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From Monday, August 29th, 2005 MSNBC, FOX and CNN coverage of the landfall of Hurricane Katrina. After 
passing trough Florida, Katrina had made it's 2nd landfall as a category 3 on August 29th, 2005 at 6:10 A.M 
in Buras, Louisiana. In the end, New Orleans would be inundated with flooding due to levee's giving way. 
Katrina cost the United States government $125 Billion and killed nearly 2,000 Americans. 
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if it hurts just forget it that's right around the corner from crawford i'm uh really honored that uh the state uh 
the senate president's with us ken bennett i'm honored you're here and the speaker's with us thank you all 
for coming i appreciate you coming good to see you again ken speaker appreciate you being here i want to 
thank i want to thank the mayor fred waterman mr mayor thanks for coming there he is phil gordon come 
here are you here thanks mayor good to see you sir proud you're here honored you took time to come and i 
want to thank uh mayor elaine scruggs of glendale arizona appreciate your service when lauren i landed we 
visited with ruben and rita carroll they work for the retired and senior volunteer program the rsvp program the 
reason i bring them up is that you know the great strength of this country lies in the hearts and souls of our 
citizens we got millions of people across our country who volunteer to make somebody else's life the 
president there in arizona and he'll also be in california later today he's beginning some appearances on 
medicare but undoubtedly he will say something about the hurricane i think before he starts his formal 
presentation on medicare there the president has already taken steps today to quicken the availability of 
federal disaster relief money to the states of mississippi and louisiana other states possibly will follow in short 
order he continues to receive updates i want the folks there on the gulf coast to know that the federal 
government is prepared to help you when the storm passes i want to thank the governors of the affected 
regions for mobilizing assets prior to the arrival of the storm to help citizens avoid this devastating storm 
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citizens avoid this devastating storm i urge the citizens there in the region to continue to listen to the local 
authorities don't abandon your shelters until you're given clearance by the local authorities take precautions 
because this is a dangerous storm when the storm passes the federal government has got assets and 
resources that will be deploying to help you in the meantime american will pray pray for the health and safety 
of all our citizens i also want to talk about immigration here in this state i understand the issue well as the 
governor of a border state as the governor of the state of texas i know what it means to have a long border 
with mexico and i understand the solemn obligation the president there in arizona saying essentially that he's 
going to do everything in his power to help the people in the uh robert latham who will get specific reports 
that you'll be interested in first of all the most immediate need and most immediate priority for us is going to 
be search and rescue in the same way that up until this morning our main priority was to try to get people out 
of harm's way to ask them to evacuate now the preservation of life and limb continues to be the first priority 
but search and rescue simply cannot begin in 100 mile-an-hour winds we've got to get the winds down and 
we don't have vehicles that can travel on roads they got four feet of water on them so understand search and 


rescue is the first thing but there'll still be a little time between now and when we can start search and rescue 
even in the coastal counties and further north the storm continues unabated we continue to believe we'll 
have very high winds as far north as us 82 
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very high winds as far north as us 82 columbus starved and you'll have 100 mile an hour gusts at least north 
of hattiesburg and lots of rain the threat of tornadoes continues security goes hand in hand with search and 
rescue let me just make a very flat statement here i have instructed the highway patrol and the national 
guard to treat looters ruthlessly looting will not be tolerated period and the rules of engagement will be as 
aggressive as the law allows me say about some other things the provision of ice water housing shelter if 
you will will begin almost immediately as soon as the water gets down and the winds die down we've 
preparations have really gone well and everybody needs to know that that's going to happen quickly but 
they're going to be limits because of the infrastructure damage where we've lost roads or where roads are 
blocked which is why the clearing of debris is a very high priority often we'll have to clear debris before we 
can provide food water ice and shelter then the restoration of electric power and other utilities will be the next 
priority we have great cooperation from our utilities like mississippi power company entergy uh the rural 
electric power associations and we believe we this time we'll even get into tva or we'll probably have some 
serious damage in their areas after that we will begin the end of the recovery mode rebuilding before turning 
it over to robert latham let me make an observation for we had three special 
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observation for we had three special elections for the legislature scheduled for tomorrow i have today issued 
an executive order to delay two of those for one week the one in waynesboro will be delayed for one week 
waynesboro is right in the path of the hurricane and the one in wilkinson and mitt county will be delayed for a 
week the clerks of the courts there the election officials report limbs down debris loss of power we will go 
ahead with the one in the delta as it doesn't seem to be any damage there or any risk of any damage other 
than a lot of rain so wilkinson emit will be delayed one week wayne county be delayed one week we'll take 
questions in a minute but to give you a little bit more information let me call on robert latham and he's going 
to have some other reports for you rob thank you governor uh first of all i think that that our state has done 
everything we can possibly do to prepare for this potential catastrophic event as the governor said we're in 
the response mode we're prepared to move with search and rescue resources we have commodities in place 
our fema partners bill carlisle is here they are in place we have prepared for this and as quickly as possible 
we will get those search and rescue resources in the areas that have been affected so that we can start 
accounting for everyone not knowing how many evacuated how many stayed certainly at this time is just 
difficult to imagine certainly as soon as we can start accounting for our citizens we will do that and then move 
as quickly as possible to the recovery phase looking at short-term housing long-term housing rebuilding of 
infrastructure and certainly working real hard to get the economic base back up and going so this is 
something that's going to take not days and weeks or months but maybe even years but we have a team you 
see just a part of it up here this is only a small part of what's been going on behind the scenes 
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going on behind the scenes every state agency has been involved in this preparedness and response and 
will be certainly involved in the recovery efforts our fema partners are here at this time i'd like to call on 
general cross to tell you exactly what resources the guard has brought to bear to this and what he's doing 
gentlemen thank you robert thank you governor the national guard has been positioned throughout the state 
as you know this is not just a gulf coast disaster but we also have some troops up at camp mccain ready to 
respond for any damage that's done north of the gulf coast area we have quite a number of troops ready to 
roll from camp shelby we've got about a 175 person team of soldiers on the ground on the gulf coast right 
now in harrison hancock and past in jackson county ready to perform search and rescue and do all the duties 
including patrolling for all right we have lost the link obviously to that news conference involving um haley 


barbour the governor of mississippi interesting he has announced that a couple of statewide elections or a 
couple of senate uh state senate elections that were to be held i believe tomorrow have been rescheduled 
for a week from now that may be a touch optimistic i recall after hurricane andrew hit south florida we were 
out of power for several weeks all right we are back to that news conference this is one of the national guard 
commanders several more uh companies and up to battalion of troops i've already ordered another 
engineered battalion and another company of military police to go down there so we'll be ready for that we 
also will have some night rescue capability uh with some pavlo helicopters that are positioning in tyndall air 
force base right now but they're only going to be able to fly when the winds die down so we'll be first of all as 
the governor mentioned in the search and rescue business we will also plow the roads uh passable of 49 
and 59 to get to the gulf coast as needed as soon as the winds allow that and we'll be on the scene very 
rapidly but we already have 
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rapidly but we already have almost 200 troops there ready to come out of their shelters and assist as soon 
as we get the wins to a safe margin thank you sir okay a very difficult situation taking place right now in 
mississippi as the governor mentioned that they cannot begin any search and rescue operations right now 
because there are still hundred mile an hour winds that are in the area and that is the first priority though 
once the winds died down they will begin the search and rescue missions and the second thing that the 
governor was very strong about was that any uh there would be no tolerance for looting and that the highway 
patrol and other security personnel will be on the lookout for looters in this very tough situation that is now 
taking place in mississippi and a fox news alert as a result of the hurricane a rescue situation going on just 
north of the french quarter in new orleans a family had to flee their home because of terrible flooding there 
joining us on the phone now james rose from fox affiliate kdfw james how much danger are they in uh all i 
can tell you is uh we just got a report that how many people sir about 20 people are stranded and i'm told 
they're busy they're hanging onto telephone poles and stuff and this is not a flash flood kind of situation it's 
just uh steady rain water and flood water on the rise i can tell you in some areas uh just north of the french 
quarter in between lake pontchartrain and in the french quarter there's water eight to ten feet deep and uh it 
is just an amazing sight to see i'm a native of new orleans and i've always heard stories of betsy in 1965 
where actually i had my great-aunt ida had to be rescued by boat i now know what they're talking about it 
was just an amazing thing to see there was actually white caps on the neighborhood streets the water was 
so high and the wind was so strong i can tell you that this city is 





i can tell you that this city is completely shut down we're trying to make our way to some live trucks in the 
downtown you know the french court area and we can't get there there's trees down power lines down 
flooded streets everywhere and i'm out here with my colleague david tafoya who's out shooting in this rather 
dangerous environment but it's quite an impressive sight as mother nature always is in these cases yeah is 
the water still rising james or does it does it seem like maybe the worst is over you know i'm gonna venture 
to say i'm thinking the worst is over but i can tell you that it's holding its own right now and i've got some 
incredible video to share with our viewers a little later soon as i get to a sat truck uh we actually uh have 
video of the levees uh the water well up on the levees and uh and they're holding their own from what i can 
see well that is the good news i know there's been a lot of concern about the situation regarding those levees 
i guess that at least one of them was breached earlier this morning yeah i was just talking to a first responder 
who's uh there's nobody really out on the roads except some emergency personnel and he was trying to 
direct some uh emergency responders to that area where the 20 people were trapped by water but we're 
driving through the metairie area right now if you're familiar with that area it's actually just northwest of uh the 
french quarter right off interstate 10 just south of interstate 10 and there's trees down everywhere i mean 
roof's blown off this is just amazing yeah all right well james rose kdfw reporter back in his hometown of new 
orleans james thank you very much for the update you're welcome taking a look at uh video now from 
gulfport mississippi 
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all right this this particular shot from new orleans itself this was earlier this morning as the storm still a 
category 4 monster at that point was whipping into the big easy very harrowing situation after some of the 
reporters that were trying to do their best to give us a real sense of what it was like to experience a hurricane 
of this magnitude as you can see there this reporter struggling stand up struggling to just keep his bearings 
as those 125 mile an hour winds ripped through new orleans earlier all right phil keating is with us phil is 
joining us on the phone he is in new orleans not far from the french quarter in downtown new orleans phil 
what are you seeing there well what's happening right now the wind is still gusting pretty strong outside and 
you see debris all over the streets but i do see two pedestrians walking through the wind and rain right now 
you can tell that they're struggling against a little bit of a headwind but they're they're getting uh to and fro 
pretty fine um i'm hearing that in east new orleans in the ward 9 district that's where that levee breach 
situation uh materialized according to somebody staying here at the hotel who talked to his brother over 
there there's a lot of standing water pretty deep like the entire car is covered according to that guy's brother 
and eastern that in saint bernard's parish to the next carriage over east of new orleans street flooding is also 
pretty extensive but the uh the untold story here during this hurricane is everyone is hunkered down in the 
city who did not evacuated what's going on inside the hotels here in the w the story is no one's allowed in 
their rooms upstairs everyone's down here on the second floor i'm looking in the main ballroom right now 
there's got to be at least 100 or 200 people in here we're talking elderly to young infants there's dogs there's 
people walking around standing in line 
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people walking around standing in line trying to get some drinks the hotels do an exceptional job of trying to 
get everybody somewhat comfortable but there's no comfortable way to be here right now in fact here's a 
woman right now who's got a two-year-old daughter named rihanna and how old is your other daughter my 
son that's your son what's your name and what's your experience like here today you can't be shy right now 
all right moving on down the hallway you have the smoking section there's a whole lot of cigarette smoke the 
air conditioning doesn't work the power has been out for about six or seven hours right now and uh so it's 
very stuffy it's very hot and uh clearly people have no choice but to lie in here and here are a couple of ladies 
what's it like having to hang out here in the hotel during the hurricane it could be worse oh there's the 
positive look that's very nice so everybody here inside is waiting while outside the wind and rain continues 
and just trying to make the best of it babies are crying on the inside people are waiting for a lunch the hotel's 
working frantically behind the scenes to get the food provided new state police officer for the city of new 
orleans driving by outside right now there's a lot of debris damage very large chunks of a tree right there 
blocking the intersection it looks like police officers are at least starting to roam around the streets of new 
orleans as perhaps the end may be near as far as the crescent city goes back to you in new york phil keating 
reporting live from new orleans thank you phil yes the storm now a category two of course uh the big 
concerns are over flooding because that is something that we're going to be watching very closely i've been 
following a lot of the blogs uh all morning into the early afternoon from people trying to find out information 
about their loved ones and relatives one man for example in california was saying that my family is very old 
they are at a certain residence and he hasn't heard from him the last that he heard was that there was a lot 
of water in this house 
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there was a lot of water in this house and that it didn't sound good certainly big concerns there about flooding 
and people's trying to do what they can to reach for higher ground rick reichbuth now is standing by live in 
our fox weather center rick let's talk about the flooding issues at the moment yeah flooding is going to be a 
huge concern and obviously a big concern across coastal areas it's going to be a big concern as we move 
further north and you know we've talked a lot about how waterlogged a lot of this ground is we've already 
had three different tropical systems moved through this area this year we had arlene then we had cindy and 
we had dennis and now we have this one so a lot of this ground extremely saturated it's also been just a very 


wet summer across much of the southeast a lot of daily thunderstorms and a lot of these areas cannot take 
much more water so we're going to be seeing flooding and this is going to carry on all the way up throughout 
much of interior sections now here's the center of our storm i want to take a look at this signature this cell we 
have right out here do a little distance calculator we can see this is around 230 miles away from the center 
we'll zoom in on this and see what we've got going on this actually is an area of rotation that we've got going 
on in the atmosphere and this could be producing certainly some significant weather and we're going to track 
this very carefully we'll send it back to you rick thank you that's right we are getting reports of people trapped 
on top of their homes as the flood waters rise just east of new orleans earlier one guy calling on his cell 
phone to say he was climbing higher and higher as the water level came up in his house he said he had a 
hammer and a crowbar ready to break through the roof when he got there we heard earlier that the pumping 
system in new orleans had failed joining us now on the phone john hall a spokesman for the u.s army corps 
of engineers john what is the status of the pump system right now the status of which sir well the status of 
the pump system in new orleans are you familiar we're yeah we have a we have a system of pumps run by a 
new orleans agency called the sewerage and water board 
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sewerage and water board okay so that's we're trying to assess what their situation is right now that's not a 
core of engineers no it's not a core vengeance it's a it's a an independent city government agency that runs 
these big pump stations we often work with them but they're not they don't belong though we have we don't 
have any confirmed reports on how the pumps are doing the core is in charge of the levee system though 
correct how's the how are the levels holding up well the levees are under local levee districts but we they're 
we're federal levies encircle new orleans and so we come in and back them up and and give them a lot of 
help we keep in close touch with it for the foreign in the city of new orleans and several other places we have 
federal levies right how are we we're in a backup role but in a situation like this it's a major backup role that's 
for sure how are the levees holding up we're still trying to assess that but we do have unconfirmed reports 
that there's 10 to 12 feet of water inside the levees wow now now this that should that's all all i have and i 
would say that the levee system is broken up into several sections by waterways and then there's some 
interior levees so exactly where the 10 or 12 feet of water is and uh and just how much whether it actually is 
it depends on the area what happens in new orleans is the water drains away from the river because of the 
peculiar geology of a lowland big river system right it drains away toward the lakes or on the west bank 
toward the uh 
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on the west bank toward the uh the swamps and marshes well i know you've got your hands full today thank 
you thank you for being with us john hall from the army corps of engineers we're hearing about all kinds of 
power outages in the area the power is out and in southeastern louisiana for example about midday about 
770 000 customers without power that number certainly could rise in the next few hours new orleans at this 
moment is without power a very tough situation right now obviously even though the worst of the storm may 
be over in this particular area big concerns right now about flooding and what lies ahead and if the power is 
out right now the problem is in many of these areas it's not going to be on for a long long time to come 
tempers are going to grow short there as temperatures rise it's going to be a long hard cleanup and the 
storm is still raging keep it here on fox news channel we'll get you updated straight ahead a fox news alert 
and with shrieking 145 mile an hour winds hurricane katrina ripped into the gulf coast today right at the 
louisiana mississippi border this is some video from one of our fox affiliate reporters out of new orleans trying 
to stand up as the worst of that storm was coming through town you can see it was an impossible job 145 
mile an hour winds at that point the storm has been downgraded now to a tropical to a category two storm 
however that still means winds over 100 miles an hour take a look at some of the early damage pictures and 
i stress early we are going to be seeing much much worse than this as the hours and days pass windows 
blown out of skyscrapers in downtown new orleans cars crushed by the facades of buildings 
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cars crushed by the facades of buildings that simply peeled away the incredible power of that wind at 100 
miles an hour plus and again these are just really the tip of the iceberg as authorities get helicopters up into 
the air as as rescue crews reach some of the areas that have been hit harder keep in mind new orleans city 
itself was not hit as hard as some of the places to the east and to the north mississippi governor haley 
barbour saying of course that it's going to be difficult to assess some of the damage early on oh let's go to 
john fox's correspondent jonathan sarri who is in orange beach alabama with an update from that location 
jonathan yeah as you can see even though we're more than 100 miles from the area where the storm made 
landfall we're still still dealing with some very intense winds the winds are coming off of the beach so they're 
kicking up sand very painful in the ares hard to stay stay to stand up now a buoy just across just off of 
dauphin island on the coast of alabama has been recording sustained winds of 73 mile an hour 73 miles an 
hour that's a very strong tropical storm force when just one mile an hour short of being a hurricane-force 
wind but occasionally the winds are gusting into the 80s in fact i was able to clock a gust of 84 miles an hour 
not long ago take a look over here in this parking lot you can see all of the debris that the storm has 
scattered occasionally when the wind shifts it picks up this debris starts blowing it around so authorities are 
asking people to stay indoors because there's always the chance that you could be hit by falling debris and 
then if you look beyond that hotel you'll occasionally see large waves and certainly the spray coming off of 
the ocean and there's one right now they're talking about a storm surge of 16 feet above sea level and that's 
causing 
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feet above sea level and that's causing some major flooding in fact some of the major thoroughfares on 
these island communities off the coast of alabama some of these major thoroughfares have already been 
flooded out as far as damage only some minor uh damage as far as structural damage mostly roof damage 
shingles being ripped off of the roofs but take a look at these trees this palm tree cracked like a toothpick and 
down here two palm trees in a row broken like toothpicks in the intense winds needless to say it's doing the 
same thing to power lines this whole area has been without electricity since 7am central time and that's the 
situation here on the alabama coast let's take it back to new york jonathan the wind direction was supposed 
to shift have you had a chance to really experience that at this point yeah we've the only shift that we've seen 
the only major shift would be the difference between yesterday and today yesterday when the eye of the 
storm was out in the gulf of mexico the winds were coming more from the the northeast heading out to that 
storm well now that the eye is in relation to me over this way the winds are actually coming off of the gulf of 
mexico so that that was a dramatic shift between today and yesterday but as far as today the winds have 
been going pretty much the same direction all morning originally though there is a slight variation originally 
they were coming a little a little more sideways from the ocean now they seem to be coming directly off of the 
ocean that forced us to move our satellite truck we've been showing you this throughout the day originally 
the truck was parked on this side of the hotel uh where that humvee's currently parked now we had to move 
it to the back side of the hotel because that satellite dish on top it's shaped like a it's a 
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on top it's shaped like a it's a parabolic antenna shaped like a bowl to capture microwaves works very well 
but it also works well at capturing wind so in a storm like this it becomes a sail i was actually in that truck 
before they moved and it felt like i was on a sailing ship in a storm so they quickly put down that dish and 
moved it to a safe side of the hotel and hopefully our signal's been holding up for you this time as a result it 
really has been holding up and we're grateful for that uh you know as you mentioned earlier uh you're in a 
spot where you can't see widespread damage certainly it's very early into this situation and we're going to be 
hearing more reports about damage as the storm progresses from your vantage point talking to emergency 
personnel there what are they saying about search and rescue operations once the worst of the storm 
passes once the worst of its over they will send in search and rescue teams in fact the national guard has 
been mobilized to to handle the situation there was some concern that many of the national guard troops are 
over serving in iraq but officials say that they do have enough to go into these areas and not not only for 
search and rescue operations but certainly maintaining law and order and also alabama's attorney general 


uh is very concerned about price gouging which unfortunately you often see after these storms businesses 
charging exorbitant rates for gas and food and things that we take for granted on a daily basis but suddenly 
become precious commodities after a storm like this and the attorney general is promising to vigorously 
prosecute anyone who is caught price gouging jonathan sarri thank you doing a great job out there with you 
and your crew we appreciate it the human stories coming out of this are going to be absolutely incredible let 
me just quickly read you something from the wire services along interstate 10 in new orleans two 


00:30:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=NgpBINzodxs&t=1 800s 





along interstate 10 in new orleans two people stranded on the roof of their home as water was lapping at the 
gutters and across the street a woman leaned from the second floor window of a brick home and shouted for 
assistance she said we've got three kids in here can you help us well it's likely that help was not going to be 
forthcoming there the reporter might have been able to hear her but authorities are not able to get out yet 
into these howling winds so a lot of these people who have gotten into trouble are not going to be able to rely 
on fire department and rescue personnel they're going to have to do it themselves let's check in with fox 
news correspondent phil keating he's on the phone in new orleans he's seeing a lot of building damage from 
his position downtown there phil well we're now getting word based on listening to the radio and people 
calling in from all parts of the new orleans metro area is that the flooding and debris damage perhaps is even 
more widespread than we were initially believing there's been at least one report of looting at a shell station 
at a time of kenner that's near the new orleans international airport that's one of the more sorry sorry aspects 
of what has happened so far entergy which provides power electricity for most of southern louisiana says it 
has a 100 percent power loss that's about a quarter of a million customers the ward 9 precinct as we've been 
mentioning throughout the morning and day uh the levy there uh reached slightly well uh the the severity of 
that breach has yet to be confirmed however uh based on the people that are calling uh calling these uh the 
radio station talking about what they're seeing they're saying there are people that are up on the second floor 
and that the first floor is at least partially submerged cars submerged outside of the hotel here in downtown 
new orleans where i am virtually every car that is outside has windows that are 
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that is outside has windows that are blown out and uh because of the position of these cars uh we're 
presuming that that's because of the low pressure of the hurricane has approached that windows just simply 
started exploding by the way the 100 power laws for southern louisiana that's about three-quarters of a 
million households and businesses so downed power lines lots of streets it's still dangerous outside and 
that's related from new orleans all right phil Keating thank you and the ceo of energy new orleans is saying 
with 75 000 people out of power it could be a month or more before all of those customers get it back and 
again we're just talking about the tip of the iceberg back in a moment a fox news alert before the break i was 
telling you that the ceo of entergy the firm that provides power to louisiana is saying that it could be a month 
before all of those folks get their power back and here's the bad news i understated the number dropping off 
a zero 750 000 people not 75 750 000 customers energy customers without power in that part of the country 
and it could be a month or more before all of those people get their power back let's go now to uh 
congressman charlie melanchon who is standing by on the phone he's coming to us from baton rouge 
congressman welcome talk to me for a moment about the latest figures that you're hearing right now in terms 
of power outages in your area and the concerns over flooding well the the power outages i think you just 
heard a report uh there has to be 750 000 uh customers that are out and uh the flooding uh and of course 
lower uh all of the plaquemines parish and uh saint north parish new orleans east uh and warp extremities of 
terrebonne and lafourche parish there's a substantial flooding we understand in 
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a substantial flooding we understand in the lower lower port of orleans which referred to as ninth ward or the 
lower ninth ward and araby and charmed are all under nine ten feet of water there are some people that 
people that are stranded in the attics of their houses on roofs that have chosen to stay there's a breach ina 


levee over the 17th street canal which is the boundary between jefferson parish and uh orleans parish it's 
called the lakeview area and that is letting in water the pumps are still working up there but it can't keep up 
with water coming in so we don't know how long that will continue they're trying to assess that right now but 
all in all in the city there's a lot of wind damage obviously office buildings with windows all blown out charity 
hospital has about five floors that are that are badly damaged and they've had to move patients off of there to 
higher floors how are those patients coping now at this hour well i wish i knew exactly but uh there's there's 
emergency generators at all these hospitals and uh they're doing the best they can with them we haven't had 
any reports of any major problems other than just trying to get them into safe areas you know we're talking 
about having no power in your area for at least a month how do you feel the community is going to be able to 
cope with all of that well it's going to be difficult the difficult part is uh you know that right now as people are 
trying some people already trying to get back into the city and the hurricane force winds have not not 
subsided yet we're trying to get the message out to them to stay away as soon as the department of 
transportation and state police and national guard as soon as we clear through to where the winds have died 
down enough that they can travel we're going to go through check out all the highway systems and then right 
behind them will be the search and rescue people and other support mechanisms congressman 
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and other support mechanisms congressman let me jump in here for just a moment and ask you if you would 
to stand by for just a moment we are going to take a quick break come back to you for more information as 
this storm continues to blow through the area creating widespread damage severe flooding concerns about 
power outages for at least a month in louisiana we'll take a break come back with much more after this stay 
with us fox news [Music] this is what we do this is a fox news hurricane alert katrina slamming into the gulf 
coast as a category 4 storm today new orleans braced for the worst and there are reports that at least one 
levee in the new orleans area has broken water from lake pontchartrain is pouring into the city which exists 
below sea level people said to be trapped on top of some apartment buildings there by the flood waters the 
wind is so strong that it literally ripped off the roof of sections of the superdome that's where thousands of 
evacuees are waiting out this storm and in parts of louisiana there are now sustained winds of 105 miles an 
hour and the drenching rains that are coming with it still causing some potentially deadly flooding in that area 
meanwhile in mississippi boats were literally hurled into buildings there and billboards were ripped to shreds 
the storm is so strong in some areas of this part of mississippi that the rescue service is simply not able to 
get to people who need their help we now we want to take you now to rick reichmuth who is watching this 
situation for us from the weather center hi rick 
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proving for a lot of the area throughout the day few areas though still obviously as you were just saying 
receiving hurricane force winds i'm also concerned about some of these cells further out here now we 
actually are not getting information any information right now from the national weather service in new 
orleans it's been compromised so we're not getting any information along with we're not able to get any radar 
data out of their radar stations so certainly this is going to be a bit of a concern once they get back up and 
running we'll start to get a lot more official reports in right now this is a look at about the center of the storm 
you notice out here we've got a couple of signatures showing some pretty significant weather this is around 
250 miles from the center of this storm where we've got a couple of significant things on i want to zoom ina 
little bit closer at this area and take a look at some of these now we're heading all the way in throughout parts 
of georgia and alabama as well as throughout parts of the panhandle of florida and we're getting some of this 
information here not likely to be good stuff we've got some pretty good rotation associated with this we can 
see winds associated with these cells maybe up to around 50 miles per hour as well as some pretty good 
rainfall rates now the other thing that's going to be really important over the next number of hours is you get a 
training effect where you start to see the same area as we put this into looping we can see you get the same 
area watching rainfall fall in that same place and you could maybe move just a few miles in one direction or 
the other and not see nearly as significant as significant of rainfall from this so right now certainly the story 
moving a little bit further away from the center of the storm let's head back here towards the center of this 


though this is going to be a story for a while we still have winds reporting around 105 mile per hour sustained 
winds i suspect those are in a very limited area but it looks like hattiesburg right now taking the majority of 
this system let's back out a little bit here because we're also going to start to watch this move a little bit 
further towards the north we're already seeing some rain in throughout parts of tennessee and this 
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throughout parts of tennessee and this is going to be a flooding situation martha you know we've already had 
three tropical systems move through the southeast this year alone and in addition to that it's been an 
extremely wet summer across much of the southeast we have very saturated ground atlanta alone received 
13 inches of rain from dennis and so if we see a lot more rain go through here a lot of those trees they're 
huge tall oak trees extremely heavy ground is wet those trees topple over they fall on houses fall on cars and 
i suspect that we're probably going to see some fatalities unfortunately as this thing continues to move 
further north tornado watch boxes in effect right now we'll also see this continue to move further to the north 
throughout the day but we're going to watch some areas all of this area looking at flooding watches and 
we're also going to be watching some significant flooding throughout the afternoon across parts of 
mississippi and alabama martha all right that underscores the point that was made by some of the 
emergency officials that you know stay where you are at this point don't assume that the worst of this is over 
yet rick reichmuth thank you very much for that update appreciate it and rick was just talking about the 
tornado problems our molly henneberg is near canton mississippi right now where they have issued a 
tornado warning for the next 20 minutes the cell is moving west toward i-55 if you're in that area maybe 
you're getting us on a satellite radio broadcast you're going to want to take cover tornado warnings near 
canton mississippi on i-55 south madison county steve harrigan was out in the worst of the storm earlier 
today in gulfport mississippi here's what it looked like and sounded like for steve the only uh building we've 
got right here is the hotel and a good chunk of debris is already flown off that hotel otherwise it's a wide open 
parking lot a lot of trees and branches but because of the rain and because of the walls of rain it's really 
tough to see what's coming with these silly looking goggles too you're kind of blind 
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you know bridget there was a curfew at 9pm last night in part for security reasons with all these people 
evacuating the police didn't want people going around robbing houses so people were still leaving though 
after that curfew whoa people were still leaving after that curfew went into effect they were mainly taking the 
i-10 which is right behind me heading east people trying to get out of mississippi any way they could it was 
remarkable to hear statements by public officials they were telling people even if you don't have a place to go 
just get in your car and go just get out of mississippi and it's really starting to make a lot of sense now man 
oh man i'm getting out of here whoa a big chunk of roof landed about three feet from me i'll be back up next 
hour and he did get out of there our steve harrigan reporting live while reporting as it was captured live 
earlier today from gulfport and mississippi forecasters may have expected even worse for new orleans but 
things are still very dangerous parts of that city flooded now buildings damaged all over the place 125 mile 
an hour winds ripped part of the roof off of the superdome nearly 10 000 people who had nowhere else to go 
are waiting out the storm there shepard smith is live nearby in the french quarter shepard i've been reading 
some of the computer emails you've been sending us things are looking pretty dicey there in places huh well 
it's that point in the day john where emergency management officials are able to get out and for the first time 
take a look now as i say that they are begging urging and pleading with people that they do not leave their 


00:44:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=NaqpBINzodxs&t=2640s 





with people that they do not leave their homes there are some serious situations which emerge emergency 
management officials in this area are now saying have presented themselves and not the least of which is 
what they believe at this point but are not a hundred percent sure what they believe to be is a break in the in 
the levee system on the east side of the canal along the west bank here locals will understand what that 
means basically they believe that there's been a breach in the levy and that water is flowing through the 


levee further aaron broussard from the local emergency management official he is the local emergency 
management official says that in addition to that potential problem they have a larger one on their hands and 
that is the roofs have been blown off two of their major pumping stations as you know water has to be 
pumped out of this area it doesn't just drain off and the roofs have been blown off the bonneville and duncan 
pumping stations here aaron broussard calls this a quote major catastrophe that makes it impossible to 
pump out water in the area unquote uh they're sending the national guard out to to find out the extent of this 
breach in the levy uh and they expect to come back on the emergency radio channels in just a moment to 
give us an update and when we get it i'll get it right into the computer for you separately near here in the town 
of kenner which is east of new orleans and according to the weather radar loop that we've been informed 
about would have been uh would have been the spot over which the western side of the eyewall went kenner 
is it's severely flooded according to the mayor and the police chief both of whom i've just heard speak on 
emergency weather radar this is the flooding is severe along major roadways four to six feet of water is now 
standing many homes are flooded up to chest level and some up to the rooftops a number according to the 
mayor there and he has seen a number of structures destroyed the police chief going through a commercial 
neighborhood saying that 
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commercial neighborhood saying that many businesses are destroyed and leveled and the police chief was 
just reporting live on emergency management radio that he was witnessing himself looting at a number of 
stores that had been destroyed and he and the rest of his group of people with the police department were 
headed out in their two and a half ton trucks to go out and arrest looters as as they witnessed it happening 
so these are the first report from emergency managers as they make their way out and about and though the 
french quarter is largely intact there are serious problems clearly outside of here and john that doesn't 
include reports from uh from saint bernard's parish where the storm was much more severe and there are 
multiple reports of people on top of roofs now waiting to be rescued but no way for emergency managers to 
get in to do that rescuing so those are those are tiny slices from emergency managers from our vantage 
point on bourbon street the rain continues to fall and the winds are still strong though not as strong as they 
were an hour ago there's some debris in the streets but the structures are intact almost completely across 
this area intact so that's what we know at the moment always been amazing to me shepard how these 
storms can bring out the the best in people in terms of neighbor help and neighbor and the worst in people in 
terms of some of these looters as as few as they may be it's really distressing it certainly was to the police 
chief who had ventured out he had just left the the police headquarters in in the city of kenner and had 
making the first turn onto williams boulevard and he said this is a this is an area in this floodplain area that 
doesn't flood and that's why we came to williams first and it was flooded four to six feet so he made a turn on 
veteran and when he made that turn on veteran there before him all of a sudden were these destroyed 
buildings and there before him were looters all over them in a driving rainstorm and he to say he was an 
angry man on emergency radio would be an understatement 
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radio would be an understatement yeah that's for sure i can see why shepard smith uh covering this storm 
for us from the big easy in the french quarter thank you shepard well hurricane katrina could be one of the 
most damaging storms that we have seen in decades let's quickly recap for you some of the hurricanes 
impact as far as we know it at this point on the gulf coast region katrina hit the southern tip of florida and that 
was back on thursday and at that point it was still a category one hurricane and at least 11 people lost their 
lives when katrina hit florida it then scooped up through the gulf coast area hitting louisiana shores early this 
morning and remember before it hit it was a category five storm overnight coming down to a category four 
which is understandable that's what usually does happen as it gets closer to the land 145 miles an hour 
though where the winds that were packing as they hit into louisiana also hammering alabama's coastline as 
well the governor there declaring a state of emergency the governor of mississippi haley barber also 
declaring a state of emergency in his area a gulfport fire official calling katrina's landfall a devastating hit 
because remember mississippi thought as early as last night that they were not in the direct path of this 


storm the killer storm causing crude oil prices to surge more than 70 dollars a barrel for the first time in 
history so we watched this storm and just now as we're getting to sort of what could be called the back half of 
this storm although i want to emphasize that it's still 96 110 miles an hour this storm as it's categorized as a 
category 2 at this moment we're still feeling its wrath in these areas but we are starting to get out a little bit 
the rescue mission people are trying to get out there a little bit and get a handle on what the damage is like 
we continue to get word and we're going to get new pictures and get a good look in very short order of 
exactly what happened in the wrath and in the path of hurricane katrina we will take a quick break and we'll 
be back with much more stay with us [Music] 
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a fox news hurricane alert president bush speaks out about hurricane katrina the president promising federal 
help once the storm passes he offered his thoughts and prayers to victims during remarks just a short time 
ago our gulf coast is getting hit and hit hard i want the folks there on the gulf coast to know that the federal 
government is prepared to help you when the storm passes i want to thank the governors of the affected 
regions for mobilizing assets prior to the arrival of the storm to help citizens avoid this devastating storm and 
meanwhile parts of coastal alabama have been more than a hundred miles away from katrina's eye but that 
did not stop the winds from ripping debris off of homes there snapping trees like toothpicks and pushing the 
gulf waters into the streets alabama's governor declaring a state of emergency fox team coverage continues 
with jonathan sarri who has still been getting pushed around out there by the wind in orange beach alabama 
hi jonathan hi good to see you again yes then the winds continue even as this storm moves ashore and even 
though we're more than a 100 miles away from where the storm made landfall there still has been a 
significant amount of wind that we're experiencing take a look at these palm trees these trees snap like 
toothpicks and it's a similar uh scene with the utility lines as of noon today central time alabama power says 
more than 100 customers are without electricity but we anticipate that that number has already increased 
and will continue to do so as it moves inland and knocks more people off line a previous story for any 
indication it may be more than a week before everyone's back online if you take a look over here behind this 
hotel is where the gulf of mexico is and every 
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is where the gulf of mexico is and every once in a while you'll see a large wave come crashing in the 
background behind this parking deck here the storm surge here on the barrier islands off the coast of 
alabama is estimated at 16 feet and that's causing some some flooding in these communities and has 
washed out some of the major thoroughfares which will make it very difficult for residents to return to their 
homes as well as emergency workers coming out to look for survivors and to repair the damage back to you 
jonathan you know as we're watching you we see your signal coming in and out it's it's been an amazing feat 
of technology that we've been able to hear and see you guys as much as we have tell me a little bit about the 
situation there with regard to the storm surge how long do they think it will be before those waters die down 
hours days what are they telling you i'm sorry i missed the middle part of your question you were asking how 
long it will be until what what dies down until the storm surges that you were just showing us the waves how 
long do they expect those waves to remain as intense as they are yeah this would be something that would 
recede uh over the course of a day it would not be days but it would be a matter of of hours or up to a day as 
far as the actual returning to near normal levels but there will be some lower lying areas that may be flooded 
where the water could remain for days all right jonathan sarri thank you very much good to see you okay 
john well katrina came ashore with a fury earlier this morning and as if the hurricane is not enough now there 
are tornado warnings out our molly henneberg reports one near canton mississippi the warning that is 
madison county along i-55 headed west we will keep you updated on all of the damage from what is bound 
to be a very costly storm 
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bound to be a very costly storm be back with more in just a moment here on fox news [Music] and this is a 
fox news hurricane alert for you as we watch those winds continue uh to blow we want to bring you up to 
speed on some news we're getting from the alabama power company this is the kind of information that will 
start pouring in now right now we can tell you that as of noon today and eighty thousand plus uh customers 
without power in uh and a good chunk of those almost all of them in mobile alabama which has been hard hit 
and that was before the state of alabama really started taking its pounding so you can bet that they're going 
to be a lot more people in that area who are without power they expect those numbers to increase 
significantly alabama power covers about 1.3 million customers and just to give you a benchmark 825 000 
people were without power during hurricane ivan it took eight days to get that power back up and running so 
you can imagine the kinds of preparations that have gone on and hopefully people have enough food enough 
water enough flashlights enough batteries to get them through what could be a lengthy haul before all of that 
power is restored and we'll continue to update you as we get more of that kind of information coming in here 
today and as we have been telling you katrina's powerful wind and rain still making a big mess in the big 
easy in some areas water is covering the first floor of some of those buildings highways off ramps are looking 
more like boat ramps that head into a lake at this point and the worst fears coming true for folks who took 
refuge in the superdome katrina literally ripping two holes out of the superdomes roof letting the rain in as 
thousands of people took shelter from the storm there we understand that they do believe it is structurally 
sound still at this point and we want to bring in former louisiana senator bennett johnston who joins us good 
to have you with us sir tell me a little bit about what you're hearing about what's going on in your home state 
right now well martha it's a terrible horrible storm the damage 
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terrible horrible storm the damage undoubtedly is in the hundreds of millions of dollars there's terrible 
property damage the it is a blessing in one sense that we have not had a tremendous loss of life see the 
thing we have always feared and what we thought was going to happen in this storm the direction it was 
headed the eye was going to come right over lake pontchartrain and if that had happened it would have been 
the most catastrophic event probably in the history of the country because what happens is the low pressure 
area from a hurricane sucks the water into lake pontchartrain and then the water shifts the wind shifts around 
to the north and would blow that water over those levees and would flood completely new orleans and you 
know new orleans depends on its pumps and uh on its levees and if you breach the levees and if you if the 
pumps are underwater they can't work so new orleans could have effectively ceased to function as a city 
over a long period of time maybe been very hard to bring it back so there was a blessing in uh that the worst 
case scenario did not happen i just want to update you we're getting some word from louisiana shepherd 
smith is following the situation down there and they're saying that they now believe that according to 
emergency management agencies that the drainage canals are flooded and that those canals are flooding 
the area that it's not a levee break that is flooding the harvey area in particular and just taking a look at some 
of the statistics on some of these areas these are very um poor areas for the most part and the housing there 
is not uh is not that structurally strong is it no it is not and it is already always such a terrible thing when the 
flooding happens you know the you you all the carpeting you have to rip out a lot of the flooring and for four 
people some of whom will be uninsured it's a terrible tragedy i mean the the property damage in this is just 
huge 
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is just huge again we do not know at least i don't have reports of any loss of life which is a great blessing 
because it it could have killed thousands had it continued in the direction it was going i know that you and 
mary landrieu and others have been stressing that this is just the kind of thing that this area of louisiana has 
been fearing and of course louisiana has been hit very hard by hurricanes you know over the last 30 years 
but what would you like to see happen in terms of additional funding or additional support structurally for the 
city of new orleans and for this area of louisiana as a result of this wake-up call well i'm glad you asked 
because first of all we need to build up those wetlands you know the wetlands are that which gives protection 
to new orleans and the whole coast so we need to do that that's a very expensive proposition we need to do 


things like build up our hurricane evacuation routes we need to uh upgrade the superdome you know 
superdome thousands of people go into the superdome and it needs to be structurally and and better pumps 
put in so that those people will not be at risk there's uh and then we need to rebuild what we have now 
there's just a huge amount that we need to do and i i know that the nation as the president said will be 
generous and and i hope so because we're going to need it all right senator bennett johnston we we hope 
you and yours are doing well and that uh that the people of louisiana weather this storm well thank you very 
much sir thank you still too early to tell how bad the damage is in new orleans these pictures coming to us 
from downtown memphis courtesy of a whbq television there memphis is beginning to feel the effects of this 
storm obviously 15 inches of rain expected over the next couple of days in the ohio and tennessee river 
valleys that could bring more flooding problems downriver maybe even back in new orleans even after well 
after the hurricane is 
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even after well after the hurricane is gone lots of ramifications from katrina we'll be back to tell you more 
when fox news live continues louisiana mississippi have been feeling katrina all day long it's just about 
tennessee's turn the tennessee valley already seeing the raindrops as you can see in these pictures from 
whbq and this storm is expected to remain at hurricane force it'll be a minimal hurricane of course but as it 
continues to lose strength but it is expected to remain at hurricane force throughout much of this evening 
maybe into the night let's get the actual report on that from someone who knows a little better than i do 
foxcaster janice dean janice oh thanks john well absolutely the storm is weakening of course once these 
systems make their way on land they don't have that fuel of the warm water so certainly seeing this thing 
weaken as it moves inland last advisory 40 miles south southwest of hattiesburg mississippi the next 
advisory the intermediate one comes out in about 30 minutes and of course we'll bring you the latest and 
seeing what this hurricane is perhaps minimal hurricane once the next advisory comes out 105 miles 
sustained gusts with higher gusts than that and of course still those tropical storm force winds 200 miles from 
the center of this storm we have tropical storm warnings south of nashville into alabama mississippi and the 
panhandle look at all of that moisture as john mentioned 5 10 15 inches in isolated areas as the storm 
continues to make its way north and then eventually a little bit more eastward we have tropical storm 
watches inland from this from the border of tennessee and kentucky so already again seeing those outer 
bands from the storm and heavy rainfall certainly a threat and obviously tornadoes with these systems we 
typically see quite a few tornadoes as these outer bands move across land that counterclockwise motion the 
friction alone across land is what's causing all of this rotation 
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causing all of this rotation and therefore a tornado watch for southeastern louisiana into southern mississippi 
southern alabama and the florida panhandle and here is the latest track as we head into this evening the 
new track comes out at 5 pm eastern so this is just an advisory again moving north at 17 miles an hour that 
is a good thing because it is moving quickly and we don't want this to just keep raining on the same areas if it 
was a slow moving system we would have that threat but certainly we still have flash flood watches and 
warnings in place as this thing continues into the tennessee and eventually the ohio valley throughout the 
work week tuesday and wednesday we're going to be reporting this thing well into the end of this work week 
and of course we'll keep you up to date next advisory coming out at 3 p.m we'll bring it to you first here on fox 
back to you guys all right so janice with all of that rain coming i mean 15 inches there are going to be a lot of 
people affected way inland i mean people who never thought a hurricane was going to bother them that's 
very true i think max mayfield from the national hurricane center put it very well that this is not just a coastal 
storm obviously the major effects being felt on the coastline but well inland as well tennessee mississippi 
alabama even kentucky and then into the great lakes region by wednesday certainly feeling the effects of the 
storm and if that weren't enough we have a tropical depression number 13 brewing in the atlantic as well 
yeah if you can believe that yeah let's let's let's concentrate on this one absolutely i just want to make you 
aware i don't want to scare anybody by all means right for sure let's uh i'm just shaking my head janis dean 
thank you very much of course all right a massive floods going on right now throughout mobile county 


alabama one woman and her five children were rescued from what she described as chin high water earlier 
a reporter from our fox affiliate wala sent this report while standing literally in thigh deep water take a look 
hey valuable battery this is what we're talking about with the tie levels 
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talking about with the tie levels the seven foot already to give you an idea where we're at if you look over 
here you can see the this is the shrimp boat area there's the j.a winslow bridge i'm getting wind gusts here at 
52 miles per hour with sustained winds at about 35 miles per hour and the water is already knee-deep and 
it's continuing to grow rather quickly we've been here probably two minutes and it's already a little bit higher 
than it was when we got here this is the area that we were ahead last night and we talked to a lot of 
shrimpers that said they were going to stay on their boat because they felt like it was the safest place to be 
they had them tied down way away from the boat and by doing so it's able to actually come up a little bit with 
the tide and then the eventual storm surge and there's another wind gust of 51 miles per hour so that's the 
condition right now i'm buying the battery we're going to see how it changes and we'll get back to you back to 
you guys all right that was from earlier a lot of intrepid reporters out there and we have reporters all over the 
gulf coast area rick leventhal joins us now he's in tuscaloosa alabama with the latest what's going on there 
rick martha the weather just started getting bad here the rain just started to come down we're about 250 
miles north of the gulf coast but certainly katrina is headed this way they don't expect the winds to be much 
more than tropical storm force possibly category one but certainly sustained winds in the neighborhood of 60 
miles per hour of course the governor has declared a state of emergency at least 180 000 people already 
without power and they expect that number to grow up dramatically as the storm turns its way north through 
the state of alabama they still have power here we can show you the sign on the roof of a bank building here 
in downtown tuscaloosa obviously the juice is still on here it's a pretty big county about 164 thousand 
residents across the county roughly 80 thousand in the city of tuscaloosa the schools were closed here today 
the university of alabama which is 
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the university of alabama which is located here in tuscaloosa was closed at noon today and a short time ago 
we visited the office of emergency management here in town and spoke with their emergency manager who 
who talked to us about the the problems they're anticipating here a lot of trees being down certainly flooding 
dangers and they ask people to stay at home and keep an eye on the weather we're expecting a lot of rain 
perhaps up to as much as eight inches in certain areas so know winds rain and with this obviously the 
potential for a fairly quick developing tornadoes we're under a tornado watch now and the county is urging 
what they call high profile vehicles to stay off the roads that means vans and school buses and tractor trailers 
come this way tommy we're going to walk down to the black warrior river here along the river walk this is the 
bama bell which is a a cruise ship for hire they do big party cruises and and that sort of thing uh we talked to 
the owner a short time ago who put out some additional tie lines here you can see that thick one that's 
attaching the boat to this very thick concrete mooring here on the shore but they also have all these pilings 
here and the owner of the boat was telling us how he plans to stay on this boat during the storm this river he 
says can rise very quickly up to 10 to 15 feet at a moment's notice but again he will be on the boat as the 
storm approaches and here's what he told us the hard part is when the river starts subsiding too because 
now you're up above the pylons the pylons are completely underwater you got to make sure you don't come 
down on top of them when the river start subsiding so it's just as much work then as it is when the river is 
rising again they are expecting some flooding here in tuscaloosa this river could rise well above this dock 
here they told me that it's even reached the parking lot level in the past so that certainly could happen again 
uh the the big issue you see a lot of 
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uh the the big issue you see a lot of trees here they're worried about tree limbs coming down on the other 
issue of course martha is is this uh issue of price gouging and the the state attorney general has already said 
that he will vigorously pursue uh and and prosecute anyone who who price gouges which means they charge 
more than 25 percent above the norm we know that uh there have been runs on hotel rooms and generators 
and even gasoline as people top off their tanks and the governor uh and the uh the county's prosecutors 
saying hey uh don't price gouge or we will prosecute you martha rick give us a sense i know you said that 
they've been telling people to stay inside that they are worried about tornadoes in that area just just show us 
a little bit of the the scene there and also let us know whether or not you are seeing people out and about it it 
was very quiet on the streets of tuscaloosa this afternoon i think a lot of people are staying home again the 
weather just got bad it wasn't bad at all this morning we started the day in birmingham and traveled roughly i 
don't know 70 80 miles across the state to get here the roads were relatively clear that the town of 
birmingham last night was pretty quiet and as you can see the river is you know it's still well within its banks 
but again the bad weather is just now approaching they told us to expect things to get a lot worse as the 
afternoon progresses certainly by seven o'clock tonight things could be pretty bad approaching tropical storm 
force winds in this area street's quiet we can't show you a lot of the town because it's up from us a bit but it 
was pretty quiet on the streets and again the schools have been closed the university of alabama has been 
closed and they are telling business owners it's up to you if you want to shut your businesses down for the 
day but they're encouraging people to to avoid roads if they can i don't know if this is significant or not just a 
little runoff here already from the rain it's coming down from the parking lot above us but as you can see you 
know with these heavy rains approaching they are going to have issues with clearing water off of the streets 
here rick you know in terms of the the boat uh the owner there on the boat who runs the party boat behind 
you we were hearing earlier that the shrimp boat captains were going to stay with their boats as well and it 
seems to be you know something that a captain might feel inclined to do 
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that a captain might feel inclined to do and might may or may not be the wisest thing but it was interesting 
that he was saying he was going to be there basically to save his boat after the water recedes right well yeah 
you know you see you see these pilings here these are these are these are big pieces of wood you know like 
foam pole size and and he was saying it you know that it could easily the river could easily rise above the 
height of the tallest piling there and what he does is he rides those lines to guide the ship and keep it sort of 
away from those pilings but then as the as the river starts coming down again the bottom of the ship could be 
severely damaged if it hits the top of one of these pilings so you know he made it very clear he's got a big 
investment in this boat and he doesn't want to lose it so he's going to rot it out now this is far from being as 
dangerous as certainly down on the gulf and people down there were encouraged to stay off their boats on 
the river here it's a lot safer and he even told me that this line right here this thick line right here is his escape 
route if if things get out of control on that boat he knows that he can grab ahold of that line and follow it to the 
shore and hopefully climb out of harm's way martha hopefully it doesn't come to that rick thank you very 
much rick leventhal reporting from tuscaloosa alabama we'll check back in with you later and this just in out 
of washington or maybe more correctly arizona where the president is right now louisiana and mississippi 
both have been declared major disaster areas by the president that will open the federal piggy bank for all 
kinds of loans and other programs to help folks there get back on their feet after this devastating storm 
hurricane katrina rolls on though and just because because it made landfall in those two states your state 
might not be out of the woods we'll explain more when we come back [Music] hurricane katrina made landfall 
earlier this morning just east the eyewall hit just east of new orleans that's where james rose of dallas station 
kdfw is originally from and he is in that area now keeping an eye on the aftermath 
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area now keeping an eye on the aftermath of this storm aftermath maybe a little too early james i guess the 
storm's still going on right the water's still steadily rising interstate 10 into new orleans is completely shut 
down i've never seen it underwater like this before i mean this is the kind of thing you hear passed down 
from generation to generation about how bad betsy was we'll now know what they were talking about it is 


unbelievably underwater and uh all the surrounding neighborhoods around if you're familiar with the area just 
south of lake pontchartrain and north of the french quarter most of those homes have about 12 feet of water 
in them and it's steadily rising now i've heard shepard talking about some of the pumping stations that are 
out there's a pumping station that's right along i-10 and that one looks like it may be out because that's 
where some of the deepest water is that we've seen right along i-10 as you try to make it down into new 
orleans i'm only about five miles from as the crow flies but uh you just can't get there from here everything is 
underwater completely yeah and then you've got tree branches blocking roads you've got power lines down 
power poles that are blocking roads it's it's going to be some time before the transportation infrastructure can 
sort of get back uh get back rolling again there it's taking a beating i'm looking at a galleria office building 
right off of i-10 and the entire four floors or the windows are all blown in and it's still blowing and going out 
here it's unbelievable i know one of the problems is some of the people who didn't exactly feel the need to 
heed the evacuation orders decided to wait it out inside their homes and then all of a sudden their homes 
start flooding and when the water starts coming up seven or eight feet they have nowhere to go right and 
that's what we've heard people trying to uh cut holes in their roof to get on the roof and uh but this weather is 
you know you can't put a chopper up in this weather to rescue anybody so uh you know they're just going to 
have to wait it out that's that's the bottom 
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wait it out that's that's the bottom line we saw some people standing on their porches and keep in mind 
they're like you know 14 feet in the air and their entire first floor is flooded so it's a good 12 feet of water 
they're dealing with in some of the you know worst hit areas that we've seen it's just incredible to see i'm sure 
a lot of those folks who decided to stay behind and wait this one out are wishing they had heeded the 
evacuation orders i would say so especially the ones that can't swim because we just got a report from a first 
responder that was trying to get some rescue folks into some about 20 people that were flooded and 
frightened by the high water and so that was about an hour and a half ago i'm sure they got someone to him 
by now but uh yeah this is absolutely a catastrophe um and having grown up here i know what i'm talking 
about i know what i'm looking at and i can't believe what i'm seeing yeah always tough i know james rose 
from kdfw new orleans native thank you james and hurricane katrina also causing a storm in the oil market 
today the price of crude oil hitting a record 70 dollars a barrel after katrina forced oil companies to shut down 
their gulf production fox's senior business correspondent terry keenan is live in our newsroom with more as if 
oil didn't have enough problems for the market already terry that's right martha you know katrina's fury being 
felled around the globe this monday as the storm sent the price of crude past that 70 barrel mark for the first 
time ever in overnight asian trading in the last few hours oil has pulled back a rather significantly amid hopes 
that katrina's impact may be a little less than initially feared hello delaware valley this is your morning man 
andy cortman and i'm back every weekday morning from seven to nine with the great import terminal it has 
been shut down since saturday all told the storm will likely take a million barrels of oil a day off of the market 
it all means without a question higher prices at the pump far above the 2.65 cent a gallon average we hit last 
week 
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we hit last week some are also warning of actual shortages at the pump we'll keep an eye on that wall street 
reacting to all this news rather well we've rallied in the recent hours of the down now as you can see up 66 
nasdaq higher by 15 s p up seven those numbers though a bit deceptive dozens of oil companies hotels 
casinos and insurance companies are still bracing for the bottom line impact of katrina and of course neil will 
have a lot more in the economic fallout from this storm coming up on your world at the top of the four o'clock 
hour martha can we wait to see if the president will release any oil from the strategic petroleum reserve we 
should get that news pretty soon as well terry thank you very much terry keenan with the latest on what's 
going on in the markets and there is a live shot overlooking uh tennessee as they start to feel the uh the 
wrath of hurricane katrina 15 inches of rain they're expected to get in the tennessee valley we watch the 
situation closely it is not over yet folks and we are getting more and more pictures of the damage and what's 
going on in the gulf coast we will be coming back straight with more pictures and more on hurricane katrina 


right after this [Music] in a sort of bathtub and the only way to get the water out from inside that bathtub is to 
pump it back over the levees and so you have to make sure that the levee is still sound and then pump the 
water back over the levee and do you think that we're still days away from any sort of pumping action well it 
depends on any damage to the pumps uh power uh etc but the uh and depending on the depth of the water 
that's ultimately left in the city those pumps even operating at full capacity can probably only lower the water 
a foot or so a day and so you may have a lot of people who are out of their dwellings or businesses for some 
time lieutenant general robert flowers thanks so much for all that insight hopefully those levees will stay put 
but once the choppers get out there we 
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but once the choppers get out there we can really see the full extent of damage we're going to continue to 
follow the path of katrina take a look as we get more pictures in they continue to come in now to some places 
where the brunt of the storm is fast 50 minutes past the hour you're watching msnbc of new orleans louisiana 
pretty amazing pictures well the pictures continue the interviews continue and the coverage continues of 
hurricane katrina as we've watched it within the past 24 hours plus not only from here but also from the 
situation room our wolf blitzer joining us live now to tell us what's coming up wolf you're continuing the 
special coverage we will uh for three hours kyra at the top of the hour extensive live coverage of what has 
happened along the gulf coast it's been hammered by katrina as all of our viewers know jackson mississippi 
specifically about to bear the brunt coming up we'll speak with the mayor of jackson we'll also speak with the 
mayor of new orleans we'll bring you all these events live as they unfold we're also getting unfortunately 
some horrible video from new orleans and other places we'll show it to our viewers as we get it kira all that 
coming up at the top of the hour here in the situation all right well thank you so much we're going to continue 
our coverage here as we get to the top of the hour wolf as you know takes over at 3 eastern we want to 
thank our international viewers for tuning in as well as our viewers here in the united states we're going to 
take a quick break and have more coverage right after this [Applause] [Music] 
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[Music] from louisiana and mississippi to alabama we've been covering hurricane katrina for the past almost 
48 hours these pictures coming into us now via wbrz that's one of our affiliates in baton rouge louisiana let's 
take a listen because people cannot get to downtown new orleans from that way uh with that much water 
there and it seems as though last time we had problems there it took a while before that water receded i 
wonder how high that water is there that is incredible you can kind of get into the top of the look at the lights 
the street lights dangling there yeah that is incredible have we gotten any sort of update at all any kind of 
hard numbers on injuries at this point we earlier the governor was on and i think some of the reporters were 
pressing her for information on that and she seemed to not have any direct information i think there was one 
fema volunteer who was unfortunately killed in an automobile accident on his or her way into the state that's 
the only one sure death that i'm aware of um i think the the reporters there were trying to find out more 
information i know george ryan was asking her about that that's all you know what we're all hoping that none 
of that there no lives would be lost as a result of this storm and that's why there were that was a mandatory 
evacuation mayor nagin called and saint bernard and some of those other parishes asking those people to 
get out for fear that this could be such a powerful storm that many lives would be lost now i know just about 
maybe two hours ago once again you were listening uh to the anchors there and the reporters uh from baton 
rouge louisiana i'm just 
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uh from baton rouge louisiana i'm just giving you kind of a feeling on how we've all been covering hurricane 
katrina from mississippi to louisiana to alabama now wolf blister is going to take over with a special three- 

hour edition of the situation room he's got even more amazing pictures and interviews wolf [Music] i'm wolf 
blitzer and you're in the situation room where we're getting satellite feeds from all along the gulf coast right 
now battered by a monster storm standing by we have cnn reporters across the area to bring you complete 


coverage of hurricane katrina happening now new orleans is ravaged by winds up to 120 miles an hour as 
water pours over levees entire neighborhoods are submerged part of the roof rips off the superdome as rain 
pours in on thousands huddled inside mississippi may be the hardest hit with a 20-foot storm surge biloxi has 
been savaged by severe winds and hell on earth is how our gary tuckman describes gulfport now much of it 
underwater there's serious flooding too in mobile alabama where trees and power lines are down you're in 
the situation room [Music] it's being called a once in a lifetime storm and hurricane katrina is giving much of 
the gulf coast a brutal beating here are the latest developments the national weather service calls it total 
structural failure this is what it looks like in new orleans buildings smashed in some places reduced to rubble 
with much of the city abandoned there's been looting in at least one new orleans neighborhood police arrived 
on the scene several arrests are reported right now the storm is moving inland 
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right now the storm is moving inland with sustained winds still over 100 miles an hour it's expected to remain 
at hurricane strength for hours to come thousands are taking refuge in new orleans giant stadium the 
superdome that massive structure is literally held together by its roof but the teflon membrane has shredded 
and part of the roof itself has blown off cnn's gene missouri is joining us from there live she has the latest uh 
gene thank you okay samantha and when will that come please unfortunately where gene is not hearing us 
we'll reconnect with gene missouri momentarily she'll be ready we're also standing by the governor of 
alabama expected to speak out momentarily as well we will go there once the governor is ready uh let's 
move on now and get back to gene reserve in a moment uh we have many reporters covering this story from 
all over drew griffin is joining us now uh he's in mississippi uh gru give us a sense of what you're seeing and 
what you're hearing i do the out of this storm but right now we've got pretty much the barrel of what's left of 
this storm coming right at us i'm standing in a hotel whose windows are being blown out on the fifth floor and 
it's raining shingles roof shingles around us highway 59 which is the main thoroughfare we had to just get off 
of that road about two hours ago because 50 60 foot pine trees were just coming down and crashing on it so 
the situation is still pretty dire here with the wind strength seemingly increasing right now we have no power 
no communication so a lot of the people here are just stranded hoping to get any information that they can 
and decide whether or not after this storm they're going to be able to go back down to slidell new orleans 
biloxi or if they've 
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slidell new orleans biloxi or if they've got to turn around and head north or east or west and just wait it out for 
weeks until the situation improves where are you exactly now drew i am in hattiesburg right along highway 
59 we're staying in a hotel we took their last three rooms it almost surprised the clerk when we came in 
because there was nobody on the road when we walked in and she happened to have three rooms left the 
hotel itself is is holding up but they've asked people to get off the fifth floor because of the wind it's pushing 
through the windows and there's a lot of shingles in the air and and of course the usual trees being uh 
toppled all over the place so you were just until a little while ago you were driving outside give us a sense of 
what it was like there was only two or three other cars on the road except for us when we started out in 
meridian it was just a light rain but within about 40 minutes of driving south on highway 59 it just broke loose 
and the trees started to come down power lines started to come down the wind was just incredibly strong we 
decided to turn around and go back to meridian but by the time we turned around we were trapped the road 
literally blocked by these huge pine trees and no way to get around so so we just turned back around in the 
middle of the interstate there and came to the first hotel we could find which is here in hattiesburg and and 
there's a sense of uh i don't know how many people you've spoken to in hattiesburg but is there a sense that 
the worst is over or the worst is about to begin we we have been getting sporadic reports of where this uh 
hurricane is right now and i'm eager to hang on the line and listen and listen to the forecast will but it keeps 
getting stronger and stronger here we seem to think that we will be in the eye when it passes over it seems 
like the eye is coming straight up interstate 59 but for the last hour or so all we've had is the 
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had is the wind intensifying and i would assume that we're up in the uh the high 90s or low 100s now if the 
window just rattled in front of me here all right drew we'll get back to you i want to go to alabama authorities 
there are speaking out now the governor is there and others as well let's listen in mobile alabama we know is 
already hardheaded we need to deliver down to the counties we anticipate the electricity will be off hopefully 
not for an extended period of time we'll hear from alabama power and rural electric here in a minute but the 
intent is to get those commodities down so if people need them they're there we're working very closely with 
fema and our partnership there and in addition that governor riley has offered assistance to both louisiana 
and mississippi and we are setting aside resources both ourselves national guard to send to to those states 
should they need it governor that's kind of it okay thanks bruce john stefkovich he's been with us uh in every 
one of our emergencies here he's been with us all the way through this one jim if you will come up and give 
us a brief update on weather thank you at one o'clock the hurricane center was located near hattiesburg 
mississippi it's moving north at 17 miles an hour it's going to continue that track through the overnight hours 
and make a curve towards the north northeast during the overnight time frame and into tomorrow morning 
the good news is that the hurricane currently is down to a category two that's sustained winds of 120 excuse 
me sustained winds of around 100 miles an hour and that's the good news the bad news is is because 
katrina was such a large storm wide storm that the hurricane force winds 70 plus mile an hour winds extends 
out 125 miles from the center and we're expecting hurricane force winds to extend up to 150 miles inland so 
we have a long way to go on the map on to my right you can see that basically along the 
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you can see that basically along the alabama mississippi border we are expecting hurricane force winds to 
occur over the southern third of the state of course we're getting hurricane force winds especially especially 
the southwest we'll see those winds increase over the central third of the state between 3 and 6 pm then 
after 6 p.m over the northern third of the state on the i-65 corridor going westward we're expecting sustained 
winds of between 40 and 60 miles an hour we're expecting a lot of trees and power lines to go down even on 
the eastern part of the state because we're going to have 20 to 40 mile an hour winds today into the 
overnight hours rainfall we're expecting three to six inches of rain over the western half of the state with 
some isolated amounts up to eight inches of course down in the mobile area we're expecting upwards of 
close to 15 inches of rain that will occur eastern part of the state we're in pretty good shape right now we're 
expecting two to five inches of rain that will occur isolated higher amounts we are expecting tornadoes we've 
had a number of tornado warnings already issued for the southern and the eastern part of the state we're 
expecting tornadoes to be likely overnight so everybody needs to keep abreast of the latest warnings that are 
being issued and finally the waters that have gone into mobile bay we might see a slight rise still for the next 
oh two to three hours after four o'clock maybe even the six o'clock time frame we'll start to see those waters 
start to go down somewhat governor thanks joe president bush called yesterday and he said governor i want 
to pledge my full support we'll be there for anything you need i can't tell you how much we have depended on 
fema in the past but i don't think the cooperation has ever been as extensive and as good as it has been in 
the last few days and a lot of it is due to our fema man on the ground here ron sherman good afternoon as 
governor mentioned president bush moved quickly to 
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president bush moved quickly to authorize federal aid to help pay for emergency protective measures debris 
removal and to authorize the movement of federal resources into the state of alabama to help meet the 
needs of citizens and local governments once the storm has passed and those needs have been identified 
our first priority will be to support any of the search and rescue or life-saving missions that may be required 
we have specialty teams staged around the state and in neighboring states that we can bring in if need be 
we also have been over the weekend moving commodities into the state so that we could help pre-position 
water and ice and some of the other things that bruce mentioned i will tell you that we will continue to move 
those supplies in as quickly as possible until the needs are totally met and in closing i would say that having 
worked with the alabama emergency management agency and the other state agencies that are here in the 
operations center that your state is very lucky to have such a group of dedicated people who plan for this and 


the response is going to be very very high high level thank you thanks ron anytime there's a disaster anytime 
we need help anywhere in the state of alabama one group we always call them that's the alabama national 
guard this is no exception they provide so many services to us but now they're going to be providing services 
not only to alabama but probably to mississippi and to louisiana general bowen come up and talk to us thank 
you sir right now we've really had a total of 36 mission that some of those missions are fairly large um we're 
getting a security force right now and that's really to cover several areas together to go into mul to mobile 
and baldwin county and that'll cover everything from from uh traffic control to securing areas but uh the other 
thing that we're really doing is we're putting together a uh an mp battalion and an engineer battalion that 
we're gonna under the emac program uh send over to mississippi our mississippi brothers need some help 
right now uh that's one of the things we can do from tag the tag and the governor together and they 
submitted to the 
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together and they submitted to the to the ema and we're gonna send them two battalions over to mississippi 
because they need us and we also you know dear and i have and we relied on them to come help us so it's 
our time to pay back and we're going to send them two battalions over there so we're on standby ready to go 
sir thanks mark we do have a lot of alabamians that are without power right now i'm going to ask darrell 
gates and keith karst to come up talk to to us about the number of people that we have out all over the state 
give you some kind of time frame on what they anticipate uh getting them back online keith thank you 
governor good afternoon uh alabama powers storm center has been watching hurricane katrina very closely 
over the past several days as most of you have as of 1 30 today we had 190 524 customers that had lost 
service in our service territory the vast vast majority of these customers are located in the mobile area in 
southwest alabama we have 186 thousand of our customers in that area that are currently without power we 
do expect the number of outages particularly in the montgomery tuscaloosa and birmingham areas to 
increase as hurricane katrina moves through the state once the storm has cleared and it is safe our 
employees will begin that process of the assessment and evaluation we will prioritize our outages again soon 
tomorrow we'll see people standing in line for hours to get more eyes back in a moment as our coverage 
talking about getting ready to go out talking about various forms of federal help do you feel confident that 
louisiana has the resources it needs to deal with this right now well the louisiana has its resources with the 
federal government the federal government will step in as they have always with fema 
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they have always with fema we are very grateful to the president for issuing an emergency emergency 
declaration prior to the storm which is hardly ever done fema is leaning forward and ready the director is here 
on the ground in louisiana mike brown i spoke directly with the red cross director marty evans early this 
morning we've been in close contact with the federal agencies that will bring assistance but no state has the 
resources or no local parish officials without the good strong help of the federal government the federal 
officials have assets here and they'll be brought to bear to the situation and when you start to think about the 
breadth of a help that will be needed i mean everything from the the life-saving emergency responses that 
are going on now to uh frankly simple discomfort and needing fresh food needing fresh water we were 
getting reports from the superdome even though people there all seemed to be safe that it's getting pretty hot 
in there that they had lost power how concerned are you as the as the days start to unfold just for example 
about the heat and about standing water well i have a lot of confidence in our local elected officials we've 
been through many hurricanes perhaps not one this great and this direct hit to louisiana but our sheriffs have 
literally been putting their lives on the line our parish officials our firefighters the national guard has literally 
hundreds of trucks loaded and ready with food and water but again that's for people who are stranded and 
here on shelters that's why the governor said please don't come back to the state until assessments can be 
made first of all there's no power entergy has reported 750 000 people without power just i think in louisiana 
we don't have all those assessments yet but there's no electricity we're still trying to rescue people that are in 
trouble 
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are in trouble and so everyone just has to hopefully stay where they are and let the crews and emergency 
teams operate well senator mary landrieu i know you're going to be very busy as will your staff in the uh days 
and weeks to come we we thank you for taking the time to update us on the situation we do appreciate it 
good luck to you thank you chris and i think it bears repeating contessa i mean we saw some similar pictures 
to what we saw when katrina hit florida people going through this water you don't know if they're down power 
lines i mean it can be a potentially very dangerous situation i can tell you that in places like louisiana when 
they've had these kinds of storms before there are snakes in that water and alligators alligators in that water 
so that probably isn't the smartest thing to be out and as we heard from the senator we heard it again from 
the governor and the mayor stay where you are stay where you know you're safe and wait until you get the 
clearance to go back out but boy i know you stand outside and you look at those cars submerged in the 
amount of water and the people that we saw in that video don't look like they're trying to escape it but they've 
got to be a lot of families right now who are looking around them and wondering why they decided to stay 
invited out in their homes it's a it's a dire situation right now along the gulf coast their louisiana mississippi in 
some places in alabama as well we have been checking in all morning long with donna gregory who's in 
covington louisiana just north of new orleans there and don it looks like you're experiencing a bit of calm now 
it is contessa we are on the backside of this storm the winds have [___] they're now coming from the west i 
want to show you the kind of strength of the winds that came in when we were unable to broadcast you can 
see behind me this dumpster right here it was probably a good 20 feet over here to the right side immediately 
next to this other dumpster right here all of this trash that you see had been inside of the dumpsters and walk 
with me this way back over here is a mattress that had been inside this empty dumpster that's how strong 
this wind was those are seriously 
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strong this wind was those are seriously big mattresses we were riding out the storm from about 11 o'clock to 
about one o'clock local time in our hotel it's the holiday inn here in covington the only hotel open in town all 
the families were inside in the main area there was a plate glass window that separates the pool from the on 
the inside from the pool on the outside part of that window just shattered so there's damage even at the hotel 
where we are staying we actually heard that falling glass it was pretty frightening most of the people though 
in our part of the hotel were in their rooms just riding out the storms they brought their dogs they have their 
children there with them there's no power in the entire area and there's lots of downed tree limbs there's lots 
of water in the streets there's lots of people that are still huddling inside shelters we understand at covington 
high school there's still 330 or so people there to the east of us in slidell louisiana on the east side of lake 
pontchartrain we're hearing tales that almost every home and business has been touched by the winds and 
the rain of hurricane katrina this is in st tammany parish in plaquemines and saint bernard's parish we're 
hearing reports of people calling in saying they too are stuck on their roofs because of the rising water it's a 
very serious situation here it's just calm enough now for us to go out and actually survey the extent of the 
damage here so we're going to do that in just a few minutes and let you know just how serious the damage 
here is in st tammany parish the latest right here the win go ahead sorry i just does it look like law 
enforcement authorities are out there doing the same surveying the damage and making sure that if there 
are people who need help immediately they can get to them or so far are the law enforcement authorities still 
staying put as well difficult to tell right now contessa we have not seen any law enforcement vehicles there 
are about 45 people in the police department here and i understand that most of them have been on duty 
throughout the night they were enforcing a curfew overnight and then just checking to make sure that people 
were okay earlier today before the heavy winds 
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before the heavy winds hit now that they're able to get out it's pretty evident that they will be out assessing 
the damage just seeing how widespread it is still no power no food available for the people who didn't bring it 
into the shelters or into the hotel so it's still very much a tense situation for people here in covington and we 


are still experiencing some severe wind gusts they have to be at least tropical storm force here in covington 
okay nbc's donna gregory thank you for keeping us up to date about the situation there of course further 
south they're in new orleans where there were people who could not get out of town many of those people 
ended up at the superdome in new orleans where the roof came off and it was raining inside the superdome 
nbc's brian williams told msnbc that throughout the day thousands of people were moved several times 
because as soon as they would move to one spot the roof as you can see would open up and it would start 
pouring inside the dome apparently there was no damage or no real dangerous threat here to uh the 
structural security of the dome however as you might imagine it made it very uncomfortable for the people 
who had taken shelter inside and besides that the power went off there quite early this morning about a 6 
a.m local time and it was 79 degrees at 6 a.m it's a very hot and sticky day and when you add all that 
moisture to the the issue you can imagine the families there in a very uncomfortable situation but at least for 
this moment they're safe well after hurricane katrina passes hospitals on the gulf coast will open to care for 
patients and those who couldn't travel those long distances during the mass evacuations the bowl shape of 
that city though could make it a pool of toxins and unhealthy agents we want to turn now to msnbc.com's 
health editor jane weaver for a look at the future health concerns that could affect the new orleans area jay 
nice to see you today thank you contessa you know we heard the city leaders there warning about the 
possible dangers of the flooding there what's the issue with the toxic 
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what's the issue with the toxic chemicals and flooding there has been extensive flooding and the water levels 
are very high the flood waters are contaminated they'll be contaminated from overflowing sewage systems 
from gasoline debris oil and and other pollution and people should not assume that the tap water is safe to 
drink the public water system will be contaminated and new orleans in particular is in a in a very different 
situation because it sits so far down below sea level the only way to get that water out and correct me if i'm 
wrong is to pump it out therefore you may have water sitting there and stagnating what's the concern in term 
in terms of mosquitoes poisonous poisonous snakes alligators those kinds of health risks right there are 
concerns about infectious diseases from parasites and bacteria in the water and the mayor of new orleans 
this morning was talking about his concern over snakes poisonous snakes and alligators will be disoriented 
and upset by the hurricane and they'll be coming into areas where people are and there are cautions for 
people to be very careful if they're bitten by a snake try to identify it so you can tell if it's poisonous or not and 
you can get the the right kind of antitoxin so there there are a lot of health hazards that people are going to 
be confronting in the coming days and really amazing to hear you saying that and then to see video of 
people out splashing around in waist-high water outside of their homes with the flooding what else you 
mentioned the water-borne illnesses and how the contaminated drinking water could be a real risk here how 
long does it typically take after a hurricane to go in and make sure that the city's drinking water system is 
safe well you know that they're going to be getting this taken care of as quickly as they possibly can it 
depends on on how long it takes for the cleanup they're urging people not to return to their homes too soon 
so it could be days before they'll give the all clear that things are all right they're 
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are all right they're instructing people to drink only bottled water and only bottled water that they know where 
it's come from that it is not been contaminated you can boil water you can treat water with a solution for 
bleach for cleaning things that have come in contact with the flood waters okay jane weaver msnbc.com 
health editor and i know that you'll be writing about it online for the article there of course the red cross thank 
you jane the red cross is always going out with volunteers too they say that the most dangerous time after a 
hurricane uh is when the hurricane has already passed and people are going outside to try and clean up and 
that's when so many people get injured yeah well we've been asking you if we're in the middle of this major 
news story and you can safely do it email us your stories and pictures as an msnbc citizen journalist kaya 
eshete writes i am in houma louisiana west of the storm and we have been receiving winds of at least 80 to 
100 miles per hour we have been without power since 10 pm sunday night and we have lost part of our fence 
and many shingles off of the roof of our house send your stories to cj at msnbc.com and if you want to read 


the reports you can go to cj.msnbc.com again if you're safely able to please send us your stories and 
pictures the pics can go to pix msnbc.com we'll be right back welcome back to msnbc you're watching our 
continuing coverage of hurricane katrina now she has been downgraded to a category one storm good 
afternoon before hurricane katrina made landfall she was a category five storm but after nearly eight hours 
on land she has been downgraded to a category one msnbc's chief meteorologist steve mclaughlin is 
tracking katrina forest in our weather center hello scene well making records katrina landfall like you said it 
was a Category five then it was downgraded to a category four as it made landfall all-time record breaker it 
will go down as the third most intense or strongest hurricane to make a u.s landfall and here are some of the 
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u.s landfall and here are some of the peak wind gusts grand island louisiana where it made landfall in that 
general area 114 miles an hour pascagoula mississippi 113. this is at the surface before these instruments 
failed they could have had gusts higher but before these instruments failed these were the peak wind gusts 
new orleans at the naval air station in belle chasse 96 miles an hour biloxi mississippi where we're going to 
see a lot of flooding from the storm surge thing same thing for mobile alabama 90 and 84 miles an hour okay 
what's katrina doing right now like we said it's been downgraded to a category one it's still a pretty strong 
storm capable of producing flooding and wind damage you can see the land is really starting to rip up this 
circulation hurricanes hate the topography of land they like that smooth ocean water that moist unstable air 
once it gets over land it starts to get very confused and that circulation starts to get broken up by the friction 
the problem is all of that friction turns out these outer rain bands and it starts to wobble kind of like a top 
slowing down and tell you what look at these outer rain bands right in here just south of atlanta right in there 
it'll come into picture right there and this one right down in here these are capable of producing within 
minutes some very strong powerful small short-lived tornadoes so don't be surprised if you see some 
tornado warnings pop up within the next couple of hours just south of atlanta 94 miles an hour sustained 
winds at 115 so that can still do damage pressure 955 and rising throughout this afternoon that's good news 
moving to the north at 18. that's even better news the faster this thing goes forward into the north the less 
likely likely will it will produce flooding as it travels up in through the southeast 20 miles southwest of 
hattiesburg mississippi on this track we expect it to continue all the way up in through the great lakes by late 
this weekend could be a significant rain event down in this part of the country probably mean heavy showers 
for the folks in the northern new england areas as we watch the 
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england areas as we watch the path of katrina early this morning making landfall way down in here it just 
turned a little bit to the east and came right up through new orleans and then up in that general direction 
good news for new orleans it was on the west side of the eyewall bad news for biloxi because it was on 
what's called the right front quadrant right in here this is the area of most intense winds most intense storm 
surge if we go ahead and clear this off and i can advance the radar loop for you can watch the time take a 
look biloxi and the coastline of mississippi and alabama this is where i believe we're going to see the highest 
storm surge at 20 feet or even greater new orleans a little bit of wind wrapping around now still a possibility 
of flooding along the lake punch train area especially as it's trying to keep out the water from the new orleans 
area so that is still a danger at this hour remember we were talking about the tornadoes and the possibility of 
tornadoes some active tornado warnings right now in central and southern alabama including south central 
mississippi tornado watch in effect through seven o'clock just south of atlanta flooding will continue through 
tonight watch for more of these counties to fill in with the green and dark green that means there's active 
flooding in those counties and once again we will leave you ladies with this thought storm surge continues to 
possibly be the story of this hurricane the storm surge that didn't happen in new orleans and the storm surge 
that did right along the gulf coast we'll get more information once we get those helicopters up and check out 
the aerials we'll toss back okay thank you scene we want to go now to uh wapt in uh where is that again 
jackson jackson mississippi but they're airing it on wdsu which is our nbc station there this is a webcast 


which is why the picture is the way it is right okay let's take a look at this we can see that this car is 
submerged and presumably uh this is happening right now unless i'm being told differently that this was 
video that they're now airing on their 
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on their webcast but you can see here this has been a very bad situation lots of flooding let's listen into the 
um interview here from wa it just blends in with the gray of the road and i just drove right into it so you know 
but it was my fault it was a stupid thing to do and i did it [Music] and that again wapt the webcast coming to 
us um from jackson but if that isn't proof positive what we've been talking about over the last half hour so 
with various officials from the the senator and the governor of louisiana which is that you got to have a little 
common sense and people ought to be staying put they think that and you you understand this you want to 
go and see what's happened to your home what's happened to your belongings but none of that is 
worthwhile if it puts you in a life-threatening situation they're begging people to allow the emergency 
personnel to do their jobs and to wait for officials to say to them it's okay and not just to come out of your 
homes but they're telling people who evacuated hey don't even come back to louisiana we don't we can't 
that's right accommodate you here because we've got to get the roads cleared just for the emergency 
personnel to get through we want to go to mobile alabama now which it was on the east side of the storm as 
it came on shore and nbc's kristen dahlgren is there kristin bring us up to date about the situation where you 
are well we are still seeing some very gusty winds here in mobile and i'm told that the water in downtown 
mobile has raised another foot in the past hour it is not as much flooding as some had predicted so a little bit 
of good news and high tide has passed so it doesn't appear that we are going to get as much flooding as 
expected but that doesn't mean that there isn't extreme flooding in parts of downtown where the mobile bay 
has come over the seawall and into some of the downtown neighborhoods as high as 15 16 17 feet in places 
the first floor of a museum the imaginarium and downtown mobile has been 
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imaginarium and downtown mobile has been flooded out across the bay there's a battleship memorial and it 
had a few planes up on pedestals they're about 15 or 20 feet in the air we're told that one of those planes 
actually floated away so that should give you some idea of just how high the water is in places and also we 
just heard the governor of alabama speaking and saying that in mobile county the storm surge is bigger than 
it was during ivan so there are still a lot of low-lying areas along the coast that we're still not able to get 
pictures out of or any information so there could be a lot more devastation down along the coastline we've 
now lost power in the hotel where i am in downtown mobile but even now even before the storm has passed 
here there are plans to have alabama power coming into this area overnight tonight and into tomorrow to 
start to get things back so they're already talking about restoring power and the cleanup and recovery efforts 
even before the storm has passed here also a curfew remains in effect in mobile until 6 a.m police say they 
will be arresting people who they see out on the street so that's the latest for now in mobile back to you well 
hopefully all the power crews that come back in are going to find that their roads are clear and that they can 
get back to where they need to be to do their jobs kristin dahlgren immobile thank you so much kristen the 
federal emergency management agency fema is sending its resources into the impact zone of hurricane 
katrina nbc's tom costello is at fema headquarters in washington d.c with more on their efforts during what is 
truly a trying period for them tom well this is what they train for and prepare for and as of early this morning 
they had some 28 thousand people already in shelters and 114 shelters across that three-state region 
louisiana mississippi and also alabama we do have some new information and really kind of want to walk you 
through the process of what you do if you are one of those people who is in the hurricane path and who has 
suffered a quite a bit of damage we frankly assume that if you are one of those people you can't watch tv 
right now 
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people you can't watch tv right now because we assume that you've suffered pretty bad damage and 
perhaps even lost your electricity nonetheless the the fema assistance number just so you're aware this is 
how it works you dial this number 800-621-3362 or you can go online and when you do that you're going to 
need to have your social security number and a description of the loss that you have suffered as well as 
financial information and directions to your property assuming now that you're a homeowner for example 
inspectors will then visit the property and they will usually be contracted by fema not fema specific people but 
contractors the fema sends to your property and if eligible you will then be receiving the check within seven 
to ten days and the money can be spent in a variety of ways ways here's how it works generally it's a cash or 
grant of up to 26 200 per individual or per household for housing assistance lodging reimbursement hotels or 
motels rental assistance for example as well as repair or replacement costs uh to your home or whatever has 
been significantly damaged there's also you can you can spend that money for metal medical dental or 
funeral assistance and then finally we wanted to let you know that the farm service agency which is part of 
the sba can also assist those farmers out there who've suffered significant damage a short time ago we were 
allowed inside the incident the critical incident command center here at fema headquarters for a view of how 
this all works they have got a command staff that is a command group rather that is staffed by military 
authorities as well as representatives from various government authorities there's a fire liaison a law 
enforcement liaison infrastructure how do you physically move ten thousand cots for example or ten 
thousand gallons of water to a specific area all of that is in a specific room what happens is they get a phone 
call for example from the governor of louisiana and he may say i need ten thousand cots for example they 
will then process that order theoretically they should figure out a way to pay for it and get those cops moving 
within an hour to 90 minutes that's their hope anyway 
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to 90 minutes that's their hope anyway so it is they believe down to a science in terms of getting all these 
agencies to coordinate and that really is the whole purpose of fema to coordinate this emergency response 
as quickly as they can they do have emergencies as you know declared in louisiana mississippi and alabama 
they are expecting the president to declare major disaster areas in those states and that will then free up 
even more money to move into that area as quickly as possible already they had pre-positioned support 
personnel in terms of search and rescue groups in shreveport louisiana as well as meridian mississippi and 
they had more than 18 disaster medical teams already on the ground standing by to move in those teams in 
houston in anniston alabama in memphis also in selma alabama and those teams ready essentially to create 
mass units on the ground in those critical areas to go in and create a mobile hospital for anybody who needs 
assistance and so that they can offer that immediate medical assistance on the ground right away in addition 
to all of that epa teams scientific team standing by to deal with any sort of environmental a catastrophe that 
may have befell that particular community anything from toxics in the water to human waste in the water so 
this is a well-oiled machine and today they are putting it into prayer into place back to you tom costello 
reporting from fema there in washington d.c tom thank you so much we were just watching that video from 
new orleans that was coming in as you can see the law enforcement are out and they're already checking to 
make sure that there are not looters on the scene going through damaged buildings and taking things from 
the buildings that belong inside there hurricane katrina's assault along the gulf coast as you might imagine 
along louisiana has caused the production of one million barrels of oil to come to a stop now that sent crude 
prices higher today before they retreated later in the afternoon cnbc's melissa francis is at the hub of crude 
trading at the new york mercantile exchange with reaction from that market hello melissa hello yeah we 
anticipate that 
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melissa hello yeah we anticipate that million barrel number to be just the beginning and that over time it will 
grow and be a much bigger number as these assessments come in overnight the price of crude rose as this 
hurricane gained steam and then as it began to be downgraded today that's when we saw the price of crude 
fall it still did close up over a dollar some say though this rally isn't over as the damage assessments come in 
they believe the price of crude will rally again already we're hearing about problems in the gulf shell has two 


rigs that are adrift in the gulf transocean is talking about a deep water rig that floated away opec has said 
that saudi arabia is ready to step in with more oil that they're closely monitoring the u.s hurricane impact to 
meet any shortages and that opec will meet next month in vienna and at that point they would be willing to 
raise both the production limit and also the quota so actual production and the quota but crude isn't 
necessarily the problem here a lot of the problem is refining capacity and in fact we're seeing 10 percent of 
the nation's refining capacity closed shut in right now and that's why we saw gasoline up more than six 
percent today back to you okay melissa francis at the new york mercantile exchange thank you melissa 
meanwhile we want to go back down to jackson mississippi robert latham is the director of mississippi's 
emergency management agency mr latham thank you for your time this afternoon thank you what is your top 
priority at this hour right now uh you know our top priority is search and rescue uh even though we've got 
some pretty significant severe weather moving inland on and up through the central part of the state and 
eventually to the northern part of the state we hope that the weather will improve significantly over the next 
few hours so that we can get search and rescue personnel into the gulf coast area and those counties just 
inland from the gulf coast to rescue people and try to account for people who did not evacuate i know that 
biloxi got a major wallet from katrina do you have any indication of how many people may be trapped or 
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people may be trapped or needing medical assistance i have no idea on the numbers i can tell you there are 
large numbers of reports of people trapped in their homes on roofs and people that did not evacuate for 
whatever reason but we have resources in place to get in there and rescue them once the weather subsides 
so that we can do that so at this point the rescuers are not going into those uh areas just yet absolutely not 
the wind is just still too high in the gulf coast areas we hope that that will subside very soon so that we can 
get those crews in there and start accounting for individuals you know got your governor governor haley 
barbour said that this storm surge in this instant is unprecedented that worst damage could could still come 
because that surge is going to recede and really cause a lot of damage as it does so have you called in extra 
help for that given this term seems to be even worse for you than hurricane camille absolutely i think it is i 
think in fact it will uh the history books will show that katrina is going to be much worse than camille 
especially when you consider the economic growth and the buildup of infrastructure on the gulf coast since 
august of 69 but i can tell you that as these waters start to recede that we can see erosion of the the 
foundations of structures many structures that could collapse and certainly make them unsafe or happen for 
individuals to to live in them so we're going to have to look at it very close and make sure that those homes 
are safe before people re-enter them mr latham can you give me a sense of uh the kind of reports that have 
come into you over the last 12 hours or so in terms of shelters you had mentioned the people that you know 
that there are people who have called they were trapped on their rooftops needing to be rescued can you 
just give us a sense of the variety of reports that are coming into your office yeah i can tell you that uh there 
are large numbers of reports coming in vendors that that are trapped i can tell you that basically south of 
interstate 10 which runs east and west in mississippi everything south of there is pretty much inundated and 
flooded 
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inundated and flooded all of the hospitals are reporting major damage with roofs off windows blown out total 
loss of power we emerge the operations center in hancock county which is in base saint louis was totally 
destroyed collapsed so there's just large numbers of damaged reports and possible individuals that are 
trapped that need rescuing and we suspect those numbers will increase as the day goes on mr latham the 
senator from louisiana came on the air here at msnbc and begged people not to return to louisiana is 
mississippi in the same state asking people not to come home absolutely we have a large number of 
evacuees from louisiana and they should definitely not return to louisiana and we also encourage our 
mississippi city and citizens that evacuated from the gulf coast to not return home even this morning we had 
people starting to try to get out of shelters in the jackson area and go south to to the biloxi gulfport area they 
just have to stay in place in fact no highway south of i-20 which basically runs across east and west in the 
state from meridian to jackson to vicksburg no highway south of there is safe to travel many of them are 


blocked from debris and trees and we expect that condition to move forward north in the to the state and 
have the same situation on to the central part of the state as well mr latham i know that you're a busy man 
today i certainly appreciate you sharing a few minutes to talk with us this afternoon thank you i appreciate it 
robert latham the director of mississippi's emergency management agency chris and we're continuing to get 
new video in a lot of it's showing just how tough it is to be in the middle of a hurricane this is from the cbs 
affiliate in new orleans wwil a reporter named brian andrews caught in the middle of katrina take a look out of 
the the hotel and this is the motor lobby here i'm going to cross you know i'm just looking to make sure we're 
not going to get whacked in the head with anything [Music] we're making our way over here come on 
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we're making our way over here come on let's go this way this buddy's from the new york times he's never 
been to a storm before all right whoa what was that all right here we go let's see if we can get to the crevice 
[Music] all right this is where we're gonna take refuge to try to shoot some tape the winds are really kicking 
come on in all right let's catch our breath for a second this is what it's like just to get out the front door of the 
hotel now i don't know if you can see it but in the middle of canal street there's a tree that's down um i'm 
gonna try to head out towards that mailbox right there and get a glimpse of what i can see all right kevin if 
you see something coming for me just scream at me right all right i'm gonna crouch down and use this as 
cover this is what it's like in downtown new orleans right now it is uh just after eight uh 8 20 in the morning 
eastern time and stuff is flying down the street these are the hurricanes [Music] all right that's it guys i'm 
going to come back in see uh we're going to let it go all right [Music] you take cover behind something that 
you presume is going to stay foot but you never really know you see a a dagger coming at you like that of 
course you're going to come back in yeah that you know it it does though speak highly of the people who go 
out to cover this i know that nbc's and msnbc's correspondents who 
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nbc's and msnbc's correspondents who have been out there they've all made sure that the satellite trucks 
wherever possible were protected by big structures by strip malls or hotels or whatever and they tend to stay 
a little more protected because you never really know when a roof is going to come flying off yeah of course 
the network keeps very high standards about what is considered safe and unsafe but nevertheless you 
always are in a situation when you're in something like a hurricane these unpredictable weather situations 
where you're taking a risk you hope folks aren't taking too much of a risk but we do appreciate the 
videographers the engineers as well as the people that we see on camera that's amazing yeah it's just it 
really is just horizontal sheets canal street the main area there through downtown new orleans louisiana and 
one of the reporters from wwl in the meantime nbc's janet shamland is braving the elements for us in baton 
rouge louisiana and we want to go to her now janet what's happening in baton rouge well contessa i'm not 
really sure i can can compete with what's going on on canal street there but do want to update you on the 
emergency management center here in the state's capitol which is where i am it is a hub of activity and the 
real issue now is just keeping people from trying to get back to their homes and that's a problem authorities 
need to use this time to search out areas which have been unreachable until now but they find that they're 
going to have that they are already having to turn a lot of people away who are trying to get back in and this 
is we're talking mostly about the new orleans area the other issue is the unspoken question at least at this 
center and that is is there loss of life there's a big concern about that and it's obviously something they don't 
have an answer to but they're trying to get people back into those areas right now and the other element 
they're pursuing is helicopters we've heard that within the hour they feel like they're going to be able to get up 
the first chopper to go take an aerial tour which will really give us the best explanation and detail of what 
katrina did to louisiana authorities are here they're also going to be going out into the highways that are 
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going out into the highways that are above ground covering many of the swamps because there's concern 
about the structural integrity of those so a very busy center here we've got representatives from all state 
agencies analyzing what's going on in the state right now the big issue they say is to keep away if you're ina 
shelter to stay there it's common sense contessa but they are finding that people aren't listening and getting 
back on the roads and just i just want to show you it looks like it's clearing and it's not raining out here right 
now but and that is what's encouraging people to leave hotels and shelters but the emphasis is on stay 
where you are even if you get back home there will likely be no power no water and certainly nowhere no 
stores or groceries open anywhere to get food that's the latest from here in baton rouge well we found out 
janet the hard way that even the people who were evacuating were running into gasoline shortages along 
their way so certainly to try and get home at this hour not a good idea as you say janet chamblin in baton 
rouge louisiana thank you so much thousands of animals have been evacuated from new orleans from biloxi 
from surrounding cities in preparation for katrina some people were able to evacuate with their pets others 
will undoubtedly still be looking for them when they come home joining me from sacramento california is terry 
crisp who's the founder and director of noah's wish which is a non-profit animal rescue operation for national 
disaster relief terri thanks very much for being with us today great thanks for having me what are you hearing 
about what's going on right now in those areas affected by hurricane katrina well it's too early today to really 
get accurate reports on how the animals have been impacted but starting about midday yesterday through 
early this morning we were getting calls from people desperate to find places to take animals there was one 
woman who showed up at the superdome with eight parrots and of course they wouldn't allow her in the 
building so she was standing in the parking lot at 2am talking to us on the phone trying to figure out how we 
could help her and thankfully we were able to connect her 
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thankfully we were able to connect her with someone who could take the birds which then allowed her to get 
to some place safe also tell us what kind of efforts will kick into gear once you start getting calls once you 
start getting reports and and frankly that it's safe for your people to go out um we're expecting to be very 
busy over the next couple of weeks at least and thankfully there's going to be a lot of effort put into 
addressing the animal needs throughout the areas that have been impacted by katrina we are going to stay 
focused ourselves in louisiana we're encouraging people if they need help to go to our website at 
noaa'swish.org to find out where we're going to be what services are going to be available as well as anyone 
who wants to help out in any way we're a non-profit organization and just like the red cross we're here to help 
the people and the animals and anything that people can do to assist us would be greatly appreciated give 
us an idea of the scope that you've seen because we certainly have had a couple of really rough hurricane 
seasons uh how busy has it been for you all recently we've been very busy not so much this summer here in 
the states we actually just got back from three weeks in romania dealing with the worst flooding that they had 
had in 50 years so thankfully we're back and we were gearing up for the possibility of it being a very busy 
end to the hurricane season and i think that's what we're beginning to see yeah it is the beginning we hope of 
the end but there may be more hurricanes to come give people some advice because i think that the first 
thing we all feel those of us who love our animals is we want to keep them with us but the stark reality is 
whether it's a hotel or a shelter you can't always do that yeah and that's why we're always encouraging 
people to have a plan not only for themselves but also for their animals and the more animals you have the 
larger they are the more complicated it is to get them evacuated we advise people as katrina continues to 
move north think about what you would do if you had to leave your home where you would take your animals 
who you could trust to care for them so that now is the time for those people 
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so that now is the time for those people who have not yet felt the effects of katrina to really think about it and 
again on our website at noaaswish.org we have very detailed disaster preparedness tips and we encourage 
people to go there and get that information to protect not only themselves but also their animals terry crisp 
founder of noah's wish thank you so much we do appreciate your being with us great advice msnbc's 
continuing coverage of hurricane katrina continues this afternoon stay with us we're back after a short break 


all across the gulf coast the devastation left behind by hurricane katrina is now coming to light new orleans 
battered and bruised but appears to be spared the extensive flooding which could have threatened the city's 
very existence biloxi mississippi took the brunt of the storm with flooding high winds and debris wreaking 
havoc on the area near the shoreline it's a similar scene in mobile alabama an estimated foot high storm 
surge has left whole blocks of the city underwater and an estimated 60 thousand people there alone without 
power hello it is a four o'clock here on the east coast uh welcome i'm chris janzig and i'm contestant brewer 
thank you for joining us on this monday you're watching continuing coverage of hurricane katrina here on 
msnbc we're going to begin this hour with an update from the weather center and the very latest on hurricane 
hurricane katrina's path that storm continues to weaken but still has powerful winds and driving rain msnbc 
chief meteorologist steve mclaughlin joins us now scene hi chris and contessa you're right it's weekend now 
down to a category one but remember katrina was a one when it passed over southern florida boy last week 
late last week it seems like a month ago when it caused two billion dollars worth of flooding so we'll probably 
throw out the word minimal when we start to describe a category one in the saffir simpson scale remember it 
came on shore as a category four 
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came on shore as a category four now it's starting to weaken you can see these radar imagery starting to 
turn into more green as opposed to bright red orange and yellow however if we go ahead and wipe away the 
clouds and show you those feeder bands right there in throughout portions of the panhandle of florida and 
now just roaring right into southern georgia these outer bands will contain very strong winds and a possibility 
of tornadoes forming later on this afternoon 94 miles an hour sustained winds at the surface still capable of 
doing damage gusts to 115 pressure has been rising throughout the morning that's good news that's a sign 
that the storm is starting to weaken and it's starting to speed up its forward motion moving to the north 18 
miles an hour 20 miles southwest of hattiesburg mississippi on this path we expect it to go in through north 
central mississippi northwestern alabama later on tonight probably being downgraded to a tropical storm by 
the morning hours in western tennessee and kentucky pretty big but it creates a hairy situation because if 
you're standing in the path of that flying debris even if it hits you at tropical storm force it can cause a lot of 
damage so it's not over yet even though the storm has made landfall neal back to you all right jonathan try to 
get dry out there jonathan sarri now to the new york mercantile exchange where our very own mcdowell's 
been looking at the fallout on everything from oil to gasoline and every energy source in between take an 
incredible day incredible down here neal all these guys behind me clearly exhausted are the ones that 
haven't already cut out early but as for the energy markets katrina's bark turned out to be a lot worse than 
her bite at least for now the cost of crude initially surging to a new record of more than 70 dollars a barrel on 
that storm but oil ending the day well off that all-time high up a little more than a buck a barrel at 67 dollars it 
wasn't just oil on the run natural gas and wholesale gasoline climbing to new all-time highs as well during 
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new all-time highs as well during trading those prices easing a bit but still ending sharply higher traders say 
there wasn't a higher end close for oil simply because the storm didn't turn out to be quite as scary as it 
looked yesterday opec also trying to calm the market saying it will pump more oil katrina hitting this country's 
energy center with a triple whammy whacking energy production in the gulf refinery operations in the region 
and imports coming into the u.s the gulf of mexico is home to more than a quarter of the nation's oil 
production and nearly half of that shut down due to the storm giants like exxon mobil chevron and shell all 
evacuating and closing production facilities next oil imports also taking a hit louisiana's offshore port called 
the loop the nation's largest import terminal closed since saturday finally refineries also shutting down which 
some say could be the biggest threat to our economy refineries along the gulf coast produced nearly half of 
the nation's gasoline and at least eight of them closed cutting about 10 percent of america's refining capacity 
and with gasoline supplies already down from a year ago and u.s refineries running at near record rates all 
summer there is no slack in this system to make up for lost output now right now prices at the pump are 
already at a record of 2.63 for a gallon of unleaded and traders say expect to see an even bigger jump of at 
least 10 cents a gallon even more in the coming days maybe weeks and the real test is going to come neal 


as the damage to these energy facilities is tallied up in the days and weeks ahead and remember ivan last 
year oil soared in the weeks after ivan hit the coast of the u.s when it was discovered how badly ivan had 
torn up oil production facilities and underwater pipelines so only time will tell how badly katrina truly hurt our 
energy sector back to you all right again mcdowell at the new york 
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again mcdowell at the new york mercantile exchange thank you very much katrina i want you to meet fema 
the emergency lender of last resort on the scene and on the money once again with us now from baton 
rouge louisiana fema director michael brown director good to have you thank you neil good to be with you uh 
it could have been worse huh well it could have been but let me tell you just a little as an hour ago we still 
had hurricane force winds in downtown new orleans so we have not even been able to get our 
reconnaissance people into downtown yet to kind of see how things are i talked to governor barbour in 
mississippi about two hours ago and i'm really concerned biloxi and some of those low-lying areas along the 
coastal areas may really be decimated we're just it's just too early to tell you now this comes at a time when 
we've seen a higher frequency of serious storms director i know we've chatted about this before but you 
know fema doesn't have a limitless well here uh so what do you do in the event that that things just keep 
compiling and getting worse well you know we you're right we have to wait for you know the president and 
congress to give us the resources i've talked to the president a couple of times he assures me that whatever 
requests we need to make to congress he's willing to make those uh but the problem is is just that whole 
issue of you know cash flow we have to be very careful about our cash flow so as we're surging now to do 
response activities it may mean that some of the long-term projects that we do in other states we may have 
to slow down for just a little bit until we can get that cash flow moving again how much do you think i know 
it's very hard to do director but i've heard estimates 20 to 25 maybe even 30 billion dollars in damages for 
this storm what do you guess to me well you know i i just don't guess like that neil and here's the problem 
right now we're spending money on search and rescue efforts response efforts trying to get you know 
medical teams in an urban search and rescue teams in and i'm just going to spend whatever it takes to do 
that because our first priority is to save lives and protect property and then we'll start that long-term recovery 
process rebuilding you know power lines and rebuilding streets and roads and buildings and that sort of thing 
and so it's just it's just too early to 
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and so it's just it's just too early to give a damage estimate right now understood uh director we are also 
hearing reports that there were many people who resisted calls to move and seek safer shelter i know in 
grand island there were reports that maybe that was the case with seven or eight people who are now 
unaccounted for do you know much more on that or cases of people who refuse to budge and now uh might 
be missing well i've i've heard the same kind of you know uh stories that you've heard i have heard though 
that there were some folks down in some of those most southern parishes uh who did not evacuate and i've 
heard stories from the governor for example about some folks in the courthouse down in saint bernard parish 
where the water is on up to the second level of the courthouse so they've moved up to higher higher levels in 
the courthouse so i think what we're going to find is uh once again the the message that i keep preaching 
over and over is when these local officials either ask you to evacuate or tell you to evacuate they just don't 
do it for the fun of it they do it for a very serious reason now let me put that in perspective what that means 
now is that the search and rescue teams that i have to send in are going to put their lives in danger and 
perhaps even lose their life to go in and rescue people who for whatever reason refuse to evacuate that's a 
good point director i want to thank you very much and you've had a crazy day we appreciate your stopping 
by here fema director michael brown all right now to rick reichmath on where katrina goes right now rick yeah 
you know neil we're gonna have a very serious situation across much of the ohio river valley over the next 
say 24 hours i want to talk about something though that's really important for some of your viewers a lot of 
what happened went over a lot of the oil refineries and so it's going to take us a while before we can really 
get a good assessment of some of the damage we also have the loop this is a louisiana offshore oil port this 


is around 18 miles south of grand isle and the eye of this thing went just over this so it's going to take some 
time before we can see around one out of every 10 barrels of oil that's imported into the us comes right 
through this and of course southeastern parts of louisiana here 
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southeastern parts of louisiana here a lot of oil refinery support happens here and this is where the eye 
crossed over let's take a look forward now and see what we've got going on now as well as what we're going 
to see for the next few hours here's a look at the broader picture here the center part of this storm right now 
just moving up across parts of central mississippi but we're seeing now some of the effects of this storm 
extremely far out we can take a look a little bit further over here and this is pretty far we're around 200 miles 
away from the center of this storm and we've got some pretty significant cells producing some mesocyclones 
just some rotation in the atmosphere that could be producing some severe weather we also have a couple of 
tornadic cells we're going to be dealing with winds still gusting around 50 miles per hour but of course if we 
see any tornadoes from this it's going to be dangerous and many areas are going to continue to see some 
training of this rain we'll likely watch some flooding throughout parts of alabama and georgia throughout the 
overnight hours neil all right rick rickman thank you very much sir appreciate it well straight ahead she's not 
been the most dangerous but it's already looking pretty likely that katrina could be the classiest hurricane 
ever costly for you too even if you're nowhere near her wrath we'll explain after this [Music] the president 
pushes medicare prescription drug plans hello everyone i'm uma pemarashu president bush urging seniors 
to sign up for a new drug program for medicare recipients the president holding a roundtable discussion with 
senior citizens in el mirage arizona saying he hopes america's seniors will be open-minded enough to listen 
to new program options later today he plans to pitch the plan to folks in california 
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the plan to folks in california five people are dead after a shooting rampage outside a church in north texas 
police are saying a man opened fire after an argument with another man in a church parking lot that gunman 
shooting that man along with the church's pastor investigators are saying the suspect later killed two women 
stopped at an intersection the suspect was then involved in a nine hour standoff with police before turning 
the gun on himself france publishing a list of airlines forbidden to land in the country because of safety 
concerns the blacklist made public on sunday night the french civil aviation authority barring six airlines from 
thailand the u.s virgin islands north korea mozambique and liberia this comes on the heels of five major 
airline accidents this month alone and actor george clooney hoping lady luck is on his side as he ventures 
into the real estate business clooney investing an undisclosed amount of money in a las vegas resort las 
ramblas will be built just east of the sin city strip that's a quick look at the headlines making news at this hour 
your world continues next [Music] all right as we speak 750 000 louisiana residents are without power full 
restoration get this could take at least a month it's still pretty hot down there too meanwhile president bush 
declaring the state a major disaster area on the phone with us from baton rouge louisiana is the state's 
republican senator david vitter senator uh that's a lot of people without power in a pretty hot state what's 
going on it's an enormous amount of people and you're right it has been hot literally 95 degrees recently so 
it's going to be miserable unfortunately for quite some time why is that the case a month what what that's 
rather unusual to put it mileage well this storm is rather unusual this is literally a historic storm uh one of the 
most powerful ever to hit the united states maybe the most powerful ever to hit the us so it's just decimated 
our electricity infrastructure senator the president was indicating that your state needs help you got it what 


02:28:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=NqpBINzodxs&t=8881s 





your state needs help you got it what kind of money or help is coming your way well all the traditional fema 
assistance and i've been very very pleased about the federal response literally from the president and his 

personal focus on down and the fema director has been here on the ground i believe you just spoke to him 
he's on the ground here in baton rouge he was here yesterday before katrina hit major fema resources and 
personnel and teams on the ground so they certainly understood from the very beginning how devastating 


this storm would be in fact the president president bush signed the first emergency declaration when katrina 
was well offshore i believe it's only the second time in history that any president has done that um senator 
we're also hearing that a lot of oil rigs and refineries in the gulf that were shut down now likely will remain 
shut down and needing a lot of repair work for potentially weeks to come can you update me on that well 
that's virtually a certainty of course it's way too early to have done any real assessments yet and that needs 
to be done but we know from past history with ivan et cetera that that is virtually a certainty so there'll be 
some disruption there and i'm sure there'll be some extra cost to the pump there all right senator thank you 
very much we know danielle busy appreciate it uh senator vitter a republican of louisiana well as businesses 
in hurricane katrina's path get destroyed office depot jumping in to help the company pledged to contribute a 
million dollars to the american red cross for the massive relief effort that is yet to come joining us by 
telephone from delray beach florida steve adlan mr adan is the chairman and ceo of office depot sir good to 
have you thank you neil what uh i know you committed this one million dollars did you get any other takers or 
businesses i know you were asking others to help and contribute to this cause well office depot stepped out 
yesterday in advance of the devastation and donated a million dollars to the american red cross and we have 
challenged all companies in america to step forward 
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america to step forward and match or beat our donation we also are providing supplies by disaster relief 
camps throughout the region and we're working with fema and the local chambers of commerce i know the 
business roundtable has stepped forward and challenged its members through its partnership for disaster 
relief to donate to the american red cross so i know a lot of companies will be stepping forward for this 
historic uh storm do you notice mr adeline that with this money i know you have a lot of people customers in 
in the hurricane's path uh were you getting any signals from people that they working through the red cross 
that they were in fact going to use this money yes uh in office depot is located in south florida we have had 
six hurricanes ripped through here over the past year and katrina came through south florida first as a 
category one and we witnessed the devastation here seeing it hit the gulf states as a category four or five 
just as is an enormous impact we knew in advance that uh that this was going to have a material impact just 
on our own company we've got 50 stores closed and office depot will have you know 100 or 200 closed but 
that's that's uh just small in regards to the impact on the economy and the impact on our customers which is 
why office depot has stepped forward and tried to challenge all companies to step forward here you know i 
think american companies were at the forefront of tsunami relief and i think it was it's just tremendous with 
the generosity but here is the american tsunami and we need to step forward and uh and donate now for the 
relief efforts that that need to be coming over the next month all right steve island thank you very much of 
office depot appreciate it sir thank you neil you know alabama is still under state of emergency too where do 
you hear what the governor's doing right now and with apologies to a former president all this depends on 
what the meaning of emergency is how president bush is parsing the language 
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president bush is parsing the language on tapping the nation's petroleum reserve he didn't and he did i'll 
explain we'll debate [Music] all right now you think with the storm at oil prices running up we'd have a big 
down day on wall street we did not the dow finishing up about 65 points uh we saw some of the other major 
market averages following suit the nasdaq rich in technology stocks a lot richer today in the s p 500 that was 
up a little north of seven points meanwhile alabama remains at a state of emergency at this very hour nearly 
200 thousand are without power and among other things officials say that price gouging is a big concern 
joining us on the phone from clinton alabama is governor bob reilly governor good to have you how are you 
today neil i'm fine sir what proof of gouging have you got annie well i don't think we've had any proof what 
i've said today is that if anybody sees any evidence of any price gouging that's one thing we will not tolerate 
in the state of alabama what is gouging right how do you define it what what is gouging how do you define it 
well anytime anybody tries to take advantage of of their neighbors or anyone in that community by you know 
doubling the price of something i think the law actually says 30 to 40 percent so we haven't had any any 
reported gouging but the last time when dennis came through we had several cases were made then and we 


just want to remind everybody once again that that's that's not something that we're going to tolerate 
governor is there a sense though that whatever you're trying to do on gouging the fact of the matter is people 
in your state are going to pay a lot more for a lot of things period oh i don't think there's any doubt about that 
you know until we declare an emergency you know the statute doesn't apply but once that emergency is 
declared 
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but once that emergency is declared and we know what the price was the day before all right governor thank 
you very much no you're going to appreciate it sir all right alabama's governor now will katrina hit investors 
as hard as she's been hitting the south let us ask ben stein author of yes you can still retire comfortably join 
us max ferris the founder of axfunds.com and in sacramento scott hanson on moneymatters.com scott 
anyway with you begin with you is there a sense that that this temporary lifting of an energy crisis as a result 
of the storm has much follow through i don't really think so i think uh you know i think everyone was bracing 
for the worst this morning that's why we saw the dow fall down the oil price were up 10 first part of the trading 
day and things back down a bit of course the market's finished up i think when things are said and done it's 
not going to have as big as impact as people thought maybe last night well it's sort of like when you say ben 
when everyone says run one way you're wise to at least consider going the other right well i think we always 
have this kind of alarm when a big storm is coming near the gulf of mexico it's going to be a catastrophe it's 
going to wipe out all the oil drilling platforms all the all the refiners it never happens and this it's not going to 
happen this time there's going to be a momentary disruption there is some oil and supply gas stations are 
not going to run out of oil and whatever the long-term situation is with oil is going to be the short-term 
situation as well if you take the short-term situation i mean anything more than a few days i mean oil prices 
are i it seems to be in bubble territory and they will fall back to earth at some point fairly soon maybe for the 
long term that's fairly soon well within a day or two when people realize that these refiners have not been 
destroyed i think oil prices will will fall a couple of dollars i'm not an expert in that the long-term trend oil is 
clearly up as our friend jim rogers oil always says but the short-term trend should not be uh up the way it has 
been lately jonas there are a lot of people who Say it's just a matter of time before we get and stay over 70 
dollar barrel oil maybe 75 next bubble or not they say that's the inexorable direction uh i don't agree with that 
and i'll tell you this situation actually could lower the price of crude because it 
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the price of crude because it it hurt the refining infrastructure to some extent anything that gets in the way of 
us consuming gasoline would actually lower the price of crude including the the imports going into the loop 
there because we could refine the gate if we can't refine the gas then we the price of gas might go to three 
dollars at the pump but that means we're going to then consume less crude that would kind of pile up so you 
could see crude dive 60 55 but the price of gasoline go up at least for a short period of time you know uh 
jonas uh not jonas but but scott i have a view on this that might be wrong but what the heck i'm wrong often 
and one has it that maybe with the run-up in oil there is less likelihood that the federal reserve would be 
trigger-happy to keep hiking interest rates and that might have been one of the reasons for the run-up today 
clear neil clearly this is going to have you know if oil Keeps going up it's going to have an impact on the 
economy i mean for the guy who's making 100 grand a year what's he care if gas was 250 or three bucks a 
gallon he could afford it you take the single mom who's got two kids at home who's working two jobs and you 
know gas goes from 250 to three dollars a gallon she's going to have to cut something out of her budget 
maybe something that's actually necessary her family in order to stay alive stay afloat and so but she could 
have done that last year when oil was half the price it was and yet retail sales have gotten stronger and 
stronger every month but we've also seen that the gdp most economists say gdps slow down about three 
quarters of a point because the price of oil oil Keeps going up it's going to i mean it's clearly had a damping 
effect on the economy and if it Keeps going up it's going to have even greater well bent side would that make 
alan greenspan less inclined to hike ii i am absolutely mystified by what alan greenspan is doing i love him i 
know you don't like him i think he's wonderful but i'm mystified about what he's doing the price of oil is 
surging primarily because of demand from china raising rates in the u.s is not going to cut demand in china 


except in the most tangential way i love him so much because he's a nice friendly guy and because he kept 
us out of a depression after but you're arguing that he's raising interest rates in the face of this and it's not i 
think it's a mistake it's it's a mistake and it's not going to slow down china a bit 


02:38:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=NgpBINzodxs&t=9481s 





it's not going to slow down china a bit if he were the head of the chinese central bank and he could greatly 
raise their interest rates that might help maybe he should go there i'm sure they'd like to have it all right i'm 
coming over to your side i used to be more of a greenspan fan i don't think he'll stop the dark side right i don't 
think he'll stop raising rates because of this because i think very recently he got very spooked about real 
estate prices and what he might have created with artificially low interest rates such that even high oil prices 
now he's feeling guilty about it right and you really have to stop and say why did he lower interest rates to for 
40 50 year lows were we in the worst recession in 40 or 50 years that's a questionable strategy that might 
have overstimulated certain assets we weren't in the worst recession that we had a huge lopping off of the 
national wealth we had lopped off seven trillion dollars in the national wealth because of the liquidation of the 
internet bubble that was unprecedented since the great depression so bringing rates down to one percent 
was just i think it was justified but i don't think it's justified to raise them now to suppress demand in china 
okay final word on the subject well does katrina count as a big enough emergency for president bush to open 
the spigots of our oil reserves digging mcdowell what are you hearing well neil the white house is said to be 
weighing that option but think of it more as a loan not a gift i'll have that story coming [Music] up [Music] all 
right it's the question everyone's going to be asking does hurricane katrina rise to the level of a national 
emergency well that pretty much depends on where you live and what you're paying at the pump dagger 
mcdowell what's the deal well neil if president bush did tap the strategic petroleum reserve it would help ease 
supply warranties about oil and today that was one of the reasons traders were saying that oil ended the day 
up just a buck a barrel at about 67 a barrel instead of closer to 70. now the white house is said to be 
considering 
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considering loaning crude oil from that emergency stockpile if u.s refiners face delayed shipments because 
of hurricane katrina the u.s government's been slowly filling the reserve for nearly four years they started the 
government started right after 9 11. the u.s socking way oil in case there's a major shock to supplies and 
some will tell you that a natural disaster like katrina certainly qualifies and right now the spr is pretty much full 
up holding about three quarters of a billion barrels of oil stored in underground salt caverns in louisiana and 
texas and that is more than enough to cover over a year's worth of oil that we get out of the gulf region now 
in the past the government has loaned or exchanged oil from the spr to five companies loaning out about 5.4 
million barrels of crude oil to those five companies following supply disruptions after hurricane ivan last year 
now that oil was repaid by the spring of this year and that kind of move would help cushion the country from 
a supply shock it would keep refiners well supplied with oil however if refineries remain shut down or 
damaged the oil out of the spr may not mean relief at the pump gasoline supplies are so tight right now 
they're about seven percent below where they were a year ago that oil coming out of the spr won't help 
refiners make gasoline any faster and of course neil all of this hinges on how much damage did hurricane 
katrina do to our energy facilities along the gulf so we won't know for maybe days if not weeks so hang on for 
more pain at the palm okay thank you very much david purcell joins us right now he says it's a big mistake to 
be tapping into the reserve save it for a real emergency he is a partner at pickering energy in houston why do 
you say that dave well at the end of the day there's nowhere to put the oil right now you've got compared to 
ivan there's 55 million barrels more of commercial crude oil inventories in 


02:42:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=NgpBINzodxs&t=9721s 





of commercial crude oil inventories in the u.s a year ago we needed the oil and yet there was only a small 
amount released we have ample commercial stocks if the the impact from from katrina is likely to reduce 
crude oil demand by shutting in refineries for a while and unless you did some permanent or some 


sustainable damage to oil import infrastructure there's nowhere to put the oil so what is an emergency david 
at what point would you tap those reserves an emergency ought to be defined loosely as when you get crude 
inventories down close to minimum operating levels in other words there's a certain amount of inventory 
that's required to keep the system moving keep oil flowing and that number is about 270 million barrels that's 
what says says who i mean let's say if you're telling that to a lot of people who are now looking at three dollar 
gasoline likely and doubling in home heating oil prices isn't a little help however maybe little it might be better 
than no but none at all um i i would argue that if if the government said we're going to release oil from the spr 
there aren't going to be any buyers for it okay all right david purcell thank you very much appreciate it with 
pickering energy in houston well a lot of u.s businessmen are fretting about all the money lost today thanks 
to katrina i want you to meet one of their gurus here to say shut up after this [Music] hello everyone i'm uma 
pemaraju hurricane katrina making its mark on the gulf coast the storm now downgraded to a category one 
hurricane but still doing a lot of damage and causing major flooding where is katrina heading next let's check 
in now with foxcastor janice gene hi janice hi there uma we have a new advisory coming out at 5 pm we'll 
bring it to you but as of now 15 miles around west southwest of hattiesburg mississippi moving north 18 
miles per hour 95 mile per hour sustained winds making a minimal hurricane 
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minimal hurricane and of course it's moving across land very rapidly that is a good deal because it won't drop 
as much rain as we first anticipated but we still have tropical storm warnings and watches from the 
panhandle to alabama mississippi border as well as tennessee and kentucky and we also have this tornado 
watch in effect until this evening for southeastern louisiana all the way to the panhandle of florida and parts 
of western georgia we could see large hail and perhaps some damaging winds certainly heavy rainfall the 
threat of tornadoes into this evening overnight tonight into tomorrow and there's the latest track central 
mississippi overnight tennessee kentucky as a tropical storm tomorrow and then the ohio valley by 
wednesday certainly dumping a lot of rain and of course those gusty winds again the new advisory comes 
out at 5 p.m eastern time we'll have it here for you the latest on fox news channel back to you uma katrina's 
still packing quite a punch janice thank you i'm uma pemaraju your world continues next stay with us 
everybody all right well time for a special edition of fox stocks caught by katrina eye of the storm oil 
companies evacuating thousands of workers as katrina slammed into the gulf coast the storm shutting down 
eight refineries the area produces nearly half of the nation's gasoline supply that sent gasoline futures 
soaring to a new all-time high and it could mean a lot more pain at the pump industry watchers say we could 
see close to three dollars gasoline by the end of the week and don't be surprised if it is over three bucks in 
the very near future and grounded air travelers unable to get off the ground after flights were canceled in and 
out of new orleans international airport delton united among the hardest hit delta says the customers affected 
by the storm will be able to change their travel plans without penalties or fees and it's the latest blow for delta 
which is struggling to stay out of bankruptcy the stock is down 83 percent since the start of the year and 
snake eyes casino operators in the gulf states stand to lose millions of dollars for each day the katrina sticks 
around harrah's has the biggest exposure it operates nine casinos in the region accounting for more than 20 
percent of its profits mdm mirage also facing steep losses 
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mdm mirage also facing steep losses and paying for it katrina could cost the insurance industry more than 25 
billion dollars that could make it the costliest storm ever and that would top hurricane andrew which resulted 
in nearly 21 billion dollars in claims adjusted for inflation when it plowed into florida back in 1992 and 
rebuilding katrina has been ripping off roofs from homes and buildings tossing around plywood like its paper 
and not to mention all the flooding that is going to lead to a lot of rebuilding and that had investors snapping 
up shares of home depot and lowe's caldi the salvage company known for cleaning up after disasters well 
that would jump six percent just today well all of these are mere money issues to my next guest and all 
taking a mighty back seat to what really matters just surviving a storm of this magnitude here with lessons 
learned from a disaster perhaps the best-selling business self-help author of all time steve covey whose 
seventh and eighth habit series of highly effective people builds on its core being good to the core steve 


welcome thank you very much neil we need to keep this sort of stuff in mind but i guess it takes a disaster to 
remind us huh it does because uh usually people are humbled either by the force of circumstances like this 
natural disaster or they're humbled by the force of conscience and this is a situation here that you can see 
how good people become better in a sense and bad people become worse and they become price gougers 
and looters and so forth but i don't know anything that causes people to think more about the importance of 
their health and of their family and of their community and of helping each other like a natural disaster like 
katrina normally and my view was to you that there are far more good people than bad out there you see far 
more acts of kindness in situations like this then you do that price gouging you alluded to uh when everything 
is written about katrina will we discover that it was the good stuff that that won out here 
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here i definitely believe that what you said the overwhelming majority of the people even those who 
otherwise may not think that way when you have a catastrophe like this they really tend to become much 
much better people and you see a community a culture of helping each other gradually be nurtured and i 
think we're seeing this and you saw it i've been watching your program for the last two days and you can see 
it forming there and new orleans around the buildings and so forth and i think it's tremendous good that can 
come from it if people will gradually build those same principles into their value systems so that they always 
keep first things first but steve you know investors can be rather heartless they'll not accept excuses and a 
lot of companies in the days weeks and months ahead are going to point back to this hurricane as 
responsible for a period in which sales couldn't be registered restaurants couldn't open bars couldn't manage 
their operations and those businesses are rightly going to say that's what impacted our bottom line but their 
investors are going to run away well that's often the case and that's why people are often tested by situations 
like this so that it really tells them what is important to them the great french philosopher gerta said things 
which matter most must never be at the mercy of things which matter least and in times of real emergency 
you know what matters most and that's not your investment or your property it's your children and your 
homes and your community and you think that's what happened at least in the new orleans area and 
mississippi and alabama today definitely and also you've seen it in other natural you saw it with 911. good 
point good point so i think it's a it can be turned to a very healthy and positive thing rather than just a 
negative all right good reminders for us all steve covey thank you very much thank you very much all right 
well you've heard of a hurricane hitting your gas field but your grocery bill 
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gas field but your grocery bill more on the winds are blowing right in your pantry after this part time for a fox 
biz blast katrina could wall up some retailers all because it's hitting you in the wallet discount chains already 
reeling from high gasoline prices could feel the pinch if prices go up and consumers cut back and that could 
hurt lucrative back to school sales retailers also forced to close shops in some cases walmart shutting down 
85 stores due to the storm sears closed 14 stores and brought emergency generators to another 1 000. it 
also closed 23 of its kmart stores in at least three states and anheuser-busch is lending a hand to hurricane 
victims the company known more for its beer is shipping twelve thousand cases of clean drinking water to 
the region and that is a fox pits glass well you know your uh energy bill is not the only bill about to skyrocket 
from hurricane katrina paul kayla is a senior writer of business 2.0 in san francisco says that your grocery bill 
is about to get a beating but neil weinberg a senior editor ford's magazine disagrees paul to you first what's 
the impact well when you have agricultural products that are oil intensive such as fruits that are shipped by 
barge up the mississippi river or truck north you're going to see price inflation we've already seen that as oil 
has gone from 40 dollars a barrel to 65 over the past year or so also it's we've seen it paul we've seen little of 
it you know i i i Know that logic tells you if it costs more to ship goods the price of those goods should go up 
but not across the board but a good many of those prices have not gone up yeah it's true that commodities 
prices in general steel chemicals have been dropping since the spring but if you look at agricultural produce 
that's been shipped north you are seeing price hikes it's also worth noting that companies like png have 
major uh coffee production facilities in new orleans that's a good point you're talking about procter gamble uh 
neil weinberg you don't buy any of this why not 
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don't buy any of this why not i don't buy it look we've been in an economy where we've seen rising oil prices 
for a long time now and we haven't seen a big spike in inflation we have a very flexible economy we have 
lots of ways to transport things around this country not everything in the world is coming through new orleans 
i don't see why the sky is going to fall right now yeah but neil it is fair to say that it's not just new orleans right 
it's the entire gulf and a lot of stuff goes back and forth across the gulf absolutely and you know i think what 
you're going to see if you're going to see your pantry hurt it's going to be because oil and natural gas prices 
are going up and that's going to get passed on but again neil companies have not had a great success so far 
in passing along those higher costs this year fortunately for us consumers that means that we haven't seen 
the price spikes but paul you're arguing the days of those low commodity inflation are over right in the short 
term in the medium term lower demand is going to give relief to those prices i mean you have some of the 
smartest economists right now forecasting that as a as a result of this oil effect uh consumer spending will 
drop by three percent and if oil goes higher than 70 closer to 100 we'll have basically zero real gdp growth in 
the fourth quarter uh neil if that's true we we've got a lot more hurricane fallout to come we but it's not going 
to happen remember hurricane ivan probably not because we had a huge hurricane in the gulf last year and 
we lived through that we lived through 9 11 when we had this huge emotional and economic crisis and look 
at the economy came back quite quickly i don't see why katrina is suddenly so much worse than anything 
else it's not it's just it's making a bigger deal of this than is warranted though when all is said and done well i 
think we were all surprised when oil crossed 40 last spring and that's already taken half a point of gdp growth 
off in 2005. but you know paul paul i keep jumping on you i apologize but that's not a fair point if you think 
about it because we're still running at an economy growing at a close to three and a half percent clip which 
ain't too shabby 
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percent clip which ain't too shabby actually those forecasts have been lowered and now forecast you can talk 
all you want i'm talking about performance in the economy now and we've done well in the face of those 
rising energy prices and you look what the stock market did today well good point i my own i've been a bull 
for the last two years on gdp growth in the labor market we had 4.4 gdp last year i think that could be almost 
cut in half by next year all right neil you're not buying it no i'm not buying it i think this uh this economy has 
legs to run on i think we've seen it it's come through a lot of hits of the last couple years and it's been strong i 
just don't see that this is uh the last straw at all okay guys i want to thank you very much neil weinberg at 
forbes and paul kayla uh over at business 2.0 all right when is the last time you survived something that 
could kill you i mean kill you it changed your life right now imagine being those who survived katrina some 
thoughts after this all right another hurricane another spike in oil prices and other run-up and gas prices too 
and if the folks on bulls and bears are right get used to it just like they're already used to it in europe count gil 
oliver in defuniax brings florida unin pressed who cares what they pay for gas in europe dave butler in 
tennessee takes issue with raining in gas guzzling vehicles consider that lower income people depend on the 
older discarded gas guzzlers for transportation more than any other income group that's the real world 
outside of your island paradise then if katrina isn't enough to send oil prices soaring consider hugo as in 
hugo chavez the u.s bashing leader of venezuela who beau needle told our weekend business guys should 
be taken out before he hangs us all out to dry jerry hines and coco florida 50 caliber kudos to bo and cavuto 
forget all the pcbs vitamicino in white plains new york you've got to be kidding me advocating killing anyone 
on a television show about business is disgusting brainless and frankly 
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is disgusting brainless and frankly leaning towards the mentality of pre-war germany and while we're on the 
subject of oil and mother nature under the issue of heat and why somewhat tongue-in-cheek musing why 
laura bush puts up with vacationing every august in crawford texas where it's a hundred degrees in the 
shade if you are lucky sean fousey emails neil you have to be a texan to understand sandy st john in raleigh 
texas neil if you ain't a texan you can't fathom why we like it here even in august you like it in new york we 


like it here you say potato we say tater now back off pat parker in philadelphia neil you are ready to be 
admitted to bellevue what the hell was all that crap about you feeling sorry for laura bush you are out of your 
mind and do you know we are still getting email on raquel welch's visit to my show in fact we got more emails 
on rockell than we did with president clinton and president bush combined when they were interviewed on 
this show mary lapid south dakota okay neil you can close your mouth now it is unseemly for a news person 
to drool on national tv roy mccullough in virginia major kudos for you for landing raquel welch on your show 
she must genuinely like you nancy sweats via sbc global geez neil you were practically drooling on her 
hollywoodness how childish and starstruck can you get [Music] all right it is still way too early to gauge the 
exact amount of damage from katrina but i'll tell you what a lot of folks are just plain happy down in the south 
to have survived katrina they've got their priorities right after all you can't much fuss about the possessions in 
your life if you don't have a life calamities of all sorts tend to do that they make you focus on what is 
important and dismiss what is not now far be it for me the financial guy here at fox to say that finances aren't 
important but living is more important it is why those who survive disasters or major illnesses tend to 
appreciate the fragility of life and just how lucky we are to have it when we have it you know they say if 
you've got your health you've got 
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you've got your health you've got everything i say you've got your life you shouldn't worry about anything 
because things you can rebuild lives you cannot storms remind us of that surviving them makes us 
appreciate that all right that'll do it for tonight by the way tomorrow we're going to be looking at more katrina 
fallout the insurance companies you know a lot of folks are saying why insure people who live in risky areas 
some insurance companies are already saying well we're not going to do that is that right is that fair we'll 
take a look at that mana news is now [Music] good afternoon again everyone this is a fox news alert we are 
now expecting a news conference with mississippi governor haley barber to begin at any moment now 
hurricane katrina still a hurricane category one storm right at the 75 mile an hour mark now making a path 
through the northern section of mississippi weakening a bit but still those strong winds and the heavy rains 
are still a threat out there and again as soon as that press conference gets underway in jackson mississippi 
we'll bring it to you live well and welcome to fox news channel's wall-to-wall coverage of hurricane katrina 
martha mccallum along here with bill hemmer hurricane katrina roaring ashore on the gulf coast cutting a 
path of destruction that we've been watching throughout this day heading across louisiana mississippi 
alabama as bill was saying it's now heading through the upper parts of mississippi and when it went through 
those low-lying new orleans areas it indeed dodged what they expected would be a very strong direct hit but 
it is still getting pummeled by a powerful storm make no mistake about it president bush promising that the 
government will do all it can to help those people who are affected certainly our team is in place as they have 
been now for well over 36 hours now let's start this hour in new orleans back to the french quarter and back 
to shepard smith there bill and martha good afternoon we're in the heart of the french quarter on 
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the heart of the french quarter on bourbon street between bienville and contei this behind me is a rick's 
cabaret and that sign took a real beating as did the show bar down the street a lot of windows out to your left 
as you look at the screen and up here these are the balconies on which we rode out the storm last night 120 
mile an hour plus gusts we're told here in new orleans and if you look over here on these windows each one 
of these had those hurricane shutters along the way and those hurricane shutters were blown out in almost 
every case they ended up flying down the street and becoming a little more than flying missiles that is 
bienville down the street and as you continue to look canal street on the end and i can show you some 
damage from canal street first a facade fell off and crushed a number of cars out in front these are pictures 
that we took earlier in the afternoon and and they show some of the damage along canal street what you 
can't see here is is 75 miles an hour in the heart of the french quarter many of our viewers who visited this 
area will know this section here and the pictures kind of tell the story of what happened on canal much worse 
damage though as you move east in new orleans and along the west bank where there were concerns about 
the levees but late word is the levees did hold a lot of people out with their dogs this afternoon as we come 


back live on bourbon street some of them getting to walk for the first time this is the first few minutes we've 
had with no rain in central new orleans the bigger problems though are to the south and east of us in two 
parishes st bernard's parish and one other where the water is said to be up to roof level in some homes there 
are reports from emergency management officials of people still high atop their roofs in those counties 
waiting for emergency management personnel to come and try to get them out of there so far they haven't 
been able to do that because the weather is too inclement you may have heard that noise that that banging 
noise that's the kind of thing with which we were dealing throughout the night as we watched these hurricane 
shutters fly and wondered if it would get much worse what they were predicting for new orleans was 175 mile 
an hour winds in a 
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orleans was 175 mile an hour winds in a direct hit from hurricane katrina they didn't get that the folks in new 
orleans are certainly lucky at south mississippi not so much bill martha as we watch your picture there you 
say in that report that levy's essentially held is that what explains why the ground is so dry around you or is it 
more uh complicated than that well it's a little more complicated than that bill because it require uh pumps to 
get all the water out of new orleans some of those pumps are automated this is a priority area with all the 
hotels and and tourism here so these are automated pumps in outlying areas the larger pumps are diesel 
operated and they require operators to be unseen to crank those things up when the water first comes the 
problem is along the west bank of new orleans along the canal they lost the roofs on a number of those 
pumping stations so some areas on the east side of the city which have flooding now they can't pump the 
water out because they can't get anyone into those pumping stations how long that will take is still unclear 
also talked with the ceo of the power company here today or listen to him on emergency management radio 
he said 750 000 people in southeast louisiana are without power and according to the ceo of the energy 
company it could take up to a month to get all that power restored a lot of work ahead bill and martial huge 
job indeed you're right great work shep we'll talk a bit later this hour shepard smith in the french quarter 
here's martha all right well hurricane katrina pounding alabama with just torrential rains high winds from that 
powerful storm shaking literally shaking the building walls there taking down trees knocking down power lines 
a dust to dawn curfew still in effect for parts of that state rick leventhal has been on the ground for us in 
tuscaloosa alabama keeping an eye on what's going on there what's the latest there rick martha the state of 
emergency remains in effect in alabama and the weather continues to change here it's supposed to get a 
whole lot worse by seven o'clock local time two or three hours from now they're expecting high winds to hit 
this area and heavy rains just about an hour ago we had severe thunderstorms and heavy 
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we had severe thunderstorms and heavy rain coming down here and and then it cleared up again but it 
made the ground very soft and just steps away from our satellite truck here uh this huge tree came tumbling 
down uh less than 20 minutes ago and in fact there were a bunch of kids out here playing in this water they 
were splashing and running and sliding through it uh just steps away from this giant tree that came down and 
the officials here in this part of the state are expecting a whole lot more trees to come down and take down 
power lines with it i mentioned that rain that fell a short time ago we want to show you some pictures from 
just up the road here as a lot of the local streets got very heavy with water the flooding relatively rough in the 
downtown area and again as the rain continues to fall up to eight inches of rain or more tonight in very 
specific spots they think that things will get worse we heard as expected here's the governor of mississippi 
haley barber keeps a line where you can ask for specific specifics in department of transportation number 
601 359 701 are either closed or impassable at points you don't have any business driving anyway unless it's 
an emergency i want to report that entergy says that approximately two hundred thousand entergy 
customers without power mostly south of i-20 the rural electric power associations are reporting massive 
outages but are unable at this point to provide us with a number and we have not been in contact with 
mississippi power but having seen the devastation it's clear to everybody that most mississippi power 
customers south of i-20 at least are unlikely to have power before i turn over robert latham i just want to say 
to you we are just getting preliminary 


03:06:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=NaqpBINzodxs&t=11161s 





we are just getting preliminary damage assessments we don't know details for instance the director of the 
gaming association has advised me in the last 15 minutes that they are unable to give any status on 
damages to any of the coast casinos because us-90 is closed in fact most of it's still underwater and they 
can't get to the casinos the casino employees can't get to the casinos either it's a reminder why you shouldn't 
go back to the coast right now because you can't get to where you want to go there is obviously major and 
widespread severe damage on the coast and in the southern tier counties despite the fact that we can't 
quantify it with specificity we know from the wind damage from the storm surge that that's the case now to 
give you some a more detailed report about some specifics let me turn this over to robert latham before i 
finish and then we come back and take questions rob thank you governor first just let me uh highlight some 
of the major areas that we're working on and the things that we can tell you right now i Know last time we we 
told you we couldn't tell you much we have a little bit more report and i'll attempt to do that right so the 
governor who is uh letting people know that they need to stay put but also getting a sense of what the extent 
of the damage is with a couple hundred thousand people that they know of in mississippi alone without 
power remains a dangerous situation and the damage is clearly extensive yeah you heard the governor 
saying there that the trouble is far from over for the state of mississippi as what's left of katrina continues on 
its path north and flooding is really a very real concern for just about the entire state we heard robert latham 
who was speaking there at that news conference saying earlier that they know they received phone calls 
from people who were trapped on rooftops there joining us by phone now from tupelo mississippi is one of 
that state's congressman roger 
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one of that state's congressman roger wicker sir thank you so much for joining us today i'm glad to join you 
what do you do about people who call up and they need help and yet you can't get to them because it's too 
dangerous of a situation uh well i'll tell you what we're doing up here is uh we're not bearing the blood of it 
just yet the the rain and wind are pretty hard up here but we're showing our hospitality we've opened up the 
uh tupelo bancorp south center our coliseum our churches are open and uh and we're feeding people and 
and um making sure that they got a place to stay and something to eat certainly i know that mississippi uh 
especially northern mississippi is playing host to evacuees from other areas from down along the coast in 
mississippi as well as louisiana and perhaps alabama as well what are the shelters looking like do you guys 
still have power up in your area we still have power here in tupelo i know that some of our schools and 
universities in north mississippi have decided to close and remain closed until at least until at least noon 
tomorrow but as far as i know everybody in the northern half of the state has power and what do you do sir 
about the resources that your state is going to need especially there in biloxi where they were so hard hit and 
you heard the governor talking about some of the casinos which i know contribute mightily to the the 
economy down in that area how did you as a state find the resources to deal with this well let me just say i 
was just listening to the governor it seems to me that he is very very prepared and is doing a wonderful job 
for us so i was pleased to be able to listen in before it got to be my time i was a teenager when camille hit 
back in 1969. the difference in our preparedness is is just striking here in 2005. we are we're never glad to 
have these hurricanes but we're ready 
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hurricanes but we're ready and uh and our state uh mima and working with the fema agency uh we're as 
prepared as we could possibly be it is true that in this day and age of internet and television and cable news 
people do get the warnings and yet still it seems like every hurricane we see those folks out there trapped on 
their rooftops or playing in the water and it's uh it can be a very dangerous situation congressman roger 
wicker of tupelo mississippi thank you sir for joining us today i hope you and all your loved ones stay safe 
thank you very much we have more ground to cover as we bring you the latest on the aftermath of hurricane 
katrina the worst may be over but the storm is still packing a punch up next more on the damage katrina has 
left on the infrastructure of new orleans we'll also continue to bring you the latest video as it comes in these 


pictures to us show the damage on the streets of new orleans especially damage to the roof of the 
superdome that's where thousands of people took refuge from this storm and there you see the outside of 
the roof ripped off it allowed rain to pour in on all those evacuees this is msnbc's continuing coverage of 
hurricane katrina katrina is a pretty devastating hurricane i've been through many of these since 1969 i've 
been on the gulf of mexico writing them out and each one has its own little thing it does here some of the 
pictures showing the power of katrina many of those who chose to stick it out in new orleans did so at the 
superdome the sports arena was considered the safest place to ride out the hurricane and for the most part 
that held true we do have this video to show you of a hole that blew open on the top of the dome look at the 
water pouring inside no one was hurt by that we won't know how serious the damage is until crews can get 
on top of the dome and actually survey where the roof came off weakening hurricane katrina has been 
downgraded to a category one storm but not before causing lots of trouble 


03:12:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=NaqpBINzodxs&t=11521s 





but not before causing lots of trouble for the state of louisiana and one of the biggest problems right now 
continues to be flooding nbc's donna gregory has been checking out the damage left behind in covington 
louisiana she filed this report not long ago you can see behind me this dumpster right here it was probably a 
good 20 feet over here to the right side immediately next to this other dumpster right here all of this trash that 
you see had been inside of the dumpsters and walk with me this way back over here is a mattress that had 
been inside this empty dumpster that's how strong this wind was those are seriously big mattresses we were 
riding out the storm from about 11 o'clock to about one o'clock local time in our hotel it's the holiday inn here 
in covington the only hotel open in town all the families were inside in the main area there was a plate glass 
window that separates the pool from the on the inside from the pool on the outside part of that window just 
shattered so there's damage even at the hotel where we are staying we actually heard that falling glass it 
was pretty frightening most of the people though in our part of the hotel were in their rooms just riding out the 
storms they brought their dogs they have their children there with them there's no power in the entire area 
and there's lots of downed tree limbs there's lots of water in the streets there's lots of people that are still 
huddling inside shelters we understand that covington high school there's still 330 or so people there to the 
east of us in slidell louisiana on the east side of lake pontchartrain we're hearing tales that almost every 
home and business has been touched by the winds and the rain of hurricane katrina this is in st tammany 
parish in plaquemines and st bernard's parish we're hearing reports of people calling in saying they too are 
stuck on their roofs because of the rising water it's a very serious situation here it's just calm enough now for 
us to go out and actually survey the extent of the damage here and that was donna gregory a short time ago 
now there are parts of the big easy breathing a sigh of relief this 
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breathing a sigh of relief this afternoon new orleans was spared a direct hit when the hurricane made landfall 
east of the city a direct kit almost surely would have swamped new orleans which in some parts is at least 10 
feet or so below sea level retired army lieutenant general robert flowers is the former chief of the army corps 
of engineers he can explain what's in store for the city below the sea thanks very much for joining us well it's 
very good to be with you give us your assessment based on what you've heard so far well it's tough to 
assess not having uh seen things but in general what you'll find is it's going to take some time to be able to 
get the water out of the city and that that will depend on how much is there uh power availability un how long 
the pumps will hold etc but all of the water that essentially is collected inside of uh the levees has got to be 
pumped back out over the levees that could be yeah best case scenario how long do you see that taking well 
it will probably take a matter of days if not longer so when we hear from the governors who are saying look 
it's very unlikely that people can return to the coastal areas for days that makes sense to you it certainly does 
all right let's talk about once they're able to get some of that equipment in how difficult a job is it and and can 
we assume that all of this equipment is okay that it itself hasn't been damaged by the storm no you cannot 
assume that and it would take some assessment before you'll know for sure but typically people go into work 
right away check for survivors take care of those as best they can find some temporary shelter for people 
affected and then go about removing debris removing the water and restoring and cleaning up i don't know if 


you have a monitor but we have been looking at pictures of people walking through some of the standing 
water in parts of new orleans and it is waist deep so what does that tell you about what kind of job is ahead 
uh they have a huge job ahead that's what it tells me what are some of the dangers in terms of getting this 
job done 
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getting this job done well you uh i would be concerned about the length of time that the water is against the 
levees the length of time and and the condition of the pumps being able to maintain them and the other thing 
that i would be very concerned with is as the storms make their way further north that they don't cause 
another flood to come down the river uh toward the city and we're looking at some pictures now that uh were 
off of wdsu and we had actually seen part of this earlier when a guy said he made a very big mistake and got 
into his car and drove and and this is what happened that he ended up sort of having to get help getting out 
of his car long-term general what do you see as the biggest challenge for the crews who will be moving in to 
assess the damage and do the cleanup well this is going to require a national effort in my opinion to restore 
following this event because you've got damage from louisiana around to florida and so it's going to take a 
national effort and it's going to be a long hard pull going to take some great cooperation on the part of all 
government private contractors and we're in for a tough recovery retired army lieutenant general robert 
flowers former chief of the army's corps of engineers we appreciate your sharing your expertise and you just 
heard him saying there it's going to be a national effort well the man in charge of that national effort is mike 
brown the director of fema let's go directly to him now hello mr brown nice to see you today same here tell 
me what kind of a job you're looking at in store for you well it's going to be one of the bigger jobs that fema 
has undertaken what's happened is we've got really kind of two kinds of disasters going on here we have the 
urban disaster where in new orleans we're going to have lots of flooding damage that we may actually 
haven't been able to see it yet plus the coastal event that occurred in mississippi 
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mississippi and then this storm is going to continue on up through tennessee and the ohio valley ohio valley 
so i really expect a flooding event all through the midwestern united states right now you know we heard 
some estimates already and and i will say to our viewers these are preliminary reports coming in we've heard 
over and over again that the the leaders just can't get their people out to assess all of this properly because 
there are downed trees and power lines there's a lot standing in the way of even an accurate assessment at 
this point however that being said we've heard one estimate that in one parish alone in louisiana 40 000 
homes have been flooded how do you go about even starting to help those people well it's going to be a 
huge massive effort i'm just listening to your earlier guest and it's going to take the coordinated efforts of 
state local and federal governments to do that and your other point i think is so valid i mean i've got these 
urban search and rescue teams i've got the medical teams they're all deployed ready to move in but up until 
about two or three hours ago we still had hurricane hurricane force winds in downtown new orleans so i'm 
just now being able to move those folks in and we have to make sure that it's safe for them to get there to 
actually start rescuing people mike do you have any estimate of when it might be that you get an accurate 
reading of what the job entails well i'm hoping that at least by tomorrow morning i know the state is sending 
some boats out this evening but of course it's still cloudy it's still dark so i don't know how much they're going 
to be able to see my plan is to get our teams in here first thing in the morning i hope to be able to do an 
aerial survey tomorrow morning and really start seeing just how bad it is at least in this urban area before i 
start looking into mississippi alabama and the other other places well you certainly have a mighty job ahead 
of you and we certainly appreciate the fact that you took a few minutes out to spend some time with us this 
afternoon michael brown the director of fema katrina does continue to weaken but we are seeing more and 
more of the damage of the storm left behind we're getting in new video from locations all along the gulf coast 
we have much more ahead right here on msnbc stay with us 
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right here on msnbc stay with us what we begged for was for people to get out of the way the only way to 
really protect yourself was to evacuate and i wish every person had done that and i hope everybody that 
didn't is going to be okay another look at the power of katrina in pictures this is damage to an suv in macomb 
louisiana lacombe just north of the city of new orleans on the other side of lake pontchartrain at the height of 
the storm it seemed at times as though new orleans was cut off from the rest of the world it was impossible 
to get a tv signal out and it was almost as hard to get a phone call out but the internet came to the rescue 
both with blog entries from the scene even some video we heard from some of the first victims of katrina 
through television newscasts streamed live on the internet as we continue to look at damage of downed 
trees and whatnot we had just interviewed a woman well she was a little upset that even though she 
evacuated she still got stuck in the storm midnight and all the traffic we beat the traffic somewhere it was 
only like eight hours in it we were just stuck this would be a safe place now we probably can't even leave out 
of here to go back home i mean they Say it's time for us to come back [Music] scary scary and we're going to 
be hearing from a lot more people who say the same thing it was very scary but now the storm clouds are 
clearing along the gulf coast we're getting a clearer picture of the power of katrina the worst may be over but 
the storm's still a powerful one as it heads north there's more of our coverage ahead on the other side of the 
break you're watching msnbc sounded more like a train threat of you know like railroad trains it was 
incredible the noise is 
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trains it was incredible the noise is what's scary here is one of those few who chose to ride out hurricane 
katrina in new orleans parts of that city look like a war zone at this hour as we're beginning to get the full 
scope of this destructive storm welcome back to msnbc's coverage of hurricane katrina i'm contesta brewer 
hello i'm chris jansing the storm has been downgraded but still packs dangerous wind speeds and heavy rain 
msnbc's chief meteorologist steen mclaughlin continues to track katrina for us in our weather center hi scene 
hi chris you hit the nail on the head still packing a punch just 90 minutes ago we just checked in with an 
automated reporting station in laurel mississippi small town reported a wind gust 90 minutes ago 110 miles 
an hour just 90 minutes ago before the gauge failed so even though katrina is a category one with sustained 
winds at 75 miles an hour there have been reported gusts of 92 miles an hour and obviously higher up to 110 
miles an hour so it is still packing a punch but we are showing signs now that it's getting weaker the pressure 
has been rising all morning long it's moving to the north at 18 miles an hour and it's shrinking in size that's 
good news for a lot of people hurricane force winds extend out about 60 miles and tropical storm force winds 
extend out about 205 miles but it's mostly now on the southeast side of katrina and again where is it located 
about 30 miles northwest of laurel mississippi where they had that 110 mile an hour wind gusts about 90 90 
minutes ago on this path we expect it later on tonight to take a turn to the northeast then downgraded to a 
tropical storm then to a depression then to just remnants of katrina and possibly becoming a major rain event 
flooding possible in the upper elevations especially in western kentucky tennessee then up through the ohio 
valleys and the eastern great lakes including upstate new york and northern maine let's take a look at the 
tornado watch boxes in effect and the filled in 


03:24:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=NaqpBINzodxs&t=12241s 





watch boxes in effect and the filled in counties are active tornado warnings this is one of the main threats 
along with the flooding as the storm surge starts to subside down especially along the gulf coast takes about 
six hours after the eye wall passes for the floodwaters to start to recede that's really not good news because 
when the floodwaters start to recede as you can see this active flooding down there they start to undermine 
foundations of roadways the foundation of houses and so on and so on so it's not really a good time to be out 
and about as well atlanta airport still running behind schedule most of the airports down along the gulf still 
closed at this hour we'll let you Know when they open up probably later on tomorrow if not thursday and 
dallas is still running behind schedule as well temperatures in that area still hot and muggy in dallas at 93 
rain cool down in atlanta at 75. new orleans still not reporting what about the cleanup tomorrow as people get 
out it is going to be partly cloudy and 91 degrees it's going to be raining throughout portions of arkansas 
kentucky tennessee and ohio and then on up in through the mid-atlantic and northeastern corridor and the 


heat wave continues especially in the central rockies 94 degrees in denver so that's the latest on katrina 
chris and contesta still basically packing still a pretty good wallop 110 miles an hour and again the storm 
surge will be the story especially along the gulf coast you know we were asking you earlier scene about 
some of the temperatures that people might see i mean discomfort seems like something small compared to 
billions of dollars in damage but a lot of those weather instruments are damaged or may be gone forever huh 
yeah they're going to have to get out there the national weather service service offices that service these 
what's called the asos sites asos stands for automated surface observation system there are automated rain 
gauges automated temperature gauges wind anometers as well so they're going to have to go out there fix 
them get them back up and running a lot of those especially in southeastern louisiana just went down as 
soon as the landfall came ashore peak wind gusts 114 
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peak wind gusts 114 miles an hour at grand island louisiana c mclaughlin thank you and one of the hardest 
hit areas in the storm mobile alabama that city was hit with strong winds and a storm surge that has resulted 
in significant flooding nbc's kristen dahlgren has been assessing the storm damage there she's on the phone 
now and kristen what's the latest in mobile well contessa i came up to my sixth floor hotel room to try to give 
you a little bit of a different perspective on the storm i don't know if you can hear it but the winds up here 
almost as loud as they are down on the street level i opened up those blackout shades that we kept closed 
during the storm for safety and there is actually insulation that has rattled out of the windows and is now on 
the windowsill the carpet in my room is wet so water did come in at one point during the storm when i look 
down on the street i see a lot of debris some awnings that are down in the area i also see a ramp to i-10 it 
looks like there is no traffic on that at this point i know that parts of i-10 have been covered in water this area 
where i am i'm not seeing any flooding and that's good news because officials have thought that this area 
even in the center of mobile would be covered in at least some water and it doesn't appear to be flooding 
elsewhere in the city is significant still though the mobile bay came over the seawall downtown and in places 
the water was up 15-17 feet so significant flooding there and flooding a big concern as we go through the 
next few days because flooding in storms like this actually kills more people than wind does in many cases 
so people being advised to stay out of that water already we're hearing about rescues in this area officials 
and rescue crews having to go out and save people who have tried to go home and have gotten caught in 
some of the high water it is very dangerous it can be down power lines and that water even just a foot or two 
of water really can sweep a car away so at this point officials warning people not to go out 
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officials warning people not to go out in the storm yet there is still a curfew in effect for mobile until 6 am 
tomorrow and police say they will be arresting people if they catch them out in the street so that's the latest 
here in mobile for now contessa back to you boy kristen we heard seen saying there that the storm continues 
packing a punch and to hear you talking about the wind there it just really must be wearing on people's 
nerves now can you talk about at all the people who are at the hotel where you are and whether they're just 
tired of hearing that wind yeah they certainly are this is one of the only hotels in downtown uh that did stay 
open through the storm so we have seen a lot of people here that had to get out of their their houses either 
here in mobile or even further south and more towards new orleans so a lot of people did come here they've 
been treated well at the hotel the hotel has been providing food for them but you can imagine being away 
from your home for so long not knowing what it is that you're going to go back to and then not even being 
able to go outside to check things out because it still is pretty dangerous out there so you know it is wearing 
thin on people they're really anxious to get home but a lot of people saying that they're not sure that they'll 
have a home to go home to this is uh it's not a good scene for a lot of people there along the gulf coast chris 
and dogwood we certainly appreciate you keeping us up to date there in mobile alabama the internet has 
been a good place to get the latest on katrina in between trying to protect their lives and their homes some 
people have been posting their experiences on the blogs let's go to connected senior producer tony masilis 
to hear what those bloggers are saying hi tony hey contessa you have some amazing stories out there our 
nbc affiliate in new orleans wdsu has been live blogging throughout this storm some truly amazing 


eyewitness reports at this website including a story about people huddled in the hallways of chalmette high 
school there also some frustration from the police who were unable to respond to 911 is just too dangerous 
right now 
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just too dangerous right now and a blog called eyes on katrina has gone online this is completely devoted to 
coverage of the storm there are eyewitness accounts as well as information about closed roads and local 
damage in that area for example one school in gulfport reporting today a partial wall collapse inside that 
school usa today has a blog up and running and there i found some really dramatic photos most of them are 
taken by photojournalists who are down covering the storm in that area i want to share two of them with you 
this one right here is a man in downtown new orleans who's crossing the street he's carrying his belongings 
in a bag there you can see the water rushing down the street he's apparently on his way to the superdome to 
seek some shelter the other picture is also from downtown new orleans this is a picture of bricks crushing 
cars those bricks actually actually fell off a building facade it was simply that windy there very dramatic 
photos captured and in the last hour i shared some photos that were sent to our website by viewers well 
we're also receiving some emails i want to share one with you from a woman named barbara in pearl river 
louisiana she writes today my husband stayed in new orleans east trying to keep phone service going from 
bell south since last night that building has been used in new orleans by the firefighters because it's safe the 
levees have been breached and the parking lot is under water with cars floating like corks in a bathtub the 
fire engines cannot get out because of the flooding and the windows of the third floor have all been blown out 
a very dramatic account we're getting lots of emails like that back to you tony masolis thank you so much you 
know it's really unbelievable that these police officers and firefighters were getting 911 calls and yet they 
weren't able to go out and rescue these people can you imagine how frustrating that has to be yeah it's a 
heartbreaking situation and uh we do hope that uh people who need help will get the help they need that 
they've been able to be safe there 
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that they've been able to be safe there was that a dramatic quote from a guy who called in who was trying to 
decide whether he was gonna have to go through his roof and get out break through it and go on out onto his 
roof he uh the water was rising so high well msnbc.com is looking for your help so if you have any stories 
you can come to us at msnbc.com pix at msnbc.com if you have any pictures but of course only do that if it's 
safe for you we don't want you uh in other words stick your arm out the door right exactly all right there is 
much more of our coverage of hurricane katrina ahead still anead more as people in katrina's path begin to 
assess that damage you're watching msnbc [Music] biloxi mississippi took the brunt of the storm's fury early 
reports from there are detailing extensive flooding and damage joining us now by phone from biloxi is david 
ruddick with the american red cross david thanks for joining us this afternoon thank you how are you i'm 
good i was just going to ask the same question of you how are you how did you fare during the storm i got to 
tell you i've been out on over 30 disasters and that was the most intense storm i've ever been through um 
right now we're trying to get into biloxi we had to pull back to uh an area inland that was a little safer and right 
now we're looking at some pretty uh thorough devastation the tidal surge is still very visible here uh and the 
waves are even wide capping because of the winds whipping around there's going to be a lot of assistance 
provided in here the red cross intends to do that as soon as we can get in here of course the our primary 
concern is the safety of our clients and then our volunteers and staff that are going to try to get in here and 
provide relief well david can you tell me where you rode out the storm then and how you were able to see so 
much of this well we were back about five miles 
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well we were back about five miles outside of biloxi proper in a hotel uh that took a pretty good beating in fact 
uh we were catching a lot of uh of of tin roofing and uh shackling uh shielding rather from the texaco next 
door um just an awful storm very intense and uh can't wait to get in here and start helping people as soon as 


we can you've already seen a look outside can you describe you said that you've seen the storm surge and 
the waves lapping out there can you describe that a little bit more and and tell me when you expect to be 
able to get into biloxi and start helping out there sure um one of the things that we're seeing uh right now a 
lot of downed power lines uh several of the uh the big grid-like power lines are down across the main bridge 
in the block and if you look at most of the signs that uh that would give you direction in and out of the city 
they're just completely snapped off and bent in half we passed one neighborhood that the the damage was 
so complete that i don't think there was one house left standing on that we were going to try to get in there 
but it was too dangerous uh the people didn't look uh it didn't look like people had stayed there it looked like 
they had evacuated so we are kind of comfortable about that right now the red cross is trying to move every 
resource we have to respond to the single largest natural disaster response in our organization's history so 
we've got literally thousands of of uh volunteers uh moving across the country and staging in safe areas and 
as soon as we can get into some of these areas we'll start getting the food and financial assistance after 
these people that they need well less than 12 hours after katrina made landfall and you've already had an 
eyeful david reddick thank you so much for sharing some of what you've seen already we appreciate it thank 
you contessa and you know if i can just say this is going to be a very long operation we're going to need the 
support of the american people if they can help us by calling 1-800 help now we sure would appreciate it 
okay thanks david thank you all the flooding brought on by the 
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all the flooding brought on by the hurricane is a serious health concern joining us from tallahassee florida is 
dr bonnie sorenson the florida state health officer for the department of health thanks very much for being 
with us thank you i know that you folks unfortunately in florida have a lot of experience with this in the hours 
and days after a situation like this what's the immediate concern the biggest danger well an immediate post- 
storm time we really see more injuries and and deaths from flood waters and so the basic idea is just to tell 
people don't go out at all don't go into standing water right it's unsafe from a contamination perspective and 
from an injury perspective flood waters can be contaminated by sewage and other chemicals and pollutants 
but flood waters can also be dangerous because flood waters can conceal sharp objects glass electrical 
wires also animals and bugs fire ants and snakes can be floating in flood water so it's extremely dangerous 
dangerous after the storm to be out wandering in the flood and how concerned would you be for the water 
supply the safety of the water supply well the water supply is a concern certainly one doesn't want to be 
drinking flood water or eating any food that's been contaminated by flood water but also even tap water if 
water systems have lost their water pressure then the community tap water can be contaminated as well so 
we advise folk to boil the water for at least a minute if they have heat or they can also add eight drops of 
unscented household bleach per gallon and let it sit for 30 minutes and if it's still cloudy do it again to try to 
clean the water to consume it good advice florida state health officer bonnie sorensen thank you for your 
time thank you and there is more ahead of our coverage of hurricane katrina up next we'll take you back 
through the day as the storm crashed ashore you're watching msnbc 
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[Music] in the last 24 hours we have witnessed the full wrath of hurricane katrina before we leave you this 
hour we want to give you a look back at this storm with the help of the reporters who brought it to you live 
rain's been going on all night obviously but just in the past i'd say hours so we've been getting beginning to 
get on the taps of the windows the debris from the trees that are beginning to shred you see i just lost my hat 
this is going to be par for the course inside 8 000 people are either sound asleep or trying to get their their 
kids asleep there is no power the only circulating air is coming in through fan portals the fans are running 
backwards and you would too if hit with 100 miles an hour of wind okay it's a piece of sheet metal it's sharp it 
could cut you but when it's traveling at 60 miles per hour and it hits you it's not only going to cut you it's going 
to knock you down i mean flying debris we've got a piece right back here i don't Know if you can see it but it's 
starting to roll around the parking lot there and i mean that's the stuff we're concerned about here with but 
you know we're watching it we're keeping an eye on it and we'll be out here as long as we can and we can 
be safe of course we're literally watching new orleans taken apart bit by bit i want to show you the outside of 


the hyatt regency where we were staying last night and where hundreds more are cooking what you're 
looking at is the outside of the building and obviously all of those windows have been blown out i'm a big guy 
about 220 and it's hard to stand when they come through here and in fact when we can you know we're 
generally in the sheltered area the good news here the rain for the most part has let up yeah it's still raining 
but nothing like the torrential rain that we saw starting at about midnight which lasted for hours and hours 
here now we're dealing with the wind and very light rain and as you can see the wind is still substantial we're 
still here in oceans i don't know how this gap here is literally coming apart 
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this gap here is literally coming apart from the hurricane our force winds we've been seeing this debris flying 
off all afternoon day of the wind in the third floor of this uh this hotel is out uh the management here has 
evacuated the third floor of the hotel we're seeing sort of roll past us almost like a sort of weird parade our 
bits of insulation uh deciding from buildings in fact uh they've got one of these skyways that connect the 
buildings one to the other and the metal siding from that skyway is just peeling off like an orange this storm 
has been downgraded the deputy director of fema told me just a short time ago listen it's like getting hit by a 
freight train versus a semi either way it's going to hurt just some of the reporters who have been bringing us 
these amazing stories today from hurricane katrina and we'll continue to to show you uh we're really just 
starting to get a lot of the video in right that does it for this hour of msnbc's coverage of hurricane katrina 
there's much more ahead coming up next the coverage continues with the abrams report keep it right here 
on msnbc you could easily have that kind of an impact from katrina what's likely to be the bottleneck the 
refinery capacity cut or is it the movement of oil crude oil into those refineries and out of them yeah chris i 
think the refined the refinery the potential for refinery damage is the single biggest issue out there you can 
release all the oil you want from the strategic petroleum reserve but nobody's going to buy it crude 
inventories are ample the real issue is gasoline inventories are near record lows and with refineries flooded 
and with massive power outages in south louisiana you have the potential to have refinery production offline 
for two or three weeks with gasoline demand that's surging because of all the evacuations out of south 
louisiana and the southern alabama mississippi So so production of gasoline goes down 
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so production of gasoline goes down demand goes up inventories already low that creates a lot of pressure 
on gasoline and releasing a little oil from the strategic reserve is is a non-event it doesn't fix the problem 
jason this seems to be making the president's case i mean he's been saying ever since we started arguing 
about energy policy several years ago he's been saying the issue is refinery capacity has to be expanded i 
think that's certainly one of the issues chris but it's just a small part of the overall global problem and we have 
we have good news bad news and worst news the good news is we are half as dependent upon oil per our 
gdp that we were 20 years ago we made a lot of progress the bad news is that the oil prices are high and are 
going to stay high for quite a while the worst news is that any little disruption hurricane labor strike anxiety in 
nigeria any kind of terrorism in saudi arabia and we do not have the global reserves to address this problem 
you can't refine oil that you don't have u.s demand is going up and up is there any other refinery capacity we 
could resort to in the meantime while they repair with the damage done down in louisiana refineries in this 
country are stressed and we need to do more to increase our refinery capacity people are not sitting on 
spare capacity refineries are going hard by that whatever's lost down there is lost there's no alternative to get 
it no you're running your refinery system domestically this time of year at or near capacity there's just not a 
lot of spare a spare hydro treating capacity out there let's all take a look at the average price of gas in boston 
2.60 cents in chicago 2.78 in houston texas it's been at 256. la 276 new york 261. let's take a look take a 
look around the world rome is paying 570 that's in us dollars obviously 5.70 cents per gallon london it's 560 a 
gallon tokyo 461. moscow 195 they're a producing country beijing 171 that's probably subsidized lebanon is 
paying 2.64 riyadh the ultimate producing state the 92 cents q8 68 cairo 59 since that must be an 
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q8 68 cairo 59 since that must be an interesting deal they don't produce any oil in caracas a highly 
subsidized socialist economy 12 cents chris this is the key point oil costs the same around the world we have 
a global oil market the price of a barrel of oil in saudi arabia and the u.s is the same price is so different taxes 
and subsidies taxes and subsidies but fundamentally this is a global oil problem and until we address the 
global demand and supply this equity we're going to have a problem for a long time to come let me go to 
david you know whenever you talk to an oil man or i guess an oil woman they always say we've got plenty of 
oil in the world we just have to get it uh they'll never run out of it you can't run out of oil and yet recently there 
was talk that i know this sounds millennial but or apocryphal that they may even have an overestimated 
capacity a reserve in saudi arabia instead of hundreds of years it's in a much more near-term uh end of zone 
for us do you buy that that we're getting close to running out of oil around the world no i don't i think the issue 
has been global demand growth is outpacing the ability to convert those reserves into producible oil i think 
the reserves are there and i just think it's going to take time and money and a lot of effort from the oil 
business to convert those reserves into actual production we're not running out of oil we may be running out 
of cheap oil i think we're at a 20 oil i think we're at a 30 dollar feel the pressure point now this week more 
than ever because we're going to realize what it means to lose this refinery capacity down in louisiana 
anyway thank you david purcell thank you j for jason gramey up next the impact of hurricane katrina on the 
environment we'll talk to a scientist from the louisiana from Isu louisiana state university hurricane center this 
is a special edition of hardball on hurricane katrina we'll be right back [Music] welcome back because new 
orleans is a city below sea level the flood water must be pumped out of the city with a majority of the pumps 
now not operational it'll take a week or longer to remove the eight to nine 
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to remove the eight to nine feet of standing water now in the big easy the immediate problem is that this 
water is turning into a toxic soup as it mixes with sewage gas and other poisonous liquids ivor van pearden is 
with the Isu hurricane center he has an update on the phone for us from baton rouge ivor thank you for 
joining us you know that phrase soup it's been called gumbo it's the mixture of all the things that happened in 
that tea cup of a city of new orleans how does it look for cleaning it up well um right now there's a report of a 
levy breaching along the industrial canal so before you're going to be able to pump a lot of the water out of 
some of these areas this levee is going to have to be repaired so that initial estimate of a week maybe you 
know being optimistic we may be looking at uh several weeks before we can get all the water out i 
understood that the as of yesterday that these levees are 100 feet thick how could it break um the the 
situation is that the surge comes in from the east and it flows uh up a funnel between two levee systems so 
as it as it flows towards new orleans the cross-sectional area gets narrower and narrower and narrow and 
that really amplifies the surge it finds its way over the levee there's some wave action and bob's your auntie it 
erodes it out and then you've got the serious flooding we see right now okay let's reset the table as we say 
on television what is the the situation of new orleans just in terms of the topography what it faces on its 
various sides what the fact that it's below sea level and what kind of liquids would be spilling into this city in 
the last several hours um we still are trying to figure that out but uh the hazard the the damage assessment 
model suggests that 90 of all buildings were badly damaged if 
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of all buildings were badly damaged if not destroyed so we have no idea what may or may not have leaked 
out of chemical plants gas stations aviation gas facilities and so on tied to that is the fact that the sewerage 
plants have been flooded there's some graveyards that have been flooded so you mix that up and you get 
that proverbial gumbo brew very very very interesting and very sad anyway thank you very much ivor van 
heerden who's studying this matter for the weeks ahead i'm sure coming up a look ahead at disaster relief 
what is the american red cross doing to help those in need we'll be right back with the red cross official and 
also senator mary landrieu of louisiana welcome back hurricane katrina has now been downgraded to a 
tropical storm but it's still moving through louisiana mississippi and alabama joe becker is the senior vice 
president in charge of preparedness and response for the american red cross joe i was talking to senator 
trent lott earlier in the program and i asked him about the prospect of bringing back that gang of bill clinton 


and george bush senior they raised so much money for the tsunami victims over in asia are we going to see 
that kind of effort to raise money at the highest level for this part of the country today in louisiana mississippi 
and alabama i can tell you this response is going to take a significant fundraising effort if we look at what we 
did last fall with those four hurricanes our best guess at this point is that this is going to be even greater than 
the sum of those four so we've got a monumental task ahead of us with the red cross and with the whole 
country and helping these people get back on their feet talk about the role of the red cross as opposed to 
other aid agencies what do you fellas and women specialize in when it comes to these disasters our role for 
the country is to provide people a safe place to stay shelter people our role is to feed people our role is to 
meet their immediate emergency needs we do that for the country in the 
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we do that for the country in the national response plan what that means is for the folks who have nowhere to 
stay it's a high school gym it's a church basement it's whatever we can put people in over the next days to 
keep them out of harm's way and what it will mean over the next weeks for particularly folks in new orleans is 
it might be a place to stay for weeks and weeks depending on how long it takes people to find another place 
to live joe we're looking at the superdome right now and everything seems very calm there and disciplined 
and i have to say a lot of brotherly love in that group love in that group everybody's calmly lying down in their 
spot and no disorder what what do those people face are they going to get the help from the red cross to 
move out of there and into other in other shelters i would say don't let the calm exterior outline what was 
actually going on inside those people they have no idea what's left of their home they might have no idea 
what's left of their pets they might not know what's going on with their loved ones with other family members 
that's what we'll be doing over the coming days as they find another place to stay for a period of time or 
maybe they're able to go back home we'll help them put their lives back together again in the immediate time 
for the next hours or days we're going to just give them a safe place to stay in a few meals a day and make 
sure they're taken care of is the red cross going to be the main agency helping these people or is it going to 
be fema fema provides housing for people and once they've found a place to live that helps them recover we 
meet the immediate short-term emergency needs of these people now having said that we work with a lot of 
other partners in different communities particularly the faith community where we'll work with them for for 
meals or to use their facilities for shelters the red cross is the lead agency for that but it takes all of america 
particularly in something this big to help these people okay thank you very much joe best of luck we'll be 
helping as much as we can thank you very much joe baker of the red cross democratic senator mary 
landrieu of louisiana joins us now by phone from baton rouge senator thank you for joining us we've been 
watching these amazing scenes from the superdome we've been watching the water level rise as it did in the 
new orleans what can we expect to see from the federal government 
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government well chris all federal assets are leaning forward as we say and are on the ground the fema 
director is here the red cross director marty evans who i spoke with earlier this morning is inclined to come 
here of course her top people have been here for days getting ready this was just a huge storm and quite 
devastating as we're now seeing chris the first pictures that are really coming over as the helicopters and 
emergency personnel can actually get out to the regions to take the videos that will help us get a clearer 
assessment but chris you are absolutely correct uh and also joe becker it's going to take us all to help make 
this recovery work i've evacuated to baton rouge i'm actually in a local hotel just stood in line myself for 45 
minutes to get served and to feed my children and people are being calm but they're very very concerned 
about their homes how long they can stay some elderly couple came up to me and said truly senator landrieu 
would you please tell them we may have to stay an extra day or two so i'm asking everyone i know the 
governor is directing this effort but everyone's got to do think outside the box make good decisions to help 
everybody get back on their feet do you think you might be encouraging something like we saw with the 
tsunami disaster in asia where people like former president bill clinton and former president george bush 
senior organized a massive program of raising money for the private sector well chris that would be very 
helpful i know the private sector stands ready to help of course in america we have we're so blessed to have 


a strong system of governmental aid very mature civil agencies and volunteer organizations business labor 
organizations that are ready to stand up and help unlike many countries that don't have a tradition of that we 
do having said that i'm certain that the red cross could use some extra money the fema director said don't 
send us 
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the fema director said don't send us money send it to the red cross he told me that today the governors are 
directing the effort the local officials have literally put their lives on the line to keep people safe now we've got 
to figure out a way to get people uh back into their homes in a reasonable amount of time get this electricity 
on and keep people fed and safe throughout the ordeal it's going to be a massive effort i can say one thing 
senator everyone's watching i've never seen so much interest around here everybody's been glued to the tv 
set watching this here in washington thank you very much senator landrieu join us again tomorrow night at 7 
eastern we'll have more on the aftermath of hurricane katrina right now it's time for countdown with keith 
oberman which of these stories will you be talking about tomorrow hurricane katrina go shopping for a target 
but it lights not where first expected but rather in biloxi mississippi or we will have live coverage of this 
dramatic storm and track it as it moves inland that by the way is prompting tornado warnings right now in 
some places here are some katrina stats the storm made landfall in louisiana and mississippi as you know as 
a category 4 with winds up to 145 miles per hour before sideswiping alabama massive flooding has 
submerged much of the affected areas in deep water the aerials will show you coming up katrina did slam 
florida last week as a category one but gained strength in the gulf of mexico once it made landfall in louisiana 
and mississippi killed 11 people i'm sorry that happened in florida and caused as much as two billion dollars 
it killed 11 in florida right now there are three confirmed deaths in mississippi and no known deaths in 
louisiana and alabama but things are fluid at least 40 000 homes just east of new orleans 40 000 have been 
destroyed about 80 percent of the city of new orleans has been evacuated shelters in mississippi 
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evacuated shelters in mississippi are filled to capacity tonight and curfews remain in effect in alabama more 
than a half million people are without power right now and president bush has declared louisiana mississippi 
disaster areas the damage will run into the billions joining us now on the phone from baton rouge louisiana is 
lieutenant colonel pete schneider with louisiana's office of homeland security and emergency preparedness 
and on the phone from biloxi mississippi david ruddick the national disaster spokesperson for the american 
red cross ruddock we'll begin with you because it looks like the coast of mississippi down around the biloxi 
area got hit the hardest that it veered east the storm katrina veered east the last moment what was the thing 
today mr ruddy that made the most impression on you you know i was just thinking about that question uh 
and i'd have to say that this was a day where everything was in my view flowed horizontally it didn't matter if 
it was a tree a sign a power line a car sightings from buildings everything flowed in a horizontal uh manner 
and it was really kind of surreal to be honest with you we went down after the storm peaked and we were 
able to get on the roads and tried to get close to biloxi we had to pull back last night and get out to ocean 
springs because it was just getting too dangerous uh when we knew it was going to get too dangerous rather 
and uh the damage is catastrophic going out of ocean springs and trying to get into biloxi so our hearts are 
really out to the people that have lost i understand that the surge from the gulf was a huge factor in the 
damage in biloxi and on the coast of mississippi is that correct yes sir uh there are literally boats and houses 
that have been moved in about a mile from the beach and they're now you know the surge is pulled back a 
little bit but uh you know there were guys that they're just talking to the firemen down here they had a fellow 
that they had to get out of a tree 
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out of a tree and a 80 year old couple uh whose wife was bedridden and they had two feet of water in the in 
the house uh when the storm stopped today so there is extensive damage there's still a lot of water around 
here a lot of downed power lines and we're looking at the surge now uh uh mr ruddick from uh biloxi and 


there's a truck underwater how far back did the surge go a half mile or how far did the golfers go over land do 
you know you know it's hard to say bill uh like i said we just were able to come out within the last hour and a 
half and uh you know some of the water's pulled back in some areas and the low-lying areas it's still very 
dominant yeah yeah if you get during our conversation if you get any information on i'd be i'd like to know 
how far back the gulf actually breached the land let's go to uh colonel schneider in baton rouge now you 
were kind of lucky in baton rouge the storm took a quick ride east but it really whacked the eastern coast of 
louisiana what was the thing that made the most impression on you colonel well sir it was two things bill 
waking up this morning knowing that that cat 5 was bearing down on new orleans for a direct hit had we 
asking ourselves have we done enough did we get enough people out based on the forecast models we 
knew catastrophic damage did the people listen did they get out and then at the last moment the veer to the 
east and this huge i hate to say relief but this relief that the predictions of this catastrophic damage were not 
going to happen and then as we as we as the storm moved inward and we were able to get out we did see 
some massive damage in saint bernard parish which is the parish that has taken the brunt of this right i might 
people who aren't familiar with the geography of louisiana obviously new orleans is the biggest city 1.4 
million and it veered at the last minute away from the crescent city although it got hit but it went into saint 
bernard's parish as you just mentioned which is not that populated a parish however 


04:00:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=NaqpBINzodxs&t=14401s 





that populated a parish however the devastation there and we're looking at it now is colossal do you have 
any idea of the breach of the gulf how far back inland it went i know we don't because we're as i said we're 
just getting out there we do know that in saint bernard parish there was a 20-foot storm surge over the levee 
which brought the industrial canal and parts of the gulf into that parish all right let me let me just stop you 
there so 20 feet above the levee levy's obviously there to keep the water back i mean that's like a tidal wave 
yes sir it's a levy of about 11 feet uh and then when the storm pushed in a 20-foot tidal surge breached that 
levy and brought all that water in we're estimating now as we get out in our boats which is the only way to get 
to some of the families who have stayed and what we're finding out is several of the families in saint bernard 
parish remained so we're pulling him off roof fortunately louisiana's sportsman's paradise before we could 
get there with our with our wildlife and fishery boats and national guard boats we had sportsmen out there 
going through the neighborhoods up and down like mailman pulling people off bringing them to safe ground 
even once once they filled up the courthouse on the second floor and third floor with people they actually 
broke into a bank building and now they're beginning to fill that building up right with residents of the parish 
well anybody who stayed in the pictures in homes that we're seeing would have drowned one more question 
for you mr ruddick uh what is the weather now in biloxi is it still raining there or what's the situation there right 
now do we lose mr roddick is he uh did we lose connection with him it looks okay colonel i'm going to ask 
you that question now what is the weather like on the louisiana coast we had you know obviously you know 
well it's a miracle we got ruddock from uh mississippi in the first place but colonel what is the weather in the 
uh coastal area of louisiana right now well we'll i'll just say it's clearing the winds are still blowing the rain is 
slacking off 
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slacking off it's allowing us to get out there and begin search and rescue and then tomorrow we're going to 
begin recovery operations we haven't been able to put aviation in the air yet uh to do search and rescue 
because of the winds but we're executing that mission in the morning okay mr ruddock we appreciate it very 
much and colonel uh we appreciate your participation as well next on the rundown we'll hear some survival 
stories obviously this was a killer storm and later on the factor how did katrina stack up to past hurricanes it's 
upcoming talking points personal choice segment tonight hurricane katrina could kill in a variety of ways its 
winds knocked down walls blew over cars and its rain blinded people now if you lived in a low-lying area you 
could actually drown thankfully the media alerted most but some did get in trouble joining us now from baton 
rouge louisiana is michael brown the director of fema on the phone from new orleans jake calamusa whose 
family took refuge at tulane university outside new orleans mr calamus did you get in trouble down there i 
mean you went to the campus and i understand you went back to your house tell us what happened well we 


kind of hunkered down last night at the campus having waited a little too long to get out of the city there was 
gridlock on the expressway why did you wait but people would be curious to know why you waited well it 
seemed like from the very beginning of the week we were given a hundred percent uh probability that the 
storm was not coming here at all and then all of a sudden we're faced with the fact that we have this cat five 
that's going to hit his head on now do you have kids i i have an 85 year old mother and a 75 year old aunt 
who's in the nursing home so i had to take that into consideration as to how i was going to handle them all 
right did you take them with you to tulane i i took mother with me we tried to get on the expressway to get out 
of town but it was total gridlock so we decided we'd go and stay at two lane at one of the very large 
administrative buildings there now that worked out okay for you and then you try to get back home well it 
worked out fine until the 
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well it worked out fine until the electricity went out in the night but before then we were hearing all about 
these surges of water that the city was going to flood and would have to move up to the second floor and 
then this morning the fire alarm went on in the building because the windows started busting out and there 
was a leakage in the building so we had to get out of the building so in the middle of this um probably still 
hurricane force winds mother and i got in my truck and tried to traverse through uptown through all of these 
downed trees that there's an enormous amount of downed trees uptown i think because of the uh termite 
infestation in the city yeah sure any weakened uh tree would go down now did you get back to your house i 
managed to get through all these downed power lines and finally got to my home and uh i am i'm sitting here 
with a very large tree on the top of my house no water no electricity no way of actually calling out on the 
telephone to anyone and i i think i'd consider myself one of the lucky ones is your house inundated with 
water is it dry it what i'm in an area close to the levee so i'm in a dry zone i didn't have the water the the 
major problem for me was the wind and the tree damage which is hard but you're there without any air 
conditioning without any power correct no water no air conditioning no power and actually uh although i can 
be called in on the telephone i can't call out all right well you hang on the line mr calamus thank you very 
much let's go now mr brown uh you know i'm worried about the fact that un power is out mr calamusa has an 
elderly mother she he's looking after you know no refrigeration down there you know uh this water carries 
disease you know standing water uh you got critters all over the place i mean it looks like a pretty bleak 
situation bill you really couldn't describe it any better and that's why when i continually preach that when local 
officials state officials ask for an evacuation i understand people make decisions for all sorts of reasons but 
those recommendations are made for a very specific purpose because i can guarantee you right now there 
will 
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i can guarantee you right now there will be parts of new orleans that will be without power for weeks if not 
longer yeah there will be places that will be uninhabitable for weeks if not longer because people don't 
understand the water gets contaminated as well the fresh water gets contaminated by the salt water that's 
right plus all the right you got to boil it and then you don't have electricity to turn on i mean it is just a disaster 
do you have any idea about the power situation mr brown is it being restored as we speak or is it just down 
everywhere well it's down everywhere but it's being restored but let me put that in perspective for you bill 
there will be literally millions of people without power and what we saw last year in florida which i know we're 
going to see again in mississippi and alabama and louisiana this year is that those utility companies will start 
they have to first put the substations back together then they have to get the distributor lines to the 
neighborhood then they have to go house to house to house and so if you're the last guy on the block to get 
power it literally might be a month from now before that happens now what is your best estimate of as to the 
water receding in the streets do you have any uh idea how long that's going to take well i don't want to be 
flipping but i'll tell you it's going to be a long time two years ago i made the decision that fema needed to do 
some catastrophic disaster planning so the president gave us some money to do that the place i picked to do 
that planning was new orleans for a whole host of reasons now we averted a catastrophic disaster here but a 
lot of the things that we anticipated that we practiced for are coming true we now have breaches we now 


have water moving into new orleans and you know what it's going to be a long time to get that water back out 
of new orleans um when you see the situation that we're looking at now how are you going to handle the 
people who did evacuate now we have mr calamus and he's going to have to be careful about how he 
negotiates the next few days with fresh water and things like that and we wish him the best but the people 
who have let who left who went up now you're not going to let them back right away correct no that's correct 
and so what we 
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correct no that's correct and so what we have now is we have an additional mission that we have to work 
with the red cross in the state of louisiana to fulfill and that is we've got to get commodities meals ready to 
eat food water ice medicines all sorts of things to those shelters because we don't want those people moving 
back into the city yet and you're not going to have air conditioning down there in end of august louisiana and 
no air conditioning that that's a killer what's the forecast for the next day or two well the last i heard the 
governor our head the governor and i are headed into new orleans tomorrow morning and the estimated high 
is 91 degrees and about 90 humidity so it's going to be pretty miserable i saw that everywhere in florida last 
year yeah all right if you need any help from us mr brown let us know we're going to be 24 7 on the story to 
get the word out to any folks but right now everybody stay where they are that's the best advice correct 
absolutely all right and if you in dire trouble you just have to short wave it or you know wave a flag on top of 
your roof helicopters are in the air now we saw some aerials so helicopters are in the air if you're in trouble 
just wave that flag out there okay thanks mr brown good luck to you coming right up oil refineries in the gulf 
of mexico are hit hard by the storm what will this mean to everybody in the usa at the gas pump we'll tell you 
and then dramatic events for some fox reporters right in the middle of katrina we'll show you the pictures 
coming up fox news [Music] this is what we do impact segment tonight katrina has hit the oil industry hard 
forcing a shutdown of rigs in the gulf these reserves make up about 25 percent of u.s production this of 
course drives up the cost of gas all over the country the question what can be done will president bush 
release oil reserves joining us from chicago phil flynn 


04:10:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=NqpBINzodxs&t=15000s 





joining us from chicago phil flynn senior energy analyst at aleron trading corporation all right mr flynn best 
guess is the president open up the strategic reserves to keep the prices down i think he is and and maybe 
not just to keep the prices down but to keep the refinery running the main issue here is because the the 
louisiana offshore shore oil port what's known as the loop has been shut down and that's going to cause a 
real supply tightness of crude oil getting to the midwest where we desperately need it to make gasoline so i 
think that the president is going to hear the call from oil refiners hey we need we need some help and i think 
he'll loan some oil out from the reserve but we might not know exactly how much until we get a full uh impact 
of the damage all right so if he if he uh takes the strategic reserves and he brings it to the refinery the feds 
get involved that will alleviate some of the so-called shortages that we face now correct well it could in the 
midwest but not if we lose some refineries around louisiana so that's the big issue all right so whether the 
refineries can get up and running quickly they don't have power down there we don't know how long it's 
going to be that they have power internet you know the american consumer can't take much more at the 
pump and i don't think i don't know if the politicians understand how intense this is because now we have 
winter on the horizon home heating oil i mean people are going to be getting bankrupted and they're going to 
get angry now this storm will this impact home heating oil absolutely bill and i'm afraid it's going to drive 
prices maybe up 30 percent and if you're at home right now i'm giving you a warning right now it's going to be 
the most expensive winter we've ever had so make whatever preparations you can today because i'm telling 
you right now this is not going to be pretty this winter all right now what preparations could people make well 
i mean call your utilities find out if there's any ways you can lock in prices a budget plan see what you can do 
to make your home more energy efficient obviously this is not going to totally 
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obviously this is not going to totally alleviate the problem but at least if you're aware you can start making 
plans i think i think you're giving very good advice wood-burning stoves for example people can buy them 
well absolutely and heat portions of the house with that you can get new windows and cork your old ones 
absolutely uh you can look into solar panels absolutely um there are a whole bunch of options that people 
can do because i agree with you i don't want to see the folks get hurt right and i just see you know between 
opec the greedy american oil companies and i don't care what they tell you right they're going to gouge 
they're going to gouge it and uh and the situation of the natural disaster that we're looking at here um there's 
no way it turns around that quickly not real quickly but i will say this it's going to take billions of dollars 
investment to keep up with the demand growth here in the u.s and this is a wake-up call we dodged the 
bullet our prayers were answered this could have been as bad as it's going to be bill it could have been a 
heck of a lot worse well you could have another one three weeks from now we sure can you know i mean 
yeah this could have been worse yeah but this basically look we have been way too dependent on oil foreign 
oil and everything else for and everybody knows that but our politicians have let us down we have um now if 
you were living in illinois you do in chicago yeah and you're just making 60 70 000 a year you would take 
aggressive action right this moment all right to do everything you could to keep your home your home like a 
fortress so you don't waste any oil right i absolutely i mean there's no doubt about it and and you know the 
amazing thing up until now uh even with these high prices a lot of consumers have been consuming even 
more i mean this has not been about but the key thing here is that this could be different i mean this could be 
the potential that pushes us over the edge bill and we can't afford to lose these refineries for a long period of 
time because this could push us into an oil shock if these refineries are down well i have confidence that the 
authorities are going to understand that and get do everything 
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understand that and get do everything humanly possible to get these refineries up and running but we'll keep 
a close eye on it mr flynn thanks very much for your expertise we appreciate it thank you plenty more ahead 
of the factor moves along on this special hurricane edition while most people were fleeing from katrina's path 
reporters are putting themselves right in the heart of the storm we'll have some dramatic footage for you and 
then we'll get out of new orleans where shepard smith is standing by we have some reports of looting down 
there and shepard will give us the latest live from the big easy we hope to stay tuned for those reports 
[Music] now with our live coverage of hurricane katrina there are a few assignments for a reporter more 
dangerous than live coverage of a natural disaster so when fox correspondents arrived in the hurricane zone 
it made for some dramatic moments roll it all right john i don't know if you can hear me i can't even lift my 
head up at this point we've seen the winds grow stronger over the past hour and a half visibility down to 
about zero we've had about five or six hours now of heavy rain to go along with that so some real danger for 
the people along the coast here we're getting wind gusts of about 70 to 75 miles per hour as the force of the 
hurricane comes off the point here at the beach the winds continue even as the storm moves ashore and 
even though we're more than a hundred miles away from where the storm made landfall there still has been 
a significant amount of wind that we're experiencing take a look at these palm trees these trees snapped like 
toothpicks and the guts are really starting to kick up right now it's not too bad yet we had some gusts every 
two or three minutes it's really tough to stand up and i can only imagine what it's gonna be like in a couple 
hours eric's gonna try to get a shot of water street right now which is literally water street i'm just watching 
stuff fly by me this is really unbelievable to 


04:16:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=NaqpBINzodxs&t=15361s 





fly by me this is really unbelievable to see we haven't seen the trees snap i guess we're waiting for that that's 
probably still an hour or two away unbelievable destruction of some of the buildings here on this street the 
roof down half of the side of the wall is down debris has been flying that is not the only one with major 
damage i'm getting wind gusts here at 52 miles per hour with sustained winds at about 35 miles per hour and 
the water is already knee-deep and it's continuing to grow rather quickly we've been here probably two 
minutes and it's already a little bit higher than it was when we got here for many people in new orleans this is 
pretty much a worst case scenario right now we're standing on interstate 10 about five miles from the french 


quarter if you take a look out here is nothing but water this is not normal you can see the trucks and cars just 
stranded right there like they're on an island if you take a look over here you can see a car that's completely 
underwater just get in your car and go just get out of mississippi and it's really starting to make a lot of sense 
now oh man i'm getting out of here whoa a big chunk of roof landed about three feet from me and if you can 
look this tree just off the street here was just ripped up by the roots and knocked over as you can see the 
ground and the grass just really looks like a big sheet of astro turf that's been taken up you can see right into 
the roots and right into the ground as this tree lays along the sidewalk here when you try to walk even more 
difficult because you're watching out for flying debris and also trying to keep your balance as you walk 
especially in areas right near the beach where the wind is just whipping up look down here in the street you 
can see that the rain is just whipping down bourbon street and the water is coming off the distant shutters 
come look down on this 
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distant shutters come look down on this end paul let's walk down to the other end of the balcony you can see 
the neighbors are still up over here to the right trying to keep latticework going katrina continues to make her 
mark on downtown mobile this morning and as you can see from government plaza here this pot did not fare 
so well the wind even though it's chained up and it's a very very sturdy object he just got knocked over and 
crushed here six counties have been mandatorily evacuated we're not seeing anyone out on the streets no 
movement at all there was a curfew in effect last night and the worst is still to come the wind gusts at 51 
miles per hour so that's the condition right now in bayou la battery we're going to see how it changes and 
we'll get back to you several buildings on lakeside drive with major damage that's the scene here we'll send it 
back to you in the studio yeah in the studio oh man and the photographers are sound people you don't see 
them i mean that was amazing that they could do that directly ahead will katrina be the deadliest the costliest 
the biggest hurricane ever to hit the usa we'll stack this one up against some of the most brutal storms in our 
history and then shepard smith will be live in new orleans for the aftermath of the storm this evening those 
reports upcoming as a factor continues all across the usa and all around the world the number one show that 
dominates cable news the o'reilly factor thanks for staying with us i'm bill o'reilly in the unresolved problem 
segment tonight it will take days to survey all the damage in terms of both human lives and property inflicted 
by hurricane katrina joining us now from state college pennsylvania's accuweather.com meteorologist bernie 
rayno who can tell us how the hurricane stacks up against past storms and on the phone from mobile 
alabama matt mccoy and ron frazier worked for 
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matt mccoy and ron frazier worked for wabb radio and saw the devastation first hand mr frazier begin with 
you what does the most dramatic thing that you witnessed in mobile a storm surge bill 10 to 12 water in 
downtown mobile inundating all the uh the landmark buildings at one point we were in a police vehicle 
military-style vehicle and a dumpster the size of a boat crews passed us like a boat out on the open water it's 
the most incredible thing i have ever seen do you know how uh how far past the shoreline the surge went i 
would say are probably a half mile bill a half mile that's way up into past royal street in downtown mobile it 
was uh an incredible experience and i've lived here off and unfortunately i mean that that's worse that's 
worse than a tsunami that hit in uh indonesia now mr mccoy how about you what what did you see that will 
make an everlasting impression on you oh absolutely bill it really did uh we got some great pictures we were 
in the process of sending them to one of your producers when the storm took out our t1 line so if we can find 
a way to get them to you we will and you can uh you can put them up on the we're seeing some amazing 
mobile pictures now uh is the town still under water uh downtown definitely yes absolutely and there are 
power lines and tree limbs absolutely everywhere now you guys are broadcasting though correct absolutely 
you know we're lucky wabb was one of the few stations to stay on through dennis through ivan and now 
through katrina so we're really really fortunate well we appreciate you guys checking in with us let's now go 
to uh bernie reno uh in pennsylvania um let's update the storm bernie right now okay you know where is it 
where is it going and what is it doing well katrina is located across the northeastern mississippi it is a now 


tropical storm system the slow weakening is going to continue as will uh the northward speed continuing to 
increase so what we're going to be hearing more and more about bill is we're going to hear more and more 
about the heavy rains and the severe weather than we're going to be hearing with the 
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than we're going to be hearing with the winds itself but this is going to produce even tropical storm force wind 
gusts up over 40 miles per hour as far north as western parts of pennsylvania and western new york state as 
we get into the latter half of tuesday so it's basically heading dead north now it's moving more northly we do 
expect it to turn more to the north northeast as we get into the latter half of tonight and during our day on 
tuesday are there any major urban centers in its path in the next 24 hours well i think certainly cities like 
nashville for example are going to get locally heavy rain cincinnati pittsburgh up toward the rochester 
syracuse area but again it's going to be more about the flooding than it is going to be about any kind of wind 
okay so it's the torrential rains that are accompanying the storm that's right you guys know all about all the 
history of the usa and hurricanes in fact i have a list here of all the hurricanes where does this rank well 
katrina was the strongest gulf hurricane in recorded history that's certainly a a big achievement in itself as far 
as the whole atlantic basin katrina right now and this is based on pressure is the fourth of all time at 902 
millibars by the way the benchmark storm for the central gulf coast is hurricane mc camille back in 1969 that 
had a pressure of 905 millibars still gilbert in 1988 which went across northern mexico after it went through 
jamaica that is the record right now at 888 millibars of pressure so uh she is certainly up there the katrina hit 
the mainland usa the hardest that any hurricane has ever hit is that what you're telling me no hurricane 
camille it was a category 5 hurricane that came ashore back in 1969 that is one also hurricane andrew in 
1992 when it went across south florida was a category five hurricane as well remember uh katrina was a 
category five out in 
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uh katrina was a category five out in the central gulf as she came ashore she weakened just a little bit into a 
category four but still historically katrina ranks up there with the uh with the best now new orleans was very 
lucky that it just veered off to the east i guess just a few miles before it hit mainland correct well katrina was 
never forecasted to hit new orleans but it did move off to the east that is a good news and bad news certain 
area the good news is that kept the strongest winds off the east across the southeastern most parishes of 
louisiana the bad news is and i'll tell you what you're going to over the next couple of days we're going to find 
out that the flooding in new orleans was worse than originally thought maybe 24 hours ago or i should say 
earlier this morning because with a land falling hurricane off to the east of new orleans you end up getting a 
funneling of water in the lake born in the lake pontchartrain and then as the storm system passes to the north 
and to the northeast the wind comes in out of the north and then the water from lake pontchartrain deposits 
itself in the city we've already seen pictures uh just a few moments ago about the flooding in new orleans 
and i bet you that we have at least half of the city that's underwater at this point all right we're not forecasting 
any more rain for the gulf coast in new orleans are we no no it's going to dry out here over the in fact it's 
already drying out in the new orleans area now they're going to have some time to clean up but it's going to 
be weeks before all that water is probably going to be out of there and also we have as you mentioned here 
we have over a million people without power you know what's interesting go ahead you know what's 
interesting the death toll in florida for katrina was 11. now a lot of elderly people have heart attack you know 
you know but right now the death toll we're not getting very much now obviously there's a lot of people can't 
report a lot of places that are cut off and isolated but it looks like the media alerted everybody to the extent 
that most people got the heck out of there 
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most people got the heck out of there well that's exactly right and the other critical thing and this is something 
that i know joe bastard you've talked to him extensively remember when katrina was coming into florida the 
term was being used a minimal hurricane which we do not like that term here at accuweather.com because a 


strengthening hurricane hitting the coast perpendicular you end up even though it was a category one you're 
seeing damage in south florida more of a category two so i don't think a lot of people evacuated there 
number one but number two this was a very uh well-hyped storm it deserved the hype and a lot of people got 
out but i'm afraid that as we get eastward in the biloxi toward the mobile bay area uh the damage there is 
going to be catastrophic and those barrier islands by the way they were changed during ivan they will never 
be the same especially after katrina all right bernie thanks very much we appreciate it of course fox will be on 
24 7 bringing you any information that we get from the authorities down there in a moment a live report from 
shepard smith who's on this bourbon street in new orleans i believe at least he was a few minutes ago find 
out if anyone's taking advantage of the chaos looting stuff like that in a moment continuing now with our 
coverage of hurricane katrina new orleans was the big target about a million and a half people live in that 
area storm veered just east but still hit the crescent city hard now we just had shepherd smith on the street 
and now we have him back hey shepard uh somebody up there likes you man you know we just lost you now 
we got you back you're standing there on bourbon street um we hear looting any looting going on well you 
know we were listening to emergency management radio this afternoon because there's no power here all 
the light on this street comes from our generators but we listen to emergency management radio and the 
police chief of the city of Kenner which is a new orleans suburb was out and about and surveying for the first 
time and he came across a number of stores that were down and he said live on the radio today i'm watching 
looters 
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on the radio today i'm watching looters we have to go i have to go out and arrest them there's been some of 
that there's the bad with the good in these we've seen a lot more good stories built people who stay behind 
and and and help feed people who didn't have anywhere to go a lot of those great i understand but you got to 
keep an eye on the uh thugs because unfortunately it's just a fact of life wherever there's a disaster they're 
going to show up now i see a lot of people around uh i thought these people were all supposed to be 
evacuated and they're back already or they already left well they're not supposed to be here bill it's it's it's 
just difficult for the police in a situation like this you've got one side of the city that's flooded and those aerials 
i think tell the story of the days to come the west bank of new orleans is severely flooded those are 
residential areas and the thing of the matter is bill we didn't get we didn't go to those areas to report from 
them we're at bourbon street and we're down at the superdome and the flooding is just so widespread and 
further bill i think the big story is going to be on the mississippi coast waveland mississippi past christian 
mississippi the same areas that were devastated by hurricane camille are areas into which emergency 
managers have not been able to go to give us complete reports i don't think we're going to know the full story 
of this until now you won't know it until tomorrow or the next day you're a mississippi guy you know the area 
down there without power it's a tough play and i want to show we have some dramatic footage by the way 
you can roll that of a guy being rescued off the top of a house here it is and while we're watching this without 
power it's tough to live i mean people used to do it obviously before air conditioning but boy 91 and 90 
humidity is supposed to be tomorrow that's a tough slog for anybody right and for many days to come bill you 
know the the guy who's in charge of the energy company for for southeastern louisiana says that says that 
750 000 customers without power and some of them won't get power for a month and that's from the ceo of 
the company you got to figure with all this standing water mosquitoes are going to be horrible and 
mosquitoes transmit disease they have that to worry about and in 
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they have that to worry about and in addition there's no way to know yet exactly how many people may have 
been severely injured in this storm you mentioned the one guy you saw on the roof there we were getting 
reports from plaquemines county and from saint parish in saint bernard's parish here in louisiana from 
reports of water up to roofs and people not having any way to get rescued because they couldn't get 
rescuers in there and then there's the whole party atmosphere that happens all over new orleans every day 
so you got this for police in a city where behind me they just started serving beer for the first time it's we're 
going to have some interesting nights in new orleans as you always do but they managed to find enough 


calm to keep the city going and i guess we'll watch that yeah i mean it's a situation that anything could 
happen at any time you're not going to get a lot of sleep there now i'm feeling that way right now yeah i know 
i mean again you always have that element they're always there it's never going to be any different um you 
guys this is just i want to know you guys got a place to stay in a hotel they got power there it's a place to 
sleep and all that no power but we're staying at the this royal sonesta on bourbon street where i've stayed a 
lot of times in the past they brought in a lot of folks last night who didn't have any place to stay but that's not 
the case for everybody and there's not going to be power tonight we don't know how long there's going to be 
there's power how about fun fact bill there's not what's that how about food well we've got vienna sausages 
in acan some of them are barbecued i'm partial to those we brought some doritos and a bunch of water 
along you know if peop for people who don't have food there is no food to buy not yet anyway because 
there's no stores open there's no gas to get if you want to get out of here it's a natural disaster and it's gonna 
take you got security down here you got guys watching out for your back that'd be nice of you to send that 
bill you got to know a guy for me we will we will do that we'll get you somebody to watch your back down 
there shepard thanks very much we appreciate it we come right back you know we've covered the humans 
what about the animals this is an interesting part of this story those dolphins they were moved into a hotel 
pool 
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into a hotel pool of the animal story coming up in a [Music] moment back in the book segment tonight the 
human residents in katrina's path aren't the only ones taking refuge from the hurricane three dolphins living 
in an aquarium on the shore of gulfport mississippi now taking up residence in the pool of the best western 
hotel to escape the storm's fury and there are countless other examples of how animals react to a storm like 
this joining us from miami is ron mcgill the director of communications for this metro zoo in miami which of 
course has experienced a lot of uh a lot of storms like this one uh the dolphins you they had to throw them in 
the pool just for a little while to get them out of harm's way that's an amazing situation is it not yeah it is but i 
don't know how much of harm's way they're getting them out of because my you know my common sense 
tells me you're putting them in a swimming pool in an area that's going to be flooded by water that's no but 
they got them out of there i i think they they wanted to keep they wanted to keep them away from the levees 
smashing into the levees i think that was the thinking there and then they they just got them in there until 
they get trucked them on out of there uh yeah okay you wouldn't leave them there because obviously i would 
hope not because and everything else how do animals do animals know the storm is coming i mean i i talked 
to a friend of mine down in a bayou um and uh he said it's an eerie silence you know what it is loaded with 
every critter and you know go ahead and in 92 when we were hit by hurricane andrew i'll never forget this 
because rz was ground zero we were pummeled by that storm and i remember going out that day before the 
storm arrived late that evening early the next morning it was a beautiful day sunny sky you know beautiful 
puffy clouds i remember looking around and not seeing one native bird and i said how eerie is this it was like 
you see all this beautiful blue sky beautiful landscape beautiful day but not one native animal could be seen 
around where normally you'd see a bunch and i thought that was kind of kind of peculiar until of course we 
were just pummeled that night and it seems to me that these animals have some kind of instinct that that 
alerts them to a natural disaster 
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that alerts them to a natural disaster you saw that with the elephants in the tsunami uh you see you hear 
stories about dogs out west that hear sense earthquakes minute before they occur minutes before they occur 
so there's a lot of things that you see in animals they're able to sense these things that i think nature's given 
them this ability to kind of predict these natural disasters it's a survival it's a survival situation where you were 
right the elephants and the tsunami i mean they hit the high ground real fast and the humans should have 
checked it out but you know in the bayou you got a lot of alligators you got a lot of moccasins how can they 
survive something like this well you Know when you talk about animals like that that are normally aquatic 
they're surviving the wind they can get down in the water they're fine that way you know you talked about 
another thing when the storms come into the florida coast they did a study that showed that that sharks leave 


the shallow water but way before the storm comes they leave the reefs where they spend every day and 
night of their life when a big storm comes they evacuate the reef how do these animals sense these things 
coming uh and there's a lot that we can learn from that i think that you know animals offer us an awful lot 
even if we don't love animals if you love your own life your own quality yeah sure everybody should study 
them now in new orleans and i'm sure you did the same in miami you hunker everybody down uh when a big 
storm comes how difficult it is to move some of these animals we saw polar bears before and things like that 
and it must be very very logistically hard to move them well it's logistically hard and it's also a difficult 
decision for us because quite often though what happens is more injury happens to the animal when you try 
to move it and protect it then what happened to it if it were to try to ride out the storm we don't give the 
animals enough credit for their natural instinct to be able to ride out and survive a storm and a lot of times 
people say when a storm is coming why don't you evacuate the animal move it to another place well as you 
saw with even katrina and miami that storm made a left-hand turn at the last minute totally against the 
predictions of what everybody was saying and what happened was if we had moved it somewhere else we 
could have gotten nailed mr mcgill thanks very much and this the stress right we appreciate it very very 
interesting i think got it thanks again and that is it for this special hurricane edition the factor we appreciate 
you watching as always one 
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appreciate you watching as always one other note my new column is posted on bill o'reilly.com it concerns 
americans who are hurting u.s forces overseas fighting the war on terror i hope you'll take a look at it i think 
it's important hannity and calms coming up next with continuing katrina coverage i'm bill o'reilly with sega 
next time remember the spin stops here because we're looking out for you [Music] and welcome to a special 
edition of hannity combs we're glad you're with us i'm sean hannity it was a storm the likes of which many 
people had never seen hurricane katrina with winds topping 140 miles per hour it made landfall in 
southeastern louisiana shortly after 6 a.m central time this morning there has been serious flooding in new 
orleans and some people have been stuck in their homes the high winds even blew some holes in the roof of 
the louisiana superdome in coastal mississippi storm surges over 22 feet wash boats onto an interstate while 
hundreds of thousands of people across the region are without power tonight we have complete coverage of 
the devastation and we'll have the weather updates going on all throughout the hour as the still dangerous 
storm continues to move north and we'll also go live to our brave reporters they've been in the field and 
they've been providing us with the incredible powerful images that you have seen on your screen for the last 
24 hours for the very latest on the storms movement north we are now joined by accuweather meteorologist 
jim kosek is with us jim uh this is like a storm in many ways we've never seen especially when we look at 
new orleans they had dodged and ducked and they even got a little movement at the last 
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